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the event of any disagreement may
appeal to tbe Minister. The terms of the
previous provisional order apply to this
extension. The Bill also provides that
the promoter at his own expense may
alter or divert wires, pipes, or cables
adverse to electrical influence. This is
done owving to the fact that the pipes
belonging to the Metropolitan Gas Com-
pany and the Metropolitan Waterworks
have been destroyed or injured to some ex-
tent through electrical influence. There is
a clause giving the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade the right to ring up the tramway
company and compel them to cut off the
electric current when necessary. I need
not go farther into the Bill, but simply
move the second reaing.

HoN. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
I suppose all the parties to the Bill are
agreed ?

Tn MINISTER FOR LA.NDS (in
reply) : I take it that is so, because the
Bill has come from another place, and
there has been no opposition whatever to
the measure. I think Vnat is pretty good
proof.

Queition put and passed.
Bill read a Second time.

IN cOMMITTEE.
Bill passed through Committee without

deb-ate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNM ENT.

The House adjourned at seventeen
minutes past 9 o'clock, until the next
afternoon.
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QUESTION-POLICE SUPERA.NNUATION
FUND.

MR. NEED HAM asked the Colonial
Secretary: i, Whether there is a Police
Superannuation Fund jn this State ? 2,

If so, what is the system of raising this
f und ? 3, How is the money invested ?
4, What is the amount of money in the
fund at the present time?

TIRE COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: i, There is no Police Super-
sannuation Fund in this State, but there
is a Police Benefit Fund established
under the provisions of 80 Vict., No. 10,
and 48 Viet., No. 18. 2, The derivation
of the fund is as follows: (a.) An annual
grant of £1,000 voted by Parliament on
the Estimates;i (b.) All fines imposed on
members of the police force; (c.) A
monthly deduction from the pay of each
member of the force below the rank of
inspector, ranging from 2s. 6d. to 6s.,
according to rank;i (d.) Proceeds of sale
of unclaimed stolen goods sold under
Section 75 of the Police Act, 1892; (e.)
Fees and mileage received. by members
of the police force (not being appointed
bailiffs) iv serving process of a Local
Court, under Section 10 of 58 Vict., No.
13. 3, £5,500 in local inscribed stock at
81 per cent., the balance (X2,457 s, 8ar)
on current account at Treasury without
interest. 4, £7,957 3s. 8d; the annual
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grant (X~1,000) for 1904-5 has not yet
been credited.

QUESTION-RAILWAY RATES ON
AGRICULTURA-L PRODUCE.

MR. GORDON, for Mr. Harper, asbed
the Minister for Railways: Is it a fact
that the Government propose to raise the
railway freight rates on agricultural
produceP

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: No proposal to raise the railway
freight rates on agricultural produce has
been considered by the Government. The
question of a new rate book is under the
consideration of the Commissioner, but
has not yet been brought before me.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
TO EXPEDITE BUS5WESS.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. flaglish)
moved--

That for the remainder of the session the
Standing Orders be suspended so far as to
enable Bills to be passed through all stages in
one day, and Messages from the Legislative
Concill to be taken into consideration on the
day on which they are: received.
This was a motion which annually made
its appearance towards the close of the
session. On this occasion it made its
appearance much later than usual. Last
year, for instance, a similar motion wes
proposed, without notice, on the 3rd
December, whilst this year he was pro-
posing this motion on the 20th December.
The Government recognised the duty of
giving members notice of the fact of the
intention to move in this direction, so
that no proposal might be sprung on
them in the matter. The object of the
motion was, of course, to expedite as far
as possible the closing of the session ; and
be might point out that apart altogether
from any question of the personal con-
venience or health of members, the de-
sirability of closing the session as; early
as possible rested mainly upon the abso-
lute necessity of a large amount of
attention being given to administration
work. During the last year particularly
the opportunity of giving attention to
departmental admiuistration was less
than usual, because of the fact that the
last session of the last Parliament did not
conclude until well on in January, and,
added to that, certain members of the
then Ministry were absent from the State

on public business for some time; after
that, again, there came a general election,
which was agitating the State, and he
believed agitating Ministers as well as
members of the House and the people of
the State for about three months, the
policy of the then Premier having been
delivered in March, whereas the election
took place some time in June.

Mn. GoRDON wished the Government
would have another.

Tun PREMIER: Subsequent to the
general election, when under ordinary
conditions things might have been
expected to settle down, there was a
political crisis which resulted in a change
of Ministry. Since that time Parliament
had been continuously sitting, and there-
fore need of attention to departments
was greater on this occasion than it had
keen during the Past two or three years.
Apart from that, he wished to point out
that the tendency had been in the past,
if the session closed late, to let the neat
session open late. Personally, he was
anxious to see a change in regard to that
practice. He was very anxious to see the
bulk of the business of this House dis-
charged during the winter mouths, in-
stead of being discharged, as of late
years had been the custom, very largely
during the summer months. For that
reason again he thought it desirable that
our labours should now he brought to
a close at the earliest possible date; and
with this object in view he had to submit
this motion.

MRs. 0. H. EASON (Guildford) : it
would surely be admitted that so far the
Opposition had not indulged in captious
criticism, but bad rendered the Govern-
ment legitimate assistance. More than
once Opposition members had been
specially considerate to the present
Ministry. Without offence, he might
say that many opportunities had occurred
for holding members of the Ministry up
to ridicule, and for Oppositiou members
to give themselves good advertisements;
but those (opportunities were allowed to
pass. The present Ministry, when they
went into opposition, should remember
the treatment they bad received this
session, ands should endeavour to recipro-
rate. Such motions as this were only
justified when it was possible with
dccency to close the session. One could
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understand tbe Premier's desire to reach
recess, the Mecca of Ministerial hopes;
and undoubtedly it would suit the con-
venience of members on both sides if by
any means they could secure prorogation
before Christmas. But we must ask our-
selves whether that desirable consurmna-
tion could be secured with any rdecency.
Considering tbe state of the Notice
Paper, it would he positively indecent for
the business of the House to be rushed
through during the remaning four
working days of this week. According
to the Notice Paper, we had y et to deal
with the Navigation Bill, Savings Bank
Bill, Factories Bill, Agricultural Bank
Bill, Bills of Exchange Bill, Aborigines
Bill, Defamation Bill, Transfer of Land
Bill, Mining Bill, Referendum (Legislative
Council) Bill, Industrial Conciliation and
Arbitration Bill, Licensing Bill, Railway
Traffic Bill, Public Service Bill, and
Health Bill. Only to-day we had notice
of a motion for secession from the Com-
mon wealth; and on the Notice Paper
were motions as to increase of pay-
ment to members, State nursery, coal
mines, development of agricultural lands,
grazing areas in the vicinityv of the Yil-
gan railway, and a TLegislative Council
resolution which was practicall 'Y a vote
of censure on the present Government.
In addition, we had to deal with the
Revenue and Loan Estimates and a
farther loan authorization, according to
the Treasurer, for three-quarters of a
million. Then we had important imini-
gration proposals to discuss. Was it
reasonable to suppose that all these
matters could be discussed and settled in
four days? The Government imnmigra-
tion proposals alone would, if sincerely
made, occupy that time; and other items
included in the loan authorisation surely
needed ample discussion. The mere
introduction of a Loan Bill was yet
another departure from the policy on
which the Government were elected.
Surely every item on the Loan Estimates
needed ample threshing out. The small-
ness of the amount to be borrowed was
surprising. Considering the proposals of
which we had heard so much during the
last few day s, be bad fully anticipated a
Loan Bill of some five or six millions.

MR. SPEARER: The hon. member
was slightly irrelevant in now discussing
the merits of a Loan Bill.

MR. RASON: The Bill was not yet
before us. He was anticipating its
tenor. However, the Bill of which we
had heard was moderate in the extreme
compared with what hie expected; and to
carry out or even to commence any of
the projected enterprises which we had
heard were iistinetly promised, a much
larger sum would be necessary. If he
thought that by agreeing to the motion
Parliament could with prop~riety and
with decency prorogue before Christmas,
he would glaly assist the Government.
But was it possible to secure so desirable
a result? The Premier referred to the
close of last session. Although the
Stand ing Orders were then suspended at
a much earlier date than this, and
although the business was much farther
advanced then than it was now-(Tns
PREMIER: No)- -as could be seen on
comparing the two Notice Papers, there
was hardly anything like the volume
of business then remaining undealt
with that there was to-day. But the
motion of last session to suspend the
Standing Orders was vigorously opposed.
The member for West Perth (Air. Moran)
said at the time that he would consider
himself a traitor to the country if he
allowed the safeguards of hundreds of
years and the barriers raised in the
interest of the people to be thrown down
at that stage of the session, as there were
important meaures on the Notice Paper
in their second-reading stage. Were
there no important measures now in their
second-reading stage, and still more
imporiant measures yet to come P The
position was still more pronounced than
it was last year, when the hon. member
used that argument.

MR. MORAN: And the lion, member
then rebutted the argument.

MR. RASON: Not one word bad he
said against it. The hon. member had
said that even though last session
extended over Christmas, he would not
at that stage throw down the usual
barriers which were put up to secure the
adequate consideration of the country's
business, and although he had always
supported such a motion when only
routine matters remained, the Notice
Paper was not then in that stage which
one might call -"half through." Surely the
present Notice Paper was in that stage.
The hon. member continued by asking
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the House to stick to its rights, asI
members did not know what dangers
were in store for the people if the people's
House ruthlessly threw down all the
usual safeguards, especially when we
knew that every member could not be
here at every stage of a zneasure, and
that members who had made up their
minds to offer stubborn resistance to
certain clauses, in Committee would not
know when those etauses were coming-
on. That was the present position. If
Standing Orders3 were suspended now,
important measures might at a. moment's
notice be rushed through all their stages
in both -Houses on the same day. That
was not a practice to be encouraged;
and there was no justification for it, inas-
much as it was evident that, even with
the least amount of consideration given
to these Bills, we could not possibly hope
to adjourn before the Christmas holidays.
There was a division on the motion last
session to suspend the Standing Orders,
and it was a peculiar circumstance that
four members of the present Ministry-
Messrs. Daglish, Hastie, Holman, and
Taylor-voted against the motion, as did
also Mr. Moran, Mr. Butcher, and Mr.
Thomas. Now members of the Ministry
advanced proposals which they had com-
bated last year. They were perfectly
justifiedl in doing so, but they must have
had good reasons for thinking the course
proposed was an improper thing to do
last year. So also with the member for
West Perth: had the position changed
since last -year? If so, it had changed
for the worse.

THE PREMIER:- The motion was moved
three weeks later this year.

Mai. RA SON:- That was an argument
against the Premier. The position was
ten times worse to-day than last year.
The Notice Paper was iii a worse state
to-day than n the 3rd of December of
last year. Though many of these Bills
might be allowed to go by the beard by
the Government of the day-in fact wve
had already heard from the Premier that
he regarded a great many of them as
being absolutely of no importanee-[The
PanmxuuR: Motionsi-and though some
of the motions might he allowed to go by
the hoard as being of no importance, it
would have been far better not to have
brought them down to the House. lIf
the Government had no intention of pass-

ing them, the time of the House need not
have been wasted on them. Members'
time had been taken up in discuss-
ing motions which it was expected
the Goverunent desired to pass;
but now, if in order to obtain
the safety of recess the Government
would allow these Bills to go by the
board, it was hardly treating the
Opposition fairly, to say the least of it.
It would be interesting to know, if the
Government were to persist in the
motion, which of the Bills would be
jettisoned, or if all were to be thrown
overboard. Ti all, we still had to deal
with the Revenue Estimates, just about
half through, the Loan Estimates not
yet brought down, and a farther loan
authorisation of X750,000 yet to be
discussed; also the discussion on the
immigration proposals of the Government.
Was it reasonably' possible to get through
that work with any sense of decency
during the remaining four days before
Christmas? It was utterly impossible;
and though the motion might be
persisted in and carried, there were
mnembers who were absolutely determined
that all these subjects should receive the
fullest discussion.- Though thiesuspenision
of the Standing Orders might be passed,
certain members were absolutely deter-
mined to adopt every constitutional
method to see that all these matters
received the f ullest discussion, and to see
that the full light of dlay was thrown
upon them.

MRn. H. GREGORY (Menzies) also
protested against the proposal of the
Government at the present stage. No
member could say the Opposition 'had
brought forward any factious opposition
in regard to any measure before the
House. The Government must admit
they had received fair play and generous
assistance from the Opposition.

Ma. GORDON: The Government
already admitted it.

Mn. GREGORY: The Opposition
desired to know why all these Bills had
been placed on the Notice Paper and
taken into various stages. Only to-day
a select committee had been sitting on
one Bill brought forward by the Govern-
mient. Why should all this humbug be
going on? Were the Government deter-
mined they were not going on with these
Bills, and that they would simply shelve
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them P The Government should not
imagine that, even if we passed Bills,
another House was going to pass them
without consideration. Already Bills had
come before the Chamber of which
Ministers themselves had no knowledge.
and members had to take a great deal on
trust. Care was bound to be taken by
another p)lace before the Bills would he
passed. It was absolutely impossible to
go through the Estimates and through
the Loan proposals of the Government
and to deal with the mbore important
subjects on the Notice Paper, and also
that -all these proposals should. have the
consideration of the Upper House, and
to finish up this week. The Government
were not treating the Rouse fairly.
Since this Government took office, we
had been sitting from early in Septem-
ber, and we had received no idea of the
policy of the Government in regard to
legislation. We were told by thes
Premier that the present was not the
time when there was necessity to bring
forward new legislation; yet last week
we had eight or ten Bills brougl4. down.
in fact, we were being swamped with
proposals for new legislation. Why had
the Premier not told the House what
proposals be intended to carr 'y out;i and
why did the Premier not take the House
into his confidence? As yet the Premier
had not taken the House into his con-
fidence. Was the Navigation Bill neces-
sary ? If so, did the Government think
for a single moment that the Legislative
Council would pass it without giving it
due consideration ? We had not passed
one-half of the Estimates. The Railways
and Public Works proposal shad yet to be
considered. Surely the Government were
willing to have full and. fair criticism
upon their proposals. Also, there was a
resolution passed in another Chamber
dealing with the retainer fee paid by
the Government in connection with the
Kookynie lockout prosecution. It was
unfair that this subject should be kept so
low on the Notice 'Paper. Did the
Premier think the Opposition would
assist to get rid of the Estimates and
the Government proposals, if be (the
Premier) would not allow this matter to
be discussed? The Minister for Labour
should be given an opportunity to explain
his action in regard to this lockout pro-
secution. The Government had failed to

bring down the Mines Regulation Bill
absolutely promised by the Minister for
Mines.

Mni. BATH: The Royal Commission's
report was not yet submitted.

MR. G.REGOIRY: That Commission
could be kept sitting as long as wanted.
He (Mr. Gregory) could have got the
report and had it in the House a long
time before this. All that was wanted
for a Mines Itegulafion Bill was contained
in the report already submitted by the
Royal Commission on the immigration of
non-British labour. A Companies Amend-
ment Bill should have been brought
down containing amendments on the
lines suggested by the Ro)yal Commission
on the Boulder Deep Levels inquiry.
What business did. the Government
intend to dispose of this session ?
He hoped the House would not agree, at
present, to the monstrous proposal of the
Government.

Mit. C. J. MORAN (West Perth):
The member for Guildford was kind
enough to quote a high authority on
constitutional law. The hon. member's
quotations were generally very apt and
good, and the leader of the Opposition
differed from his lieuten ant (Mr. Gregory)
in always firing bullets carefully prepared.
One was pleased to have a convert in
high places to one's views of former dlays,
and he (MN r. Moran) congratulated the
leader of the Opposition upon his admnir-
able speech-that part of it which was
quotation. No doubt the quotation put
the matter very forcibly and clearly, and
the leader of the Opposition was doing
his duty in taking advantage of it to
obstruct the desire of the Government to
get the session closed with the object of
getting the active work of the country in
hand. Nobody could find fault with the
leader of the Opposition. It was the
duty of the Opposition. It was for that
the Oppo~sition existed, and we could
excuse them on this occasion. It was
impossible they would be actuated by
anything but the very best of intentions
of doing their duty to the House, or that
they had any earthly idea of using party
tactics, or that the accidental thinning
out of the House by the action of the
Opposition whip was anyth ing but a pure
coinc ideuce.

Mn. R~Asoy:- The saine intentions as
Ithe hon. member.
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Mn. MORAN: The member for Guild-
ford did him (Mr. Moran) the honour to
quote him again. The hon, member's
intentions were getting rather too flatter-
ing. Flattery of that kind might
develop into sycophancy. The fact that
the members of the Opposition were one
by one dropping out of the Chamber was
a mere coincidenc:e.

Mn. GORDON: They knew the bon,
member was going to speak.

MR. MORAN: Under any other leader,
in any other House of Parliament, it
would look like taking advantage of the
facet that there might not be the absolute
majority present required to pass this
motion. If that was so, the leader
of the Opposition was adopting
tactics which were the legitimate right
of every leader of an Opposition.
He was not finding fault with the hon.
member, but with the statement that we
should go on after Christmas. The hon.
member wished to prevent the Govern-
ment from getting into recess, and from.
carrying on some of the public works of
the country.

Ain. RA&soN-: What about the immigra-
tion proposals ?

MR. MORAN: There was no matter
of importance on the Loan Estimates that
would go through withbout full discussion.
Was it -not possible that what was done
last session could be achieved this session
even in less brutal fashion? Last session
the whole Education vote was put
through on the "gag" without discussing
a single item; and following that th~e
Mines Estimates were put through the
sameevening. The Government had not
tried to put through any estimates this
session without discussion. The leader
of the Opposition would remember that
last session. Mr. James moved " That the
question be now- put" and it was carried,
the hon. member voting for it. He (Mr.
Moran), then in opposition, raised his
voice against hurrving on important Bills,
for there were important measures before
thle House at that time. There were the
Redistribution of Seats Bill and the Con-
stitution Bill. The lack of faith on the
part of the Government was sufficient to
arouse the ire of those who desired to
carry the Constitution Bill through the
House. He now came to the present
position of affairs. Was it wise or not
to allow the Government to get to work

and send the country ahead in the
manner in which the leader of the
Opposition and everyone else desired?
Was it not wise to sacrifice some of the
Bills which were on the Notice Paper ?
Many of them lie (Mr. Moran) did not
place much importance upon. He placed
more importance on the Loan Esti-
mates and the immigration proposals
of the Government. He would like
to see these fully discussed. Tf the
Government of the' country was in
charge of a gentleman more tolerant and
mnore determined to use his authority and
power than the leader of the Government
-were there a Seddon, or a Kingston, or
a Reid in power in this 'country-here
would beoa proposal placed before Parlia-
ment to meet at half-past ten and sit on
all day to conclude the business of the
session before Christmas. That was the
privilege of every leader. A Premier was
entitled to force his views on the Opposi-
tion if hie thought those views were iu the
interests of the country. The Premier
bh not sought to use his authority
with the Opposition, but had shown as
much generosity towards the leader of
the Opposition as that grentleman had
shown towards the Premier. It was of
the utmost importance that Western
Australia should no longer drift. We
were told by the leader of the Opposition
that the country was drifting. There
were men out of work, and the policy of
the Government agreed with the policy of
the Opposition. We desired that Western
Australia should progress. Still it was
difficult to understand the policy of the
Opposition; it was composed of so many
fragments, so many giblets, that it might
be called a giblet pie. Still he presumed
the leader of the Opposition spoke for
four or five members sitting on the Oppo-
sition side of the Bonse. What was the
policy of the Government? To submit
the Loan Estimates to carry on public
works that were advocated by the leader
of the Opposition.

'Mn. RAsoN: The hon. member said
that.

MR. MORAN:- Some of the works
mentioned on the Loan Estimates had
been handed down by the leader of the
Opposition himself; all these works had.
to be carried out. There were the Jan-
dakot railway and the Narrogin railway.
The estimates for these ought to be
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considered and passed. That was part
of the policy of the country now. These
works were contained in Acts which bad
been passed, and the Government had not
repealed those Acts. The leader of the
Government bad ratherannoyed the 0 ppu-
sition by deciding to advance by asking for
a new loan authorisation. The only bone
of contention was that the loan autborisa-
tion was not' big enough. It was im-
possible to spend more money in twelve
months; still it was possible to obtain
more loan authorisation. This sum of
money was all too insufficient to carry on
the public works policy as propounded
by the Treasurer. Nothing would be
gained by keeping the House and the
country in suspense for another two
muonths. Nothing would be gained by
allowing those out of work not to get
work, and keeping men starving during
Christmas. The leader of the Opposi-
tion had taken that policy on his
shoulders.

MR. Gonrvox: Mark timer
Mn. 'MORAN:- The mark-time policy

had changed: that was now the policy of
the Opposition. It was the desire of
some members of the Opposition to
harass the Government, with the idea
that while there was life there was hope.

Mn. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not impute motives of that descrip-
tion.

Mn. MORAN: What were the words
objected to?

Mn. SPEAKER: The hon. member
said the leader of the Opposition was
harassing the Government with the
object of delaying the work. The hion.
member must withdraw the words.

Mn. MORAN: There was no desire to
impute any motives.

Mn. GO RDON:' Withdraw!
'Mn. MORAN would never withdraw

anything he did not mean. The object
of the Opposition was to delay the Gov-
ernment in getting into recess, and there-
fore delay starting the public works of
the country. That would keep the
country drifting and marking time. There
was a large number of items on the
Notice Paper; but he did not know that
they were of much importance. To his
(Mr. Moran's) mind there were a num ber
of unimportant matters on the paper,
and as far'as the motions were con-
cerned they could be dispensed with

altogether. What was important to
Western Australia was that the Gov-
ernment should get into recess so as
to go on with the public works of
the country. The Government were
placed in power in the middle of the
session. They had not time to do much;
they had not received fair play; and it
was the intention of the leader of the
Opposition not to give them fair play.

MR. RASON rose to order. The hon.
member had accused the Opposition of
not giving the Government fair play.
These words were calculated to be offen-
sive, and he asked that they be with-
drawn.

Ma. SPEAKER: The words should
be withdrawn. The accusation of unfair
play was an accusation of improper
motives, and the hon. member must not
use the words.

Mt MORAN:- If the leader of the
Opposition did not like the words, he
would withdraw them, and say he
regre tted the utter lack of judgment and
good wishes on the part of the leader of
the Opposition. It was quite within the
province of the Opposition to uste the
forms of the House to delay the business.
But he asked, was it wise to carry the
session on? What would be the result?
Was it wise, seeing the Government had
abandoned the idea. of marking time and
had chosen to adopt tho policy of pro-
gress, to continue the opposition?

Ma. RASON: Who said so?
MR. MORAN: The leader of the

Opposition had charged the Government
with an entire change of policy. Having
found their bearings, the Government
were determined to go ahead with a
policy similar to that which was carried
on in the earlier days when we were well
governed. The Government intended to
go ahead with the public works of the
country, and amongst other things to
adopt a carefully- thought-out immigra-
tion scheme. Was it not reasonable to
allow the Government to get into recessP
He gave the leader of the Opposition
credit for correctly quoting what he (Mr.
Moran) had said last session when sitting
in Opposition. The advocacy he put
forward last session was no doubt the
correct one, but the hon. member was a.
year l-ate. Probably next year the hon.
member would be quoting the remarks
made this session.

[ASSEMBLY.] Oondition of Business,
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MRa. J. L. NANSON (Greenough):
Raving paired with the member for
Dundais (Mr. Thomas) for the remainder
of the session on questions affecting the
rights of the Government-and he pre-
sowmed this particular question came under
that category-he would like to say a few
words, if only to show that, although
prevented from voting on this motion, be
wras thoroughly in sympathy with the
stand taken by the leader of the Oppoisi-
tion and the member for Menzies. It
was contended by the member for West
Perth that we iust adjourn, no matter
at what cost, in order that the work of
the country might be proceeded with.
The hon. member surrounded his plea
with some almost impassioned details in
regard to what might happen during this
Christmnas season if the House did not
succeed in going into recess on Christmas
Eve. One took it, therefore, that the
hon. member wished this House seriously
to believe that if we got into recess by
Christmas Eve, public works would
spring up all over Western Australia, and
immediatel3 a spirited immigration policy
would come into existence. That might
be all verty well as an exam pie of the
rhetoric with which the memaber for West
Perth could electrify this House, perhaps
better than any other member; but it
would not appeal to us when we looked
on this matter in the sober light of
common sense, and recognised that there
were some matters impossible even for
the present Government when backed
up by the member for West Perth.
Doubt-less the country at large would
consider Lhat members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House were false to
their duties if they did not oppose a
motion of this bind by every means at
their command. The Notice Paper was
in a state of congestion, and it could Dot
be said that the blame for that state of
things rested with members on the Op-
position side of the House. It would, he
thought, be found, if one went through
the records of the present session, that
for every member who had spoken on the
Opposition side two at least had spoken
on the other side, and for 'me speech say
of half-an-boor which had been wade by
a member on the Opposition side, one
would easily find a speech of an hour
which had been made by a member on
the other side. He most fully sympa-

thised with the wish of the Premier that
we should get into recess at the earliest
moment; but whilst symnpathising 'with
that wish he (Mr. Nanson) added a

Iqualification. If we considered our own
wish we should get into recess im-
mediately, but if we considered the in-
terests of the country we had a duty to
perform, and we must resist the w;ish
of the Government and of the former
Independent members to get into recess.
Let us take one quettion which the
Government had put in the front of their
policy when they assumed, office-the
question of referendum in regard to the

I Upper House. Never ha~d the Bills sent
from this place to another received more
summary treatment than some of the

IGovernment proposals had received dur-
ing this session; and knowing the prin-
ciples and the political convictions which
used to animate the Government, and
hie presumed still animated the Govern-
went with regard to that matter, be
would have thought, seeing the treatment
which legislation passed in this Chamber
had received, that this particular ques-
tion, which occupied a very prominent
position in the political programme put
forward by the hon. member in his policy
speech at Suhiaeo, would not have been
included in the list of the "1slaughtered
innocents." Yet we found that at a com-
paratively early period in the session it
had been studiously, apparently, kept at
the bottom of the Notice Paper. It
might be said many Opposition members
were willing that the Bill should not
come on for dliscussion ; but he would ask
members whether the duity of the Govern-
ment in these matters was to consider
those opposed to their policy, or whether
it was not their duty to bring forward
and push on a ith those principles to
which they had given their own adhesion.
If we were to accept the contention of
the member for W~est Perth that in this
matter we should take no exception to
the action of the Government because it
met with the views of memibers on the
Oppoition side of the House-

Mn MORAN had never made use of
Ithose words. Be hoped the hon. mem-
ber would withdraw them.

31a. NANSON was glad that the hon.
member had made this disclaimer, but

Ihe had understood the hon. member to
Iurge that, as the Ggvernameut were 4to
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ready to meet the wishes of the Oppasi.
tlii in regard to this referendun:, the
Oppositiou Mdight show an equal readi-
ness to meet the #lshes of the Govern-
ment in regard to sdispending the
Standing Orders. If at an earlier' stage
they had recognised the necessity 'of
clos'ing the session by Christmas, it
,Would not have been a very difficult
matter, assuamieg they possessed sufficient
control over their immuediate supporters.
The responsibility rested not on the
shoulders of the Oppositionj hrut an the
shoulders of the Governient, and more
particularly the leader of the House.
Even in the last week we had had
instances where the Estimates had niot
been pressed forward with any great
speed, and where much time bad been
taken up in debating questions such as
a tax on unimproved laud, and the debate
on that subject camne from the Govern-
ment side of the House. The Govern-
mnent showed no disposition to bring
these questions within the radius of
practical polities. Iu regard to the
cornpact entered into between the Inde-
pendent or formerly Independent memn-
bers and the Government, he took it
that this trru&ty was based on the
question of immigration. An endeavour
had been made to fasten on members of
the Opposition side the responsibility for
delaying that policy unless we allowed.
the Government to get immediately into
recess. Members wished to obtain from
the Government a definite statement of
their policy. The favourite device of
almost every Government was to delay
awkward quest-ions, and the question
of civil service reform was, whether
intentionally or otherwise, delayed by the
Leake Government through appointing a
royal commission to deal with it. In
regard to this question of immigration,
his fear was that there might be a. great
deal of err and very little wool. The
Government might want to ponder over
the matter to such an extent that when
the next general election arrived they

migt discover that the political position
had altered, and that there was no longer
any necessity to make tbis immigration
question a burning one. Every member
on the Opposition side of the House was4
firmily convinced that, there was the most
vital and immediate need to inaugurate a.
policy of ilr igration. He took it thlAif

political antecedents went for anything,
if the views expressed by membters of
this Caber--

Mu, SCA"DAN; Was the member
in order iu discussing the whys oa
wvherefores of the immigration schemeF

ME. SPEAKER: The hon. member
wag a little irrelevant. He could not go
outside the motion, but hie would be in
order in referring to any Bill it was pro-
posed to pass through in this rapid
manner. He would Dot be in order in
going fully into the muerits of an inmi-
gration scheme.

MR. NANSON was referring to the
intention of the Government, as he
understood, to deal with the immigration
question when they brought in their Loan
Estimates, and members on the Opposi-
tion side wished to secure adequate
discussion on those proposals. IfE the
Standing Orders were suspended alto-
gether, it would be impossible to secure
that fufl and complete discussion which
members wished to have.

Mn, MORAN: That did not follow.
MR. NANSON though tit did follow, and

he was going to explain why it followed.
Possibl 'y, if the Government' thought
there was a chance of prorogruing before:
Christmas, we should have long sittingvs
from which some members must be
absent, and during their absence the
Loan Estimates might be disposed of.
As to many of the Bills on the Notice
Paper, the Government had not announced
tbeir intentions. The Premier had not
told us what Bills he intended to sacrifice.
Was the important Referendu m (Legisla-
tive Council) Bill to go through at one
sitting, despite the diverse opinions of
members and the unknown attitude of
the Independents towards it ? In the
ahsence of a statement that the Bill
-would bie dropped, we must assume tht
it would be passed at one sitting.

Mn. MORAN: That would please the
boa. member.

MR. NANSON: No; for whether or
not he favoure-d a, reform measure, he
would strongly object to its passing
without -adequate consideration and dis-
cussion.

THE Paxxrna: The Bill was intro-
duced as a party measure.

MR. NANSON: That was a pity. It
should have been introduced for the good
of the country. The Aborigines Bill. had
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not reached its second-reading stage.
Was that to go through all stages at one
sitting, or to be slaughtered? Some two
years ago he had taken the James Gov-
ernment to task for delaying an. Aboti-
gines 'Bill; and be would resist any
attempt to abandon this Bill, or to pass it
without consideration so as to seczure its
rejection in another place. That Bill
alone would jusatify our sitting after the
Christmas holidays. Recognising the
unusually hot weather and the length of
the session, the Premier should adjourn
in a day or two till the end of January or
the beginning of February, so that we
might come hack refreshed to take up
this humanitarian Bill for protecting
ahoriginal natives, who were as well
deserving of protection as another section
of the community-organised labour.
This Bill, urged on successive Govern-
ments by the Protector of the Abor-
igines, was now to be thrown over-
board by a Government which made
a great parade of their anxiety to benefit
the workers. Only a few days ago Gov-
ernment members devoted some two
-hours to discussing -whether a mau should
be allowed to have his hair cut after 7-30
p~m.; yet this vital question of aibori-
glues protection provoked nothing from
those members but what appeared to be
a compassionate smile. The Navigation
Bill also mnust be sacrificed if we pro-
rogned before Christmas. It had many
clauses; it affected property valued at
millions of pounds;i and. it would need
more discussion than a proposal for ex-
tending the closing hour of barbers'
shops. If such Bills were rushed through
at this stage, another place would be
denied an opportunity for consideriug
them, and we could not complain if they
were thrown out. When it was proposed
that we should have a magnificent works
policy - the Norseman railway, the
Kojonup railway, and half a dozen
other railways, all to be paid for appa-
rently out of the three-quarters-of-a-
million Ioan--when we were about to ask
the English investor for this large sumi
of money to carry out an enormous pro-
gramme of public work~s, the rec-om-
mendation we had to offer him was that
we passed a Bill dealing with shipping
property worth many millions sterling,
almost in quicker time than it took to
decide whether a man should have his

*hair cut after 7-30 p.m. It was impos-
sible to conceive a reater burlesque of

*legislative proceedings than to reserve
the end of the session fur deAling with
the most itnportant measures, having
allowed the preceding portiob to be
largely consumed in debate which 1kt
comparison with debates now imnminent

Iwas purposeless. The sittings of the
Chamber had begun at an earlier hour
than usual, and the Opposition had

*given the Government every assistance;
yet business had not been hastened. If
it were understood that at the beginning
of each session much time would, rela-
tively speaking, be wasted, every Govern-
ment in power would use their majority

ito, make use of the pernicious practice of
passing important measures in the last
days of the session. When the preceding
Government attempted to do something
similar in December of last year, the
member for West Perth properly de-
nounced their action. If the attempt

iwere wrong then, it was equnally wrong
flow. He '(Mr. Nanson) did not -vote on
that occasion.

MR. Mo0RAV: B1ecause about that time
the lion member was contemplating an
important change of situation.

Ma&. NANSON: The hon. member had
allowed his imagination, in this as in other
instances, to obtain too powerful a sway
over him. He (Mr. Nanson) at that time
did not contemplate any change, and the
me-mber for West Perth must be fully
aware of it, because he (31r. Nanson) was
long after that date to be found opposing
the attitude of the Government in regard
to constitutional questions, shoulder to
shoulder with the hon. member. The
interjection was welcome, and he (Mr.
Nan son) ha-d done his best to bring it
forth from the bon. member in its full
force, having a shrewd suspicion as to
what the hon. member wished to say, andl
so that he (Mr. Nanson) mnight have an
opportunity of giving it a most emphatic
denial. It was impossible to adequately
deal with three Bills, if the suspension of
Standing Orders was to be permitted. It
was incumbent on the Premier or that
great constitutional authority, the mnem-
ber for West Perth, to quote some
instances in which the suspension of
Standing Orders had been permitted in
regard to a Bill involving the possible
lapping of what Was reg-arded in some
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quarters as an integral portion of the
Constitution-the Referendum (Legisla-
tive Council) Bill. Was there any pre-
cedent for permitting a Bill of that
importance to pass through all its stages
at one sitting ? Was there any precedent
also for passing through all its stages at
one sitting a Bill of great importance
commercially, such as the Navigation
Bill? What provision was to be made
for discussiing certain other important
items, such as select committe~es' reports?
The report of the Poinbart Commnittee
opened a wide field for discussion, and
the precedent opened a still wider field.
We could not now hope that civil servants
would sleep. under their alleged wrongs,
and would not demand the same redress
and inquiry that Mr. Poin hart. received.
If it were not that he (MNr. Nauson)
feared to weary the House, he could go
through the Notice Paper and looint out
a great variety of questions needing the
fullest discussion. A large proportion of
these questions bad been brought forward
by members on the Government side.
Were those members prepared to allow
those subjects to be dropped F The
member for Rfannans was interested like
himself (Mr. Nauison) in the IDefamiation
Bill. Unfortunately the Premier, in
moving the motion, had not made a full
and clear statement as to the intentions
of the Government in regard to legisla-
tion. Should the Premier muake that
statement at the close of the debate,
members were precluded fromn replying.
Had the statement been made in the first
place, the possibility was that the debatb
might have been shortened to a consider-
able degree. Although he (Mr, Nanson)
was unable to vote on the question, his
remarks would sufficiently indicate that
he wasB altogether in accord with the
stand taken by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. Hansard showed that the Educa-
tion vote last year was discussed on the
11th November and again on the 18th
December; and that it was not until after
the first discussion that the then Govern-
m~ent used their power to cease discus-
sion.

Mn.. MORAN: They put the gag on.
Mn. NANSON was not prepared to

state whether the action of the then
Government was justifiable or not; but
as the member for West Perth thought it
was not justifiable, the hqu, uiember

should resist any similar proclivity on
the part of the present Government.

THE PREMIER (in reply) expressed
su 8ie at the attitude taken by the

lede of the Opposition, and at the hon.
member's statement in regard to the
relative position of business this session

Iand on the occasion when the Govern-
Iment moved on the 3rd December of

lasgt year without notice a simuilar motion
to that now submitted with notice. On
the 3rd December last year, a loan Bill

Ifor £1,500,000 had been given notice of ;
the Loan Estimates were not brought in
till three weeks after; the debate on the
second reading of the Collie-Narrogin
Railway Bill had been adjourned; the
second reading of the Jandakot Railway
Bill had not been moved ; the Electoral
Bill, the Constitution Bill, and the
Redisatribution of Seats Bill were still
before Parliament, for though pa~ssed
through all stages in the Legislative
Assembly, yet there were messages from
another place were to be expected, and
seeing that they might have been import-
ant, if there wits justification for opposing
the suspension of Standing Orders then,.
it rested on the fadt that gvrave constitu-
tional changes should not be made with-
out giving notice beforehand.

MR. RAsoN: That was the 3rd Decem-
ber, and this was the 20th.

THE PREMIER: Which miade it so
much the worse. There might be excuse
for opposing the motion when the House
hidl an amnount of time to deal with the
business and failed to do it; but the same
justification could not apply when the
House had a shorter period to deal with
the business before it.

MR. RAsow:. The question was whether
we could get through before ChristmasP

Tan PREMIER had not in) any way
alluded to that question in moving the
motion. Hle had pointed out the necessity,
in tbe interests of the country, to expedite
the closing of the session, that the depart-
inents had not received adequate attention,
and that administration hod to some
extent been neglectoed for the past twelve
months. That statement had not been
successfully refuted. Nobody attempted
to deny it. We heard a. great deal from
the member for Menzies (Ifr. Gregoryv)
in regard to what that hon. member
would have done in respect to certain
l egislation and certain commissions of
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inur had the bon. member beenMiitr for -Mines. The hon. member's
statement showed that since ceasing to be
Minister the lion, member had acquired
ability which be certainly had not
possessed while administrating the
department. One was gratified to find
the member for Menzies out of office
had used his time to such great advan-
tage.

Ma. BisoN: Better than the Premaier
had in office.

The PREMIER: That was a matter
on which there might be a difference of
opinion. The hon. member's (Mr.
Rason's) complaint was possibly that he
(the Premier) had used his time in office
a little too much to the hon. member's
disadvantage. As leader of the House
be had been thoroughly open and straight-
forward in his dealings. The action of
the Opposition to-day had come as a
thorough surprise to him. The House
waa given a reasonable amount of notice
of the intention to move ini this direction;
and it would have been an act of courtesy
on the part of the member for Guildford
to inform him (the Premier) that it was
intended by the Opposition to rigidly
oppose the motion, and that believing the
Standing Orders were somewhat different,
he (Mr. Rason) intended to take advant-
age of them by any means whatever. Re
(the Premier) asked no consideration
from the Opposition whatever, except such
consideration as might be necessary in the
interests of the country. He asked the
Opposition to do their duty to the country,
whatever it might be, just as he was
endeavouring, to do his duty to the
country. Certain remarks were made
concerning the amount of'consideration
the Opposition had shown; but he (the
Premier) believed the silence of the
Opposition was due simply to the fact
that the Opposition trusted members on
the Government side to debate things at
sufficient length to avoid the necessity of
interference from the Opposition in the
matter.

MR. RisoN : That would be remedied.
THE PREMIER: The hon. member

and his colleagues were quite welcome to
take what steps they pieased. The bon.
member had now given an indication of
the policy intended to be pursued by the
Opposition.; and he (the Premier)

welcomed the intimation of that policy.
Up to the present time, he (the Premier)
had endeavoured to meet members on the
Opposition side, even at the risk of
inconveniencing himself and those sitting
on the Government side; but if the
leader of the Opposition would assure
him (the Premier) that his attempts to
give the Opposition every consideration
were not appreciated, he (the Premier)
had no wish to continue extending that
consideration farther.

MR. BARON : Had it not been mutual?
THE PREMIER: The action taken

this afternoon was simply a desire to see
that administration affairs were attended
to, and was not taken in the interests of
the Government. There was no desire to
get into recess for the sake of the
Government. Tt was a desire to see that
attention should be given to the adminis-
tration demanded by the interests of the
country. A few weeks ago he (the
Premier) pointed out that there was
strong necessity for examination of the
departments with a view to reform and
reduction of expenditure. Members
opposite complained themselves at the
time of the amount of administrative
expense to which the country vas
commutted; but they had taken no step
towards reducing it while in office, and
were indicating their desire to prevent
the present Government front doing any-
thing in that direction. It was perfectly
impossible to carry out any scheme in the
direction of economising in administration
while t-he House was sitting. Hfe regretted
the manner in which the motion had
lbeen received, but still trusted it would
be accepted. The member for Greenough
spoke of the motion in a way implying
that it was intended on a snap division to
treat it as a no-confidence motion. He
(the Premier) was quite willing to let it
be so treated.

Mu. NANSON (in explanation): The
Premier had misunderstood him. A
member having paired should lean to the
side of over.-strictness rather than under-
strictness. Were he to vote on this
motion, it would be a violation of an
arrangement maode with the member for
Dundas.

THE PREMIER: The member for
Menzies had pointed out that low down
on the Notice Paper was a proposal to
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discuss a motion which came from another
place as to a lockout at Kookynie. The
bon. member spoke of it as a motion of
no-confidence.

MR. MoAffs: The Opposition could
not frame a motion of their own: they
had to borrow one from another House.

Tans PREMIER: If the member for
Menzies wished to move a motion of no-
confidence in the Government, he had
power to doso. One did not know of any
case-perhaps the leader of the Opposi-
tion could enlighten him-in which a
motion sent from a second Chamber had
been treated in the first Chamber as one
of want of confidence in the Govern-
ment.

Mn. RAsoN . When be desired to move
a motio~n of no-confidence, be would wove
it straight out.

Tnn PREMIER was glad to hear it,
but was sorry the hon. member had not
convinced the member for Menzies of that
fact. He was taking exception to the
member for Menzics having quoted an
item on the Notice Paper, a message from
another place, as at motion of want of
confidence in the Government.

MR. GORDON: We would like to hear
about it.

Tn PREMIEIR: Members could hear
about it. Let the hon. member move a,
motion with the concurrence of the leader
of the Opposition, and that motion would
find its proper place on the Notice Paper.
Personally he did not intend to take
notice of what he regarded as a second-
hand motion of censure: it would have
the same consideration that a message
dealing with any other question coming
from another place would have. The
Council was -not a party House; its
actions had no relation to the position of
parties in this House; but he (the
Premier) was willing if any member of
the Opposition, with the indorsement of
the leader of his party, chose to bring
forward a direct motion of no-confidence
based on the lockout case at Kookynie,
to give the motion that position on
the Notice Paper that its importance
demanded.

MR. FRANK WILSON rose to speak.
MR. SPEAKER: The hon. member

could not speak, the mover having
replied. The right of reply was not
exercised until every member who wished

to speak had spoken; and it would be
ridiculous if it were otherwise, far if a
member were allowed to speak, the mover
would have the right of reply again.

Ma. FRANK WILSON: On previous
ocasions he had spoken after the mover
had replied.

MR. SPEAKER:- Did the hon. memn-
ber rise to a point of order?

MR. FRANK WILSON claimed that
he bad the right to speak at any time.
He had spoken after the mover of a
motion had replied, several times in
previous Parliaments.

MR. MORAN: It was the old game,
but it would not come off.

MR. FRANK WILSON: With every
respect to the Chair, he still claimed that
he had the right to speak at any time,
whether the mover had replied or not.
He would like to 'know the Standing
Order on this question.

Mn. SPEAKER had given his ruling
on the matter. After the mover of a
motion had replied, no member could
speak. If the bon. member wished to
take the sense of the House on the
ruling, he must move that the ruling be
disagreed to.

MR. FRANK WILSON: If that were
the ruling, he would understand it in the
future; but in the past such a ruling had
never been enforced.

MR. MoRAN: On the contrary, it had
never been otherwise.

MR. FRANK WILSON:- Scores of
times he had spoken after the movor had
replied.

MR. SPEAKER: The member was
under a misapprehension. The practice
did obtain in previous Parliaments and
in the earlier part of last Parliament;
but in the latter part of the
last Parliament the laie Speaker
ruled that after the mover of a.
niotioh had replied, no other member
could speak. That was the practice in
the Imperial Parliament, and it would be
wrong if it were not the case.

Question :(suspension) put, and a,
division taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for ... 11
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AYE'. Nots.
Mr. AnnMr. BaYrges
Mr. BahMr: Curson
Mr. Suite. Mr. Giegory
Mr. Butcher Air. Hardwck
Mr. Connr Mr. Hayward
Mr. DuglisI. Mr. flicks
Mr. Ellis Mr. Listen
Mr. Rustic Mr. Metarty
Mr. fleitmnnn Mr. N..r
Mr. Hensalmw Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Hola. Mr. Bason
,Mr. Hlora Mr. Frank Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Gordon (Teller).
Mr. Lynch
Mr. Moreu
Mr. Needhnn
Mr. Weise.
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Twylor
Mr. =ro
Mr.Wat
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. r. Wilson
Mr. Gill (Tellr).

Question thus passed.

BILL, FIRST READING.
LAND ACT AMENDMENT (Forestry),

introduced by the Minister for Mines and
Justice.

RETURN-RA-ILWAY WATER TRAINS,
PERTH-FREMANTLE.

On motion by Mr. Gill (Balkatta).
ordered: "That there be laid upon the
table of the House a return, Showing-
(i) The cost per anum to the Loo.
Department of the water trains between
Perth and Fremantle; (2) The cost
between Mi-lland Junction and Chidlow's;-
(3) The number of years those trains
have been running."

BILLS, THIRD READING.
NORTH PERTH TRAMiWAY5, transmitted

to the Legislative Council.
VICTORA PARK TRAMWAYS, trans-

mitted to the Legislative Council.
NAVIGATION, transmitted to the Legis-

lative Council.

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING MOVED.

THE PREMIER (Hon. H. flaglish),
in moving the second reading, said: I
wish to point out that the object of the
Bill is solely to liberalise the conditions
under whicb money may be deposited in
our Post Office Savings Bank. At
present no person can deposit more than
£150 in any one Year or more than £600
altogether in the Savings Bank. The

Bill proposes to remove the annual limit
altogether, or at all events to allow to be
deposited in any one year the full amount
that a person is entitled to deposit, and it
raises the total amount that any person
may deposit with the Savings Bank from
£600 to £1,000. It is recognised that it
will be a material advantage to our
Savings Bank if by this means its
business can be extended. At the same
time it is likewise recognised by a large
number of our citizens that it would be a

Igreat advantage to them, when they have
money lying idle for some considerable
time and mfoney in excess of £2600, if they
had an opportunity to deposit it in the
Savings Bank, and thereby earn a certain
amount of interest, without the dis-
advantage of having to deposit it for a
fixed period. The Bill farther proposes
to remove the limitation in regard to the
amount on which interest can be paid.
At the present moment the bank can
pay interest only on an amount not
exceeding X300. This measure proposes
interest may be paid on the full amount
deposited, which may be up to £1,000;
but it gives the Governor-in-Council
power to make a differential rate of
interest for the first £500, and for
any subsequent. deposit that may be
made; that is, in other words, it
may be determined that the interest
payable in respect of any deposit not
exceeding £500 Should be 3 per cent.,
and a lower rate of interest may be
fixed if it appear desirable to the
Executive, on any amount in excess of
that sum of £500. Another trifling
amendment made, which is in the in-
terest of depositors, particularly of small
depositors, is the removal of the require-
ment that a person shall only deposit any
sum which is a multiple of a shilling.
By the abolition of that provision it will

I b~come possible for any person to deposit
Ia sum whether it be a multiple of a
shilling or an odd figure. For instance,
it would at present be impossible for any
individual to deposit a sum of 12s. 6d.
with the beak. A person who had
12s. 6d. could deposit only 12s. of that
amount. There is no disadvantage in-
volved to the bank in removing this
prohibition, and there is a benefit to
those, especially to the young people in
our midst, taking advantage of the
Savings Bank. The friendly societies
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will of course, like ordinary customers,
be able to raise their limit from £6100 to.
.R1,000. Another provision which will be
advantageous to depositors is that which
enables joint accounts to be 'kept. At
the present time the Act distinctly pre-
vents the keeping of any joint accounts,
and therefore any two persons who hiave
a certain interest in common are pre-
vented from utilising the Savings Bank
for their common purposes. If this Bil
be passed, that disqualification will be
removed. Another provision is to allow
societies and institutions of all kinds
which are at present prevented under
Section 17 of the existing Act from
utilising the Savings Bank to take
advantage of its existence. This will be
a great advantage to many of those
institutions, and 1 believe it will be par-
ticularly advantageous to those work-
ing in comparatively small places,
where their f unds are low, and
where, even if there is a branch of
an ordinary associated bank, it is
impossible for them, -without a, great
deal of inconvenience or some degree of
expense, to take advantage of the exis-
teace of the ordinary hank. Another
provision, purely an administrative one,
which is introduced is.that which makes
it possible to close the Savings Banks onl
all bank holidays. The present provision
is that the Savings Banks are closed only
on Government holidays, but on a day
which is a bank holiday, though -not a
Government holiday, the Savings Banks
may remain open for business. The dis-
advantage of this lies in the fact that the
Savings Banks have not the advantages
of any ordinary branches of the associated
banks in the way of means of safe de-
posit, and if ordinary banks he closed,
then any moneys received by a branch of
the Savings Bank have to be kept on the
premises until the hank opens on the fol-
lowing day. There is a large amount of
inconvenience and a certain amouint of
risk involved by this proceeding; and
without being likely to incur any public
inconvenience, as due notice is always
given of these bank holidays. I think the
proposal to allow these banks to be
closed on bank holidays may well be
adopted.

On motion by MR. RADoN, debate ad-
journed.

[MR. BATH took the Chair.]

NORTUH FREMA&NTLE STREETS
DEDICATION BILL.

SECOND READING

THaE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Ron. G. Taylor), in moving the second
reading, said:- This is a6 short measure
that will give power to the municipality
of North Fremanitle to form certain
streets named Coventry Parade and
Christina Parade, leading off from Vic-
toria Avenue to Thomson Road. They
are not in accordance with Section 221 of
the Municipalities Act, which I will read
to point out the necessity for passing the
Bill. These parades are something under
20 feet in width, king about 230
links wide. Section 221 of the Act
sets forth that a municipal council
cannot spend money on streets un-
less they are a certain minimum width,
namely 25 feet. These two parades
are apparently greatly used by thc people
of North Fremantle, and it is the desire
of the council to form them into streets
for the convenience of the ratepayers and
townspeople generally. To do that it is
necessary to pass this short measure, and
1 feel confident there were will be no
opposition. It has for a considerable
tinie past been the expressed wish of the
council that this should be done. The
section which prevents the council from
spending on these parades the money
which they now have at their disposal is
in the Miuicipal Act of 1900, as

Ifollows:
No street shall, after the passing of this

Act, be set out unless tbe width of sue h street.
Ito be ascertained by measuring at right angles
to the course of such street from front to front
of the building line on either side thereof,
shall he sixty-six feet at the least, and no
council shall declars any street of lesser width.
Provided that the conneil shall have power to
dedicate to the public use any surveyed street,
not less than twenty-five feet in width, on
which allotments have been laid out and sold,
and which shall have been set out before the
passing of this Act, and sbafl have been in un-
restricted public use for at least twelve
months; and, after publication thereof in the
Government Gazette, such dedication shall be
deemed to be valid and complete, and such
street shall thereupon become a public street.

These Parades, Coventry Parade and
Christina Parade, are, as I pointed out
before, something like 30 links in width,
which is considerably under 25 feet;

Iconsequently to enable the council to

[ASSEEMBLY.] Norlh Fremantle Streets,
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macadamise these streets and to put them Questic
into condition so that they can be used Bill ret
by the public, this Bill is necessary. I
have much pleasure in moving the second
reading. B.Bill pas

Mna . BOLTON (North Fre- debate, re
mantle) : I wish to say a word in sup- the report
port of tbis Bill, and to tell members THIRD
that these two small streets were made TH
for survey in 1897. One side of one H

street is bounded by church property, moved Lb
and one side of the other street is bounded time.
by a Crown grant. After the parent MaI . R.
Municipal Act was passed, an enabling Ishort of
Bill was passed through this House posed th,
enabling the council to spend money on siisieude{
Jewell Parade. At that time it was not er
known that Christina, Parade and Coven- otieon
try Parade were not of the required tirn~
width. The reason those two parades tidr
were not included in that Bill was that
there was an understanding with the FACTOR
church people that a strip of their property 'COUNCI

would be given or sold to the municipality, The Le
The reason that compact has been broken one amen
by the Wesley Church-and I am glad now consim
to say that churches do not often break Clause-
compacts which they make-is that the THE
whole of the laud belonging to the Gov_ moved:
em ment in that municipality was recently That the
given to the 'University Endowment The meas
Trustees. The particular church ox- not provi
pected that they would receive another worker ii
grant from the Government in place of the amen
the land they intended to give to the fixing the
council for widening this street; but pro yemen
finding that the Government have no guide to
more land in the municipality which can build fact

be given to the church, the church will Mn. B
nt give a portion of their land for this Ithe Cou,

street. So the only alternative is that Iprovemen
the council, being willing to macadamise owner ; f(
the street and having the means to do so, air-space
now ask Parliament to give them power there wa
to expend money on this street, although to fix a.
the width is not in accordance with the intending
Municipal Institutions Act. The council workshop
desire to provide for ratepayers residing morethai
in or using this street by giving the same owner m
facilities as are provided for ratepayers That int
in other streets. So hon. members will He agree
see there is nothing in the Bill beyond clause, wi
the simple provision for granting power grant ex
to the council to expend municipal funds workshop
on these two short streets, which of this claus
course will not increase in length, and fixed in t
cannot under the circumstances be in- fix a In
creased in width. persons

Factories Bill, 2021

~n put and passed
Ad a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

ised through Committee without
ported without amendment, and
adopted.

EADING (POSTPONEMENT).
tIINISTER FOR LABOUR
at the Bill be now read a third

ASON: Surely this was little
a farce. It could not be sup-
Lt the Standing Orders were
I to hurry a Bill of this
through the House, as it could
great urgency.
by leave withdrawn, and the

[ng made an order for next day.

ES ACT AMEN~DMENT BILL.
L AMENDMENT, AIR-SPACE.

tislative Council having made
d ient in the Bill, the Same was
dered in Committee.
-Air-space:
WIINISTER FOR LAB3OUR

Councit's amendmnent be agreed to.
ure has it left this Chamber did
de a minimum air-space for each
n a, workshop or factory. But
idment made by the Council
air-space at 350 feet, was an ire-
ton the Bill, and would be some
those persons who intended to
cries or workshops in this State.
ASON could 'hardly agree that
2(11's amendment was an im-
t, in the light of the factory
r though it fixed a minimum
at 350 feet for each worker,

us no attempt in the Bill
maximumn; therefore an owner

to build a new factory or
would never know how much

iL 350 cubic feet per worker an
ight be called on to provide.
reduced an element of danger.
1 with the last paragraph of the
'hich enabled the Minister to
mption to any factory or
in regard to the operation of

:e; but if a minimum was to be
he Bill it would be well also to
Lximunm for the guidance of
ntending to build.
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MR. FRANK WILSON: A person
might construct a factory with air-space
according to the minimum fixed in this
clause; but it would be in the power of
an inspector to condemn that factory, in
the event of the department deciding to
increase the minimum air-space required.
An industry should not be liable to this
serious interference, at the will or whim
of an inspector. We might well insert
a maximum, as bad been suggested, and
it was a reasonable view that persons
establishing factories, and thinking they
were acting rightly in constructing
according to the minimum of 360 cubic
feet of air-space per worker, might yet
be called on to provide a larger air-space.
No industry should be put inthatposition.
We wanted to encourage the establish-
ment and extension of industries and not
to retard them. There was a cry that
workers were out of employment, and he
deprecated anything that would stop the

oeig up of industries and the estab-
lsmnt of factories in tbe State. We

should protect the health of the workers
in every way, within reason. A man's
labour should be treated in the same way
as other commodities, such as wheat,
timber, coal, iron, or anything else put on
to the world's market, and should be
regulated by the laws of supply and
demand. Attempts had been made to
regulate the value of labour.

THE CHAIRMAN: The member was
going beyond the scope of the amend-
ment.

MR. FRANK WILSONwas endeavour-
ing to show that any restriction placed
on the extension of an industry must be
detrimental to the community.

THE: CH AIRMAN: The member must
confine himself to the amendment.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: After con-
forming to the laws of the land, and
supplying an ample area for workers, an
inspector might go round and say that
the air-space must be increased or certain
hands discharged. A factory owner should
not be subject to the beck and call of
the inspector. The output of a factory
might be brought down so low that the
industry would not pay. There was too
much power given to inspectors. If the
Government saw their way to introduce a
maximum air-space as well asa minimum,
owners of factories would be able to see

that the maximum was provided in a
factory.

flu. HICKS: When the Bill was before
the Committee on the second reaoding, he
pointed out that it was necessary to
supply air-space for each adult to the
extent of 1,000 cubic feet. That was for
a person in a state of rest, but a person
working would require up to two and a-
half times that air-9sce. If we wished to
have the air-space laid down, it should be
on scientific lines. We should do nothing
that would make us appear foolish in the
eyes of the world by laying down a mini-
mumi of 350 cubic feet.

flu. ELLIS: We were acting foolishly
in limiting the aix-spaceto KO0 feet, which
was below what was held to be the regu-
lation space all over the world. It would
be wiser to fix the proper regulation
minimum of 500 feet.

Tu MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
AND LABOUR: Although the minimum
was placed in the Bill at 350 feet, there
was power under the clause to allow of
regulations being made prescribing that
the minimum might be 500 feet, or any
other quantity. The Bill previously pro-
vided that the air-space should not exceed
150 feet, and in accepting the amendment
we were making a great advance.

OR. flICKS: One hundred and fifty
feet air-space was the amount provided
for children in State schools which were
properly ventilated. We should either
make a satisfactory minimum or strike
out the provision. In placesof worshipand
in theatres, the air-space, was very much
below the minimumn. We should place
all buildings on a proper footing. The
air-space in some industries might run
up to 8,000 cubic feet per individual.
The only way to arrive at a proper basis
was for the inspector to examine the air
coming out of a room in which people
were working. He moved:

That in the amendment of the Legislative
Council, "1350,' be struck out, and "1500 " in-
serted in lieu.

Mu. FRANK WILSON: We were
getting into a worse position. This
matter should be adjusted by testing the
air coming out of factories. But build-
ings could not be erected subject to a
test to be made at a future date. This
was a question for decision before people
started to erect factories. Was the
Minister satisfied that a regulation should
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be framed so that the amount of air-
Space could be settled before a person
started to build? If so, the difficulty
would be overcome. After a factory was
built, the quality of the atmosphere
coming out of it was surel ,Y deter-
mined by ventilation, and if unsatisfac-
tory, could be improved on the health
inspector's requisition. Every person
building a factory should be able to
ascertain from sonme competent authority
what sanitary provisions were required.
It was unreasonable that an inspector
might afterwards command the recon-
struction or the enlargement of the
factory. Proper ventilation could be
secured without enlarging the building;
but a. large air-space would entail heavy
expense.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes
Noes

8
18

Majority against -... 10
AYEs.

Mr. Brow
Mir.Bgo
MR Eli.
Mr., Hayward
Mr. McLarty
Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Ean
Mr. Hicks (T.U.,).

NoEs.
Mr. A=wl
Mr. Blo
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Hastie
Mr. Henshaw
Mr. Holman
Mr. Johnso
Mr. Lynch
Mr. Needba.
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Scodda.
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Tray
Mr. Watts
Mr. P. V. wilon
Mr. Prank Wilson
Mr. Oifl (Teler).

Amendment thus negatived.
Mu. RASON: The Committee and the

public should understand that another
place proposed to provide for each worker
a minimum air-space of 350 feet. A
medical member of this House (Dr.
Hicks) assured the Committee that 500
feet was the lowest minimum consistent
with safety. Opposition members, hav-
ing that assurance from a competent
authority, tried to secure that space as a
minimum; but strange to say, Labour
members voted against the amiendment,
anud for keeping the minimuam air space
at 350 feet.

DR. HICKS: The attitude of Labour
members was surprising. After careful
consideration he hadl concluded that 500
feet was the lowest safe minimum. The
minimum ought really to be 1,500 feet;

and a 350 feet minimum would make tbe
State ridiculous in the eyes of the world.

THE MINISTER thanked the leader
of the Opposition for his assistance. His
advice would be considered when framing
regulations. The Bill gave power to
prescribe by regulationuwhatever minmum
air-space was considered necessary. The
member for Roebourne had previously
given us vainable assistance on this Bill,
and should ho satisfied with the result;
but when the leader of the Opposition
claimed to be the friend of the workers,
these bad only to consider that a few daysa
ago he voted for a maximum of 400.

MR. 1{ASON: No; 450.
DRu. Hies Far better declare a

maximum.
THEi MINISTER: The clause as

amended by the Council provided that
the inspector might determine what space
should be reserved for each worker, and
that such space should not be less than
that prescribed by regulation, provided
such) space was not less than 850 feet ;
and that the klinister might exempt any
factory from the operation of the clause.

DR. HICKS: We should not pass an
Act which might be defeated by regula,-
tions contrary to its spirit.

On. ELLIS: The last speaker need not
worry. The Bill as it left this House
fixed no minimum. Another place, fear-
ing that the inspectors might be untrust-
worthy, fixed a winimumof3bOfeet. That
would affect neither the power of the
inspector nor the test that he would apply.
Suitable ventilation could be insisted on;
hence it was not a serious matter whether
the minimum was 850 or whether there
was any minimum. A little medical
advice had a great effect on the leader of
the Opposition, who wag so open-minded
that he could in a few days change his
proposal from a maximum of 450 feet to
a minimum of 500 feet.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
went agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

AGRICULTURAL RANK ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL (No. 2).

POINT OF ORDER-POSTPONEMENT.

MR. C. H. RASON (Gildford):
IBefore we proceed with the second read-
ing of this Bill I wish to call attention to

Factories Bill.
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a point of order. It will be within your
memory, Mr. Speaker, that this Bill is to
the same effect as the one which reached
us from another place, which, taking a
constitutional course, you ruled out of
order, and which had to be withdrawn
and laid aside. I am m uch afraid that
in avoiding Scylla we hav4 fallen on
Charybdis, because immediately the Bill
was laid aside the Premier moved for
leave to introduce another Bill to the
same effect, and it was read a first time.
I submit that the procedure was out of
order because the Standing Orders had
not been suspended; also that the Bill
could not be introduced and read a first
time without suspending the Standing
Orders. I merely raise this point-and
I am sure my friend the Premier will
recognise it-because the action of this
House in one respect may be disputed;
so that it is well we should be thoroughly
constitutional in our practice in regard to
the Bill before the House. I submit, on
a. point of order, that the Bill will need
to he reintroduced, as it was out of order
to reintroduce it and read it a first time,
the Standing Orders not having been
suspended at the time.

MR. SPEAKER: In this ease the con-
stitutional practice has been closely
followed. As to the practice in the House
of Commons, I am not prepared with the
quotations at this moment; but if the
hon. member will search the records he
will see that this is the constitutional
course that is 31ways adopted. In South
Australia, 'where there have been occa-
sions of some difficulty in dealing with
matters from the Council which consti-
tutionally should have been introduced in
the Assembly, the course has been
followed of laying the Bill aside and
immnediately, with permission of the
House, introducing another Bill. We
'have previously adopted this course during
this session. Where we have had occa-
Sion to lay aside a Bill, we have immnedi-
ately, by leave of the House, introduced
a new Bill in lieu thereof. It is striu'tlv
in accordance with the practice elsewhere,
and that is why I permitted it to be done
in this case. I see no reason to believe
that any objection can be taken to it on
the point of order; but I must point out
that before this Bill gets into Committee
there should be a. Message from the
Governor.

TnuE PREMIER (Hon. H. flaglish):-
I do not intend to deal with the constitu-
tional aspect of the question, nor do I
intend, in view of your ruling, sir, which
however I think is somewhat different
from the ruling given before in previous
Parliaments, to proceed with this Order
of the Day. I move that it be postponed,
in order that a Message fromn the Governor
may be brought down.

MR. SPEAKER: On this point of
order I am quite willing that the
matter should be discussed by the House,
because it is a new procedure for
US. Our Standing Orders provide
that where anything crops up on a,
point of order nlot provided for by our
Standing Orders, we adopt the :'-ractie
of the House of Commons. There is
nothing provided in our Standing Orders,
so far as I canu recollet, to dc-al with the
exact question that is under con sideration,
where it is found necessary to introduce
another Bill in lieu of one that has to
be laid aside for some reason or other.
The matter comes under the Standing
Order directing that, where our Standing
Orders do not provide for a case, we
shall adopt the practice of the House of
Commons; and the practice adopted is
strictly that of the House of Commons.
If any member wishes to discuss the
point of order I shall be glad if he will
do so.

Question passed, the order postponed.

PRIVATE BILL -KALGOORLIE TRAM-
WAYS RACECOURSE EXTENSION.

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of three amendments made
by the Legislative Council considered
in Committee; Mn. BATH in the Chair,
Mr. W. NELSON in charge of the Bill.

No. I-First Schedule, line 4, strike
out "1420 " and insert " 320 "-

MR. NELSON moved that the amend-
went be agreed to. This and the next
amendment were corrections of literal
mistakes that had crept into the Bill.

Mn. RASON sought assurance that
the Bill did not contain other mistakes
not yet discovered by another place.

MR. NELSON had the greatest pleasure
possible in giving the hon. member the
assurance desired.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

Kalgoorlie Tramwaye Bill.
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No. 2-agreed to.
No, 3-Second Schedule; Clause 2,

line 1, alter "1within " insert "six ":
MR. NELSON:- The Council had

filled in a. blank in the Bill. The Word
"six "inserted related to " six months."

He moved that the amendment be
agreed to.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the repor;
adopted, and a me isage accordingly
returned to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1901-5.
INi COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous Friday;
Ai1r. ]BATH in the Chair,

ruaLIc Wonns DEPARTMENT (Hon.
W. D. Johnson. Minister).

GENERAL STATEMENT.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): E.n submitting the vote
for the Public Works Department for
the year ending 1904-5, 1 take it that
few remarks are necessary from me to
commend thle vote to the committee;
but I desire to make a few remarks,
before the items are reached, in connec-
tion with the proposed expenditure; and
I desire members to realise that we are
not proposing in these items to spend
money on loan works. I emphiasise this
point because I fear members will intro-
duce discussion on works that are being
proceeded with out of loan funds; and I
wish to assure members that they will
have an opportunity at a very early date
of discussing works out of loan money.
It is generally supposed that the vote
provided on this year's Estimates is
smaller than in previous years. I desire
to assure the Committee that, in com-
parison with previous years, this is not
so. The Public Works Report discloses
the fact that the following votes were
passed during the last five years: For
the year 1898-9 there was provided
£.325,895; for the year 1899-1900 there
was provided £225,163; for the year
1901 there was provided £278,554;
for the year 1902 there was provided
£2332,822; and for the year 1903 there
was provided £487,326. The programme
put forward this year, paid from revenue,
amounts toX£87,857. I mentioned that

the year 1903-4 1 would deal with
separately, because I desired to be fair;
I wanted to draw comparisons especially
with 1904.

Mn. RASON:. You have given us five
years,' why not give us the sixth?

THE MINISTER: I can give the
hon. 'rmber the figures, and I will do
so later on. It cannot be said that
works defrayable from revenue do not
bare comparison with the past, for
with the exception of last year, the vote
for which was inflated by the inclusion
of works usually paid for out of loan, the
programme is practically greater this
year than in any of the five previous years.
If the hon. member desires me to draw
comparisons with last year, I will proceed
to do so.

MR. RAsow:- You gave us the figures.
for five years. Give us the figures for
six.

THE MINISTER: I will give them to
the hon. member. It has been said that
our programme this year is small in coma-
parison with last year. I am going to
single out last year, and 'give the hon.
member the figures and draw com-
parisons.

MR. RAsori: I have themn. You need
not worry about me. It is for the rest
I am thinking.

THE MINISTER: The hon. member
would, I take it, like me to *accept the
sum of money voted last year, namely
£608,000, but I propose to take the sumx
expended last year.

MR. Risow: Did you take the sum
expended i the other years?

THE MINISTER: I gave the amounts
voted in the previous years. The bon.
member and thos criticising this year's
proposed expenditure have drawn a com-
parison with the sum voted by Parlia-
mnent last year, and neglected to draw
comparison with the sumi spent last year.
The vote passed last year was £603,000
and the sum spent was.£470,000. In the
sum of £470,000 is included a sum of
£47,370 for secret purchase. I do not
desire to refer to that item, because I
take it if I referred to it I shall only
have to repeat it when we come to the
item after the general discussion is closed ;
therefore I desire to pass it just with
the comment that this amount is included
in the expenditure of last year. I ask
the Committee to believe me when I say

Annual Estimates - (20 DECEMBER, 1904.1
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it is the intention of the Government this
year to expend the sum of money voted
on this year's Estimates. My instruc-
tions from the Colonial Treasurer are to
get mny plans ready and proceed wvith the
work, in order to carry out the programme
inside -this financial year. M 'y instruc-
tions to my officers are to proceed and
prepare the plans to pave the way, in
order that they can carry out the works
authorised by Parliament; therefore I
ask the Committee to believe it is the
intention of the Government to expend
the amnount voted by Parliament, and not
ask Parliament to vote a sumn, and spend
thousands of 'pounds less than the sum
passed.

Ma. GuscGoaR: Do you intend to con-
fine yourself to that?

Tap, MINISTER: In order to draw
comparisons, members must realise that
in last year's Estimates a sum of money
was provided from revenue for the
Leonora railway, and also for rabbit-
proof fencing. Those two items do not
appar on the present Estimates, although
they were included in the sum authorised
by Parliament in last year's Estimates.
To draw a comparison between last year's
vote and this year's vote, I will give the
Comuiaittee the following figures. The
amount provided on the 1903-4 Estimates
-I am giving this because the leader of
theOpposition asked for it-was £602,978,
to be correct. The nominal amount
under-spent, arrived at by deducting the
expenditure shown on Estimates printed,
was X84.869. In the expenditure,
which was not included in the £602,978,
but shown in the Estimates now printed,
is the sam for secret purchase, t47,370,
and I do not believe that the leader of
the Opposition will say that this was a
public work. If we put together the
£84,000 under-spent and the amount for
secret purchase, we arrive at a, total of
£132,239. Deducting that from the
£602,978, we come to the actual expendi-
ture last year on public works of
£470,739. Let us take this year's pro-
posed expenditure. The amount provided
for on this year's Estimates is £387,857.
Works to be provided, for out of loan
funds are the rabbit-proof fence and the
Leonora railway. Thle amount for the
rabbit-proof fence is £100,000 and that
for the Laenora railway £40,000, making
a total of X140,000. I take these two

items because they were inc luded in last
year's Estimates, and included in the
£470,000 spent during the last financial
year.

Mn. RASON: We did out of revenue
what you are going to do out of loan.

THE MINISTER: That is quite
possible. We will discuss the Loan
Estimates when we come to them. If we
include those two items we arrive at a
total expenditure this year of £527,857.
Therefore I am justified in saying that
the proposal this year compares favour-
ably in relation to the expenditure
last year, and I am justified in taking
not the amount authorised by Parliament,
but the amount actually spent by the
previous Governnment within the last
financial year.

MR. N. 3. MOORE: Will the £100.000
for the rabbit-proof fence and the
£40,000 for the Leonora railway come
out of revenue or loan?

THE MINISTER: If the hon. member
will look at last year's Estimates, he will
see that the amount for the rabbit-proof
fence and Leonora railway came out of
revenue. This year it is proposed by the
present Government to pay it out of loan
money. I do not desire to go any farther
with this discussion, for from utterances
of the leader of the Opposition and
others this afternoon I take it I shall
have to repeat a considerable amount in
my remarks on the items. Let us get on
to salaries. This is another vote which
has been criticised. Lastyear the amount
provided for salaries was £01,750, and
this year the amiount is £60,482.

MaR. RAsON:- Now you are lu mpin g the
loan and revenue. First you want to deal
with revenue.

THE MINISTER:. That is so. When
we bring down the Loan Esitimates we
deal with items of expenditure; but on
Loan Estimates the question of salaries
is not raised;i therefore members are jus-
tified in raising the question of expendi-
ture as far as salaries are concerned on
these Estimates. If they do not do so,
they will not hlave an opportunity of
raising the question in connection with
Loan Estimates. Therefore, to be fatir
with the Committee, I include it because
on the revenue Estimates is always
included the amount spent in connection
with - -

(ASSEMBLY.] Worke generaNy.



Annul Eaitnaes: [20 DECEMBER, 1904.] Wogeell. 27

MR. RASON: The bon, gentleman has
just said that the loan salaries can be
discussed on revenue Estimates. He
cannot refer to loan salaries when dis-
cussing revenue Estimates, but must deal
with them separately when we reach
them, I would like your ruling on that
point.

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not under-
stand that there are any salaries on the
Loan Estimates. The Loan Estimates
are not before us, and we are in a posi-
tion to discuss only salaries on public
works and buildings. The hon. member
can only discuss salaries which appear
here in regard to the Public Works
Department. If these Estimates include
the salaries relating to loan expenditure,
they can be discussed.

THE MINISTER: The sum of £260,482

is prvided for salaries on Estimates now
before the House; £ 30,000 of that is
provided for expenditure in salaries in
connection with loan works; and I repeat
that I am justified, and that members of
the Committee will not have an oppor-
tunitf of discussing salaries in connection
with loan works unless they seize the
opportunity at present provided by the
fact of these salaries being now before
the House.

Ma. RASON: The two items are quite
distinct.

THE MINISTER: There is a slight
decrease in comparison with last year.
An examination will disclose a number of
transfers and rearrangements.

MR. RASON: A slight decrease ?
Tan MINISTER:, A slight decrease.

The vowe last year was £61,715; this
year it is £60,482. I repeat there is a
slight decrease in connection with salaries.
Included in this year's salaries are several
new organisations which have been
brought into existence since the last
financ;ial year; I refer to the Organisation
uow carrying out the rabbit proof fence.
Something over £2,000 is included in the
amount I have already mentioned which
provides for the staff carrying out the
rabbit-proof fence. It also includes the
money provided for the staff managring
the water supply at Claremont. This
item T will deal with later on, because I
am not satisfied with the system of
Organisation introduced to deal with the
supply. But the fact remains that in
the.£60,000 is included the Organisation

brought into existence to manage the
Claremont water supply. Then we have
an addition to the staff of the Surveyor
General in connection with the sewerage
of Perth and Freniantle. Additional
surveyors have been put on since the end
of the financial year, and additional
draftsmen have been engaged, making a
total amount of some £2,000. That is
also included in the £60,000. Then I
would like also to point out to the Com-
mittee that with this staff we are carry-
ing out works for post-offices etcetera in
connection with the Commonwealth.

MR. GREGORY: YOU get a recoup on
them.

TnE MINiISTER: Or a percentage.
Therefore I point out we have several
new organisations brought into existence,
and we are carrying out Commonwealth
work.

MR. EASON: We always have.
THE: MINISTER: Yes; but it is just

as well to emphasise that we are doing so
and getting paid for it. When I point
this out to the Committee, they will
realise that there is not only a small
decrease in comparison with the vote of
last year, but there are also several large
organisations brought into existence
which make the decrease far greater.

MR. RASON: Special pleading.
Tian MINISTER: In connection with

the staff, by the vote of last year there
were 258 officers provided for, and. 11
were provided for under the ternporary
assistance vote. This year we have
added these to the general vote by the
Estimates, and we have got away from
this temporary assistance vote. With
those 11 officers added we have a total of
254 officers, or a decrease -including the
new rabbit-proof fence, the Claremont
water supply, and the additional staff in
connection with the sewerage-of 15
officers in comparison with the number
provided for in last year's Estimates.
Last year the expenditure under revenue
was £29,799, and the estimated expendi-
ture in connection with revenue this year
is £30,000. As far as my memory serves
me, £225,000 was provided on last year's
Estimates, and £29,000 spent. As% that
sum was spent without the authorisation,
of Parliament, I took it upon myself to
increase the amount to £30,000, seeing
the £25,000 was not sufficient last
year.
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MR. BisoN: Did you not have regard
to the expenditure alsoP

THE MINISTER: The expenditure is
what I am dealing with. The expendi
ture last year was £30,000, and this year
we provide £30,000 on the Estimates.
No expensive attempts have been made
to reorganise the staff, but early in the
new year I intend to take this work in
hand; and in order to demonstrate to
the Committee that I1 am fully deter-
mined to reorganise the Public Works
Department staff as far as my ability will
allow, I have provided oni this year's
Estimates a, slight alteration in connec-
tion with the Architectual division. I
will not go into detail at present, because
the question will probably be raised again
when we come to the item; and I ask the
Committee to refer to the Estimates to
see the new system of organisation I have
introduced in connection with the Archi-
tectural division. It is my intention to
introduce that system throughout the
department, a system whereby officers
will deal with the central office direct,
without middlemen. Repeatedly I have
got assurances from the leader of the
Opposition when hie was a 2%linister, and
f rom other Governments, that this system
would be changed ; but the fact remains
that they have neglected to change the
organisation; so on getting into power I
introduced the new system for which I
have made provision on the Estimates.
As to the possible alteration I intend to
devote my attention to, it is always a
popular cry to say that it is the Minister's
intention to economise in the administra-
tion of his department, and that he in-
tends to reorganise. We have had that
assurance year after year, yet practically
nothing has been done; but this year I
intend to devote my attention to it, and
as I have been able so far to introduce a
new system, not in the interests of
economy but more in the interests of
efficiency, I intend to extend the system,
for I believe it is possible in this way to
economise to a great extent in the general
administration of the Public Works
Department. The previous Government
did make a start in this direc-
tion, for they decided to house the
whole of the Public Works Depart-
ment practically under one roof. It is
the intention of the present Government
-and I may say this was started by the

SriosGovernment-to bring all the
ivsosof the Public Works Depart-

ment to the Barracks. This arrangement
will be concluded early in the new year;
and when we get all the officers practically
under one roof, it will be possible to bring
about numerous changes that will tend to
economy. We have at present numerous
divisions in the Public Works Depart-
ment. Each division has its clerks, its
records, its accountants; in fact each
division has a separate and distinct
organisation. It is my intention to
centralise in connection with these differ-
ent divisions, and I believe it will be
possible to economise in the number of
chief clerks in the department, and in the
draftsmen, and I am certain we can
economise in the records and accountancy.
There is another thing- that has caused
me consideration both before and since I
have been a Minister, that is that we have
in connection with roads and bridges
practically three organisations. We have
in the works branch a clerk dealing with
roads boards; we have another clerk
dealing with roads and bridges; and so
also in regard to barbours and rivers-

MR. RAsoN: What has the harbours
and rivers branch to do with the works
branch ?

THE MINISTER: The ground covered
by the harbours and rivers branch could
be covered by the roads and bridges
branch. I do not expect the hon. member
has given sufficient attention to the matter
to understand that, but I am sure it can
be done. Mr. Dillon Bell, who presides
over the harbours and rivers branch, is
competent to supervise generally the work
in connection with roads and bridges,
with a certain number of inspectors under
him. We can concentrate the lot; out of
the three organisations we can make two,
and thereby get not only economy but
efficiency. It is my intention to extend
that system from theArchitectural division
to the other divisions. Coming now to
the Roads and Bridges vote, this is a matter
that has been criticised a good deal in
previous years. The total amount of
subsidy for this year is £65,000, as com-
pared with £60,000 last year. Of course
I am not going away from the point that
there was £10,000 voted last year as
special grants to those boards that struck
a rate. This year the total sum provided
is £65,000, and the special vote for the
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boards that struck a rate is not included
in this year's estimate, because there is
no necessity now to provide a sum for this
purpose. lUnder the Roads Act passed
during last Parliament, it was made
compulsory for roads; boards to strike a
rate; and there are now 30 boards rating
their several districts; nine other boards
have applied for exemption, which the
Minister has power to grant for a given
time; and seven boards so applying
have got exemption from rating. The
boards thus temporarily exempted are the
Upper Gascoyne, Marwradong, No Ilagie
Minlilya, Wandering, Nannine, and Wl
liams. It will be observed that these are
roads boards in the pastors1 areas, where
it is particularly difficult to strike a rate.
and these exemptions are only for a spe-
cified time. We anticipate in a short
time that all the roads boards will have
struck a rate, and then we can allot our
annual subsidy in accordance with 'the
rating, exactly as we do under the Muni-
cipal Institutions Act. I believe honl.
members will agree that it is desirable we
should distribute our subsidy in accord-
ance with the rating that is actually
levied, rather than under the present
system, which is one that can be i-
proved on, and that improvemnent can be
made by the fact that we have a. great
majority of the roads boards. striking a
rate now, and the subsidy can be paid in
accordance with the rate they have struck.
In conction with the total amount of
the roads vote, it is; as I have explained
£18,000 less than last year; but I claim
that the amount is more evenly distri-
buted this year for the general develop-
ment of the country than was the case
last year. Country districts this year have
received wore consideration, though the
general vote is less in amount than was
passed last year. I hope the leader of the
Opposition will call attention to the fact
when he speaks on these Estimates, and
show me whether my statement is
incorrect, that special consideration is
given this year to those roads that will
tend to the development of the country,
and is not given to municipalities, nor to
the maintenance of particular roads such
as that between Perth and Fremantle, as
was the ease to a large extent last year.
This year I got away from reconstruction
as much as possible without breaking
promises made by my predecessors;i and

iti yintention to get away fromreostution entirely, for I maintainthat no Government is justified in
granting sums for reconstruction of roads
after the Government has once con-
structed these roads. If we make a ro~ad,
we are justified in asking the particular
roads board to maintain that road;- and
if such a board comes to me for a special
grant for a road which has been made
out of Government grants in the past,
that boar& will get no consideration
from me. Neither are we justified in
granting sums for maintenance, which
maintainiance should come out of the
annual subsidy granted by Parliament for
roads boards through out the country.
New grnts may well be devoted to the
making of new roads; and maintenance
will have to be done out of the yearly
subsidy granted to roads boards for
maintenance purposes. The £13,000 I
have referred to can be miade up by three
items, namely the Yallingup Caves road,
on which a large sum has been spent in
the last year; the road to Lake Finial-,
a relief wvork practically started by the
previous Government on which a large
sum has been spent; and 1 may say it
was claimed that this road was going to
open up some good country-we have
spent ai large sum on that road and, I
hope it has opened up some useful

Icountry ; also there is the reconstruction
Iof the 'Perthb-Fremantle Road. So, as I
have said, if we tot tese three items, we
arnve at the sum of £13,000, and thus
bring down the total of the vote as
printed in this year's Estimates. I could
go farther and note the different sums
that have been granted for roads inside
municipalities, and I could refer to in-
stances of grants for construction and
maintenance.

Mnt. FRANK WILSON: The Yallingup
amount was not for reconstruction?

THE M1INISTER: The Yallingup road
grn as not for reconstruction; but

tatread took a great deal of money,
though of course it has developed that
part of the country and opened up agri-
cultural areas. I cannot pass this vote
without referring to the good work done
in connection with our roads boards as a
result of passing the Reals Act Amend-
ment Act of last year. I desire to refer
to the compulsory rating provision, which
has done % considerable amount of good,
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the great majority of roads boards
now levying a rate. In this connection
I specially desire to refer to the appoint-
mient of two auditors uinder that Act,
both very competent men, who have dune
wonderfuilly good work; and it isrepossible'
now for the Government to unffrtnd
exactly how every roads board in the State
stands; and if a hoard's books are not
kept in proper order, the matter is referred
to the 'Minister, and he knows what is
being done by each of the boards with
the money provided by the Government.
The reports sent in are all comprehensive,
and I congratulate the previous Govern-
ment on the selection of the officers.
Net only did the previous Government
get good accountants, men thoroughly
competent to audit books, but they
obtained men thoroughly competent to
give reports as to the road works. The
work done by the auditors has been
wonderfully good, and I desire to say
that the working of the Roads Act bas
been good, as is proved from tbe audits.
We find frdm the reports of the roads
board auditors thatt the rates collected in
country districts this year amount to
£5,070, in goidlields districts to £23,760,
and in suburban districts to £4,760.
There is a considerable amount of money
outstanding. As the roads board auditors
emphasise points, the Public Works De-
partment write to the boards pointing out
where the secretaries are neglecting their
work, especially in connection with the
collection of rates. I do not intend to
speak now at greater length, for if I
did so I should only be giving details of
the different items ; and as the leader of
the Opposition distinctly stated that
Opposition members would tatke every
opportunity of discussing the various
questions as they camne before the House,
I shall be prepared when the items come
up to answer questions. I desire to draw
the attention of the Commuittee to the
way in which the votes appear. There is
a column comparing each vote with that
of previous years. There is also a column
which shows the vote for 1903-4, and the
expenditure in connection with that vote.
There are also the district allowances.
Then we have the item generally, and a
column dividing the sum expended on
the different works right up to the 1st
November. There is a column under
Section 36 of theD Audit Act providing

the sum which may be expended lip to
the end of the financial year.

Mu. RASON What about the total
estimated cost?

i a MINISTER: That is not shown
iconnection with the Estimates. If

mnembers desire to know the total liability,
that information can be given. The Gov-
ernment did not think it necessary to
insert that information in the Estimates.
We thought it necessary to point out to

Ithe Commiittee the amount of money
which has been spent up to the let
November, and to show the amount to be
spent up to the end of the financial year.

[IDiscussion ensued on the Works
Estimates generally.]

MR&. BA SON: The Minister might
ihave confined himself to one of the two
courses which he stated he intended to
do. The Minister said he desired to deal
so1l 'y wi th the reven ue Es timates, and not
to mix them up and confuse them with
the Loan Estimates. lIn discussing the
salaries, the Minister proceeded at once

i to mix up the revenue with the loan
salaries, and lie refused to discuss the
matters separately, but said they ought
to be treated as a whole. Say what the
Minister might on the question of salaries,
be could not demonstrate beyond the
shadow of denial that there was not a
large increase in the cost of uadministra-
blon in the Works Department as com-
pared with the volume of work done.
This year it was estimated to take from
revenue salaries amounting to £30,600
to administer a total expenditure of
£387,587, as against last year's estimated
salaries of £25,000 (he knew that was
exceeded) to administer an expenditure
of £602,978. In other words it was esti-
mated to cost X5,000 more this year in
salaries to undertake works estimated to
cost £215,000 less. That was the exact
position. We were only dealing with
estimated figures, but those were the
figures before members. The Minister
said that menobers should look at the
loan expenditure and the salaries from
loan. The Committee would do that
when the Loan Estimates were reached.
The proportion of the salaries against loan
expenditure was entirely separate. The
hon. member for Ivanhoe wished to know
what was spent on salaries last year.
The vote was exceeded by some £4,500;
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so that we spent in salaries last rear
about the amount it was estimatea to
spend this year. Last year, as in pre-
vious years, the actual working cost of the
Public Works Department in proportion
to the work done compared favourably
with any State in Australia; but if we
took the figures now before us and they
came out anywhere approaching correct-
ness, the boast of the Works Department
had gone, because the cost shown was
about the highest for any administrative
department in Australia.

Tue MINISTER PR WORKS: What
was the cost last year?

Mr.. EASON:- About 4 per cent. No
matter what people might say about the
department, if that department was doing
work cheaper than any department in
Australia, then there was not much
,wrong; but when one found that a
department had suddenly become the
mrost costly in Australia., there was some-
thing wrong.

DR. ELLIs: How was that worked
out ?

MR. EASON -When it cost wore than
it did last year to do about half the
volume of work, then something must be
wrong.

TEE MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
did the member say the cost was ?

Ma%. EASON: Speaking from memory
the coat last year was about 4 per cent.;
that would be found to be approximately
correct. It would be only a decimal one
way or the other.

TH]E: MINISTER You Woass: Would
the member be surprised to find that it
was 6 per cent. ?

Mu. RASON would be surprised
indeed. The Minister for Works con-
gratulated the Committee, and he seemed
glad that this year it was not intended to
spend any money out of revenue on such
works as the rabbit-proof fencing, or
towards railway construction. Those
were matters, he said, for lean expendi-
ture, and the Government were going to
Spend this year out of loan moneys
£R100,000 for rabbit-proof fencing. He
(Mr. Eason) understood it was one of
the planks of the Libour platform which
could not possibly give way, no matter
what strain was placed upon it, that only
reproductive works were to be constructed
out of loan money, and then the greatest
care was to be taken in the choice of

those reproductive works. If possible
everything was to be constructed out of
revenue. This one particular plank, he
understood, would stand against all
strain ; it was immovable, On that
point the coastal unions and the ge Id.
fields unions were united; there was to
be no expenditure out of loan. So far'
from that being the case, it was proposed.
this year to expend £9100,000 out of loan
for rabbit-proof fencing.

At 6'80, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair,
At 7,30, Chair resumed.

Mn. RASON (conitinuinig): One of
the most prominent planks in the Labour
platform was, no expenditureo from loan
moneys except on strictly reproductive
works, and as little as possible, if any,
loan expenditure; yet this year the
Government proposed to provide the
total expenditure on rabbit-proof fencing
from loan moneys. Such fencing could
hardly be a reproductive work;j indeed,
the fence was intended rather to check
than to promote reproduction. Last
year, for rabbit- proof fencing the Works
Departmeut spent £,26,734, and the
Lands Department £16,667-a total Of
£4A3,401 from revenue. Last year the
total expenditure on fencing, including
cost of administration, was from revenue
£249,112, and on railway construction
from revenue £2154,605, or a total of
£2200,000 provided from revenue last
year for rabbit-proof fencing and railway
construction; and this year it was
proposed to provide such expenditure
from loan. We thus arrived at an
interesting comparison, Though last
year "ended with a surplus of A£83,364,
yet this year, though it was estimated
the revenue would be larger than that of
last year by £64,639-a total, with the
surplus, of £150,000--and although it
was not proposed to spend one penny
from revenue on the items for which
£200,000 was spent last year. the
Government expected to finish the year
with a deficit of £63,000. Rabbit-proof
fencing, in spite of what the Government
might say, was distinctly a work which
should be provided for out of revenue.
He defied any member of the Governmwent
to justify the expenditure of loan money
on that work, No doubt the work was
necessary;- but it should be constructed
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out of revenue because it was not re-
productive. How could the Government
consistently inform the British money
lender that though we had been careful
in the past to spend borrowed money on
none but reproductive works, and though
it was the policy of the party in power
that loan money, if spent at all, should
be spent on purely reproductive works,
yet we needed a loan to be spent on
rabbit-proof fencing !

Mn. A. J. WILSON:- The Labour party
were not responsible for the rabbit-proof
fencing.

POINTS OP ORDER -RULING QUESTIONED.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in discussing the fence.
This vote dealt with administration,
solely.

MR. ILAsoN: There was- also an item
of expenditure, £26,734, on page 66.

THE MINISTER: That was last year's
vote.

DR. ELLIS:- Did Dot the Chairman
recently rule that members could, 'when
speaking generally on the estimates for a
department, discuiss any item, whether
last year's or not?

THE CHAIRMAN: The hou. mnember
could not discuss on this vote an item
which could be again discussed on another
vote. Members could not discuss on this
vote the rabbit-proof fence. The dis-
cussion must be confined to administra-
tion.

DR. ELLIS: The Chairman had ruled
we could discuss last year's items though
there was no vote on this year's Esti-
mates.

Tn.E CHAIRMAN: The ease was not on
all-fours. That was a question where
there was no other vote on some other
Estimates. The bon. member could not
discuss the work on this vote, which
purely dealt with a question of adminis-
tration.

DR. ELris: Would we have no oppor-
tunityof discussing anything but salaries?
If the Chairman prevented our discussing
the question of salaries under this bead-
ing, members would also be deprived of
the power to discuss the question of
Salaries when the estimate for the work
came on.

THE CH AIRMAN: The bon, mnember
stated the question incorrectly. The
question of administration could be dis-

cussed on a. specific vote-, but the questioni
of the fence could only be discussed when
the proper opportunity arose.

MR. RAsoN clairneto be not discussing
the question of the fence or the con-
strutting of it. The Minister, speaking
generally, had pointed out that there was
no provision made for the fencing On
these estimates, but that the vote would
be provided for on the Loan Estimates.

Tnt, MINISTER: Yes; in order that
the matter might be discussed at the right
time.

MRj. RAsoT? proceeded to discuss the
principle of constructing the fence from
loan funds instead of from revenue.

THE CHAIRMAN: The bon, member was
not in order, and could not discuss the
question as to whether the fence should
be constructed from loans or revenue at
this point. The lbon, member would have
the proper opportunity of discussing the
question on the Loan Estimates, and
must reserve any remarks on the Sub-
ject for that occasion. At present the
hon. member was out of order. The hon.
member could discuss the admiinistration
when the item for salaries; was reached.

MR. RAson claimed to be speaking
generally on the question of the whole
works of the Public Works3 Department.
rrovision ought to be made on the
Revenue Estimates for rabbit-proof fenc-
ing, as the work was essentially one that
should be provided for from revenue.

THE CHAIRMAN: The lion, member
would have a full opportunity of saying
that when the Loan Estimates came on.

Ma. lt&som bad always, with the
greatest respect, bowed to the ruling of
the Ohairman; but in this case, feeling
so strongl on the matter, he was bound
to challenge the ruling. Did the Chair-
man say that he (Mr. Rasun) was not at
liberty to refer to the question of the
rabbit-proof fencing under these Esti-
miates ? If so, he (Mr. Rason) begged,
with all due respect, to differ from the
ruling.

TnE CHAIRMTAN: The bon. member
could discuss the question of the axldminis-
tration of the vote, but not the question
of the work.

Ma. RAsoN claimed to be discussing
the principle as to whether the money for
the work should be provided out of
revenue or loan. -
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THE CHAIRMAN: The proper oppor-
tunity for that discussion would be on
the Estimates on whieh the 'vote would
appear.

MR. GREGORY: There was no know-
ledge that the vote would appear any-
where.

THiE CHAIRMAN: As the vote, did not
appear on these Estimates, the hon.
member could not discuss the work.

Mn. RASON claimed to be right in die-
eussing the work, because on page 66 of
the Estimates. there appeared an item of
expenditure of £26,734 in connection
with the construction of the rabbit-proof
fence.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would note there was no vote this year On
that item.

MRl. RAsow: Being an item on last
year's Estimates, it could be discussed.I
If the Chairman's ruling was that he
(Mr. Rason) had no right to refer to
that item, he certainly disputed the
ruling.

MR. SPEAKER APPEALED .TO-RULINO.

THE CHIMAN OF COMMITTEES Stated
the question thus :-Tn the general dis-
cussion on the Estimates of the Minister
for Works, the question of the rabbit-
proof fence came up, and I ruled that
the miembher for Guildford could only die-
cuss the question of administration on
the vote appearing on these Estimates,
and that the question as to whether the
work bhould be dlone out of loan or re-
venue could only be discussed on the
Estimates on which the vote for the work
appears. The member for Guildford has
dissented front that ruling.

-MR. SPEAKER:- Does the item appear
on the Estimates in any form ?

TimE CHrAIRAN OF COMITTES: The
only item on the Estimates is an item for
salaries. Also on page 66, after item
.315, appears a vote on last year's Esti-
mates.

MR. SPEAKER: There is an item ap-
pearing as having been expended. last
year, and I understand that the hon.
member wishes to discuss the item ex-
pended last Year.

THE CHAIRUMAN Or COMMITTEES: Dis-
cussion arose as to whether this work
should be done out of revenue and not
out of loan. I said that such discussion

should arise on the Estimates on which
the vote would appear.

MR, RAsoN: This is my written dis-
sent:-" An item on page 66, Revenue
Estimates, £26,734, is Shown as expended
in the year 1903-4; and no item appears
on the Estimates in connection with the
rabbit-proof fencing, other than depart-
mental. I contend I am justified in
arguing that this work being a non-
productive one, some provision should he
made on the Estimates for a continuation
of it.

MR. SPEARER: IS the hon. member
discussing the matter generally ?

Ma. JtASOs: It is a general discussion
on the whole of the Works Estimates.

Ma. SnRAxnR: I understand the Chair.
man has ruled the discussion of this item
out of order, because it can be discussed
on some other portion of the Estimates.

THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITES:- NO;
on the Loan Estimates. The question is
as to whether the vote to be expended- in
1904t-5 should be paid from revenue or
loan funds. That is the point I ruled
upon.

Mn. EAser: I was pointing out that a
sumn of money was expended last year out
of revenue for the construction of rabbit-
fencing and also for -railway con struction ;
and I contended that the samie procedure
should be adopted this year, and that it
was not a proper charge in connection
with rabbit-proof fencing to make against
loan funds. The Chairman has ruled
that I must not refer to rabbit-proof
fencing here, but must wvait until the
Loan Estimates are before us. When
those Loan Estimates come onr, I have no
knowledge that there will be any item of
rabbit-proof fencing before us. The
Loan Estimates are not before us.

Mn. SPEAKER:- It appears to mec that
the Chairman's ruling is correct; but if
there is no other method of discussing an
amount that has been expended without
authority from rarliament, then I think
sonic provision should be made somewhere
for its discussion. If there is no pro-
vision here, or if there Is not likely to be
provision somewhere. then I would be
inclined to rule to safeguard the con-
stitutional rights of Parliament over
expenditure.

MR. GREGORY: This was not an un-
atho rieed vote.
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Kit. SPSAKER:- There appears to be a
constitutional point involved, and I
should like to hear discussion.

Tffn MINISTE.R: In the general dis-
cussion, I emphasised the point that the
Loan Estimates would shortly come
before the House, and I appealed to hion.
members not to introduce a discussion on
loan items, because there would be a
repetition of the same discussion on the
Loan Estimates. Also I pointed out
distinctly that it was intended in the
near future to introduce an item on the
Loan Estimates for rabbit-proof feincing.
Apart from the constitutional question,
and from whether we could discuss it
under the Standing Orders, if we discuss
the matter now we undoubtedly will
have a repetition of the discussion when
tbe Loan Estimates are before the House.

Da. ELLIS: The Minister for Works
distinctly told us that rabbit-proof
fencing, was coming under Loan Esti-
mates, and that the money voted for the
superintendence of the construction work
was under the Revenue Estimates; and
if we did Dot discuss it uuder this vote,
we would have no other opportunity of
discussing the question of salaries. It
appears to me that if the salaries of those
in connection with the department are
under discussion in this vote, it is the
proper place to discuss the quiestion; and
it appears to me to burk the whole issue
to try to leave it until the Loan Esti-
mates come on, when part of the money
for the administration of the loan expendi-
ture is being, voted in this vote. The
contention mnight hold. good if part of
the money was not now being voted;
but under item 63, the salaries for the
officers of the department are provided
under the bead of rabbit fence construc-
tion branch. If we cannot discuss the
question whether it is advisable to take
money from revenue to administer works
under Loan Estimates, it appears. to me
that the whole matter becomes so comn-
plicated that we shall not be able to
discuss it at all.

Mu. SPEARER (to the Minister): Does
this money appear in any other item?
The money is not actually voted here.
Is there any means by which this item
can come before the House in any form
except in this form ?

TaE Mnaqsrnn: The Loan Estimates
will provide for discussion of the vote

generally on administration. The eon-
structiou of rabbit-proof fence is an item
which will appeat ou the Loan Estimates,
but the salaries of the officers -ad ininister-
ing this division of the Public Works are
provided on these Estimates. But that
question is not in dispute. The question
of administration has not been raised.
The question is whether we can discuss
an item that does not appear on these
items farther than that i, is mentioned
as an expenditure of last year; or
whether the discussion should be held
over until the Loan Estimates come down,
which will provide for the construction of
the rabbit-proof fence..

TaxE CwATzsAz OF OoMITTEES: lIn
this matter the case mentioned by the
memnber for Coolgardie is not on all-fours
with the case mentioned this evening. I
ruled on previous Estimates that where
a vote had been expended last year but
for which provision had not been made
by the previous Parliament, under the
general discussion that could be dis-
cussed, that is a vote that has not been
authorised but which has been expended.
I considered that was the only oppor-
tunity when that matter could be taken
into consideration;- but in this case the
item as it appears 'here is merely trans-
ferred from the Lands Department of
last year. The item on page 66is "Con-
struction of rabbit fences £26,734," and
there is a footnote, "'Provided for under
'Rabbits,' but transferred to departmnt
constructing." On page 52 of the Esti-
mates under the heading'of " Rabbits "
in the Lands Department, there members
will see under item 4 on the top of
the page, "Fencing," the vote and the
expenditure. That vote was fully dis-
cussed by the last Parliament, and the
fullest opportunity was given for its dis-
enstion. It was voted by Parliament
and expended, and it is merely a transfer
which comes under the changed circum-
stances. The item is transferred to the
department of construction, that is the
Public Works. The question of adminis-
tration can, I ruiled, be di scu ssed, becau se
there is a vote on the Estimates for
salaries. On page 56 there is a vote
"Rabbit Fence Construction Branch,"
and mention is made of various depart-
mental officers. I ruled that members
could discuss the question of administra-
tion because that vote has to dIO with
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administration. I ruled that members
could not discuss the question whether
this vote should be dealt with out of loan
or revenue, because there was no vote on
the Estimates. It was for the informa-
tion of members put on these Estimates
as transferred from the Lands Depart-
went, where it was fully discussed last
year by members of this House; so that
it is not on all-fours with what was
mentioned by the member for Coolgardie.

DR. ELLIS: I never mentioned any
case.

MR. BisoN: The position really I
think is this, and if I am misrepresenting
in any way I am sure I shall be corrected
by members present. The Minister in
charge of the Works Estimates referred
to the question of rabbit fencing. HIe
told us there was no provision for rabbit
fencing on the revenue Estimates of this
year, but that provision would be made
on the Loan Estimates, and he enlarged
on that subject. Dealing with public
works generally this year, we find pro-
vision made for the staff necessary in
connection with the rabbit-proof fencing.
The rabbit-proof fencing appears on the
revenue Estimates, and provision is made
for the salaries upon those Estimates.
There is no provision certainly for the
construction of the fence. Comparing
the work or policy of the present
Government andi the policy of Lhe past,
I was pointing out time amount that
had been Spent last year out of revenue
in the construction of rabbit - proof
fencing. I contend that I am per-
fectly justified in doing that, because
the amount appears here upon these
Estimates as having been so spent. I
am. entil led to refer to that question, and
allude to the absence of any provision
this year for the same purpose. It is
upon that point I am ruled out of order
by the Chairman of Committees. The
Chairman of Committees holds that T
cannot refer to the desirabilit y of con-
structing rabbit-proof fencing out of
revenue; that I cannot compare the
expenditure which undoubtedly has
occurred out of revenue with the absence
of any pirovision this year, but that I
must wait until the Loan Estimates
come before this House. Upon these
Loan Estimates we have-and I accept it
in all good faithi-a promise from the
Government that provision will he made.

But supposing there is not, then I am
ruled out of order when I have a, chance,
to may mind, of discussing the question of
rahbit-proof fencing. When the Loan
Estimates come before this House we
may not have an Opportunity of discuss-
ing the question at all.

THE CAIRMAN Or CoMMinne: I
would like to point out that if no item
appears on the Loan Estimates when
they come down, there will be no itemr
for rabbit fence construction at all, and
there will be no need to discuss that.

MR. ]k~sow: There will be more need
then.

THE CHAIRMAN OF COMM aITTEES: The
hon. member cannot discuss the question
whether that shall be built out of loan or
revenue, because there will be no amount
on the Loan Estimates. The hon. mem-
ber has referred to page 56. That is a
question of salaries and administration.
The item appearing is merely placed
there for information of members, and
the real item appears under the depart-
ment of the Minister for Lands. If one
wants to discuss it, it should be on the
items for Lands Department, where the
vote appears.

MRx. H, GREGORY: I want you to
first understand that the Minister for
Works enlarged considerably in, regard
to those two items, the Laverton railway
and the rabbit-proof fence.

THE OHAINMABN OF COMMITTEES: I
rise to a point of order.

MRs. SUnszn: The hon. member must
discuss the point of or7der.

THE CHA.IRMAN OT COMMITTEF:s: The
Minister for Works did not make any
such statement. The statement the
Minister for Works made was that an
item would be provided on the Loan
Estimates, and that he would discuss the
question on the Loan Estimates, and he
hoped members would reserve their dis-
cussion till that item appeared. The
Minister for Works did not enlarge upon
the question.

MRs. GnnoonvY: I take it the hon.
member is speaking as the member for
Brown Hill at present.

MRs. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
addressing the Chair as the Chairman of
Committees, on a point of order.

MR. GREooRY:- AS Chairman of Comn-
mittees I shiall have to respect bun,
but I think that in a case of this kind the
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'Minister should 'have contradicted my
statement, if he desired to do so.

Tire MINISTER: I was going to do so.
Ma. GiRGoRy: The memiber for

Guildford was trying to point out what
had been done last year in comparison
with what was being done at present,
and we want to point out also frvm this
side of the House that last y ear we spent
£.70,000 from our revenue for the con-
atruction of the M1alcolm and Laverton
Railway. That item appears here,
£970,000. If you rule against 'is on this
occasion we shall not be able to discuss
tbe question in any shape or form. I
hold farther, that the Chairman of Com-
mnittees or even yourself would not be
justified-

MR. SPEA]KER: Tho bon. member can-
not criticise the Chbairman of Committees.

Mu. GREGoRY:z We understand the
Loan Bill is to come down and that pre-
vision will be in it. It is not a matter
within your knowledge, or within the
knowledge of members of this9 House.
We have a promise about it, 'but until it
is in your hands I contend it is not
before you or before us.

MR. SPEAKER: On the question of
relevancy, I rule that the Speaker has no
power to interfere with the decision of
the Chairman of Committees. It is only
on constitutional points that there is an -y
appeal to the Speaker. If in this
matter now under discussion this item
which appears here is an item for ex-
penditure in excess of the amount already
voted by Parliament, I think I will be
upholding the rights of the House in
ruling that any expenditure in excess of
the amount already voted by Parliament
is open for discussion, unless it can be
shown to me that there is a provision
somewhere else on the Estimates for the
discussion of the item that has been
spent in excess of the vote. That, I
understand, fully deals with the point of
order which has been raised. If this
item of £226,734 contains an amount in
excess of that already voted by, Parlia-
ment, and there is no other opportunity
in these Estimates for its discussion, I
rule that the matter is open for dis-
cussion. At page 52 there is an amount
of £228,000 voted, and we find an
expenditure of £43,000. I would like to
learn from the Minister for Works if this
item of £20,734 contains an amount

in excess of that already voted by Par-
liament ?

THE MINISTER: The £26,000 was spent
last year out of the vote provided under
the Lands E stimates, as far as my memory
serves me.

MRt. RAsex: May I be allowed to call
attention to the fact that in the item
appearing under the Lnnds Department,
page 52, there is a vote shown of £28,000.
Against that there is an expenditure by
the Lands Department of £16,667. Then
the vote was transferred according to the
footnote (a) at page 66, which shows the
item was transferred to the control of the
departmient constructing the fence, and
they expended £26,734, so there has been a
totail expenditure of £43,401 against a
vote of £228,000.

MR. SPEAKER: Then my ruling on the
constitutional point is this, that if any
amount that appears here, though it does
not appear actually in the total to be
voted this year, has been spent in excess,
,and there is no other opportunity on
these Estimates of discussing it, it is
open to discussion where it arises on the
Estimates.

THE ORAIRMAN OP COMMITTEES: I
would like to be absolutely clear. Is that
a discussion on the question of excess of
expenditure, or would you embrace the
question of whether the discussion can
also take the form of a discussion whether
the department expended this out of
revenue or out of loan? Must the question
be confined to the point of the expenditure
having exceeded the vote, or can members
raise the question of whether it was
expended out of revenue or out of loan ?

Mn. SPEAKER: I think the discussion
should take the course of an ordinary
cniticism, and if the memiber criticising
takes up the ground that this is not a
proper expenditure to tome out of revenue,
I think that would be ab proper dis-
cussion. But the point I wish to make
sure about is this. It appears that
there are -no Excess Bills under our
new Audit Act, and unless the oppor-
tunity is given for sufficient discussion
of these amounts, the House itself will
have no opportunity of criticising them;
and though on the question of relevancy
itself the Chairman must be the judge;
on a constitutional point if this is an
excess and there are no other means
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under the Estimates of discussing it, it
is open to discussion, in my opinion.

ME. N. 3. MOORE: I would like to
point out to you that the Minister for
Works, in the openiug- speech, referred to
the fact that.£100,000 was to be expended
from Loan Estimates on the erection of
rabbit-prdof fencing, but the adminis-
trative staff connected with the expendi-
ture of that money is provided for in
items from 63 to 68. The question that
appears to me is, if we are in order in
debating the qaestion of the adminis-
trative branch, are we not also in order in
debating the question of the £100,000
which has to he expended P

MR. SPEAKER: That is dealing withI
another question. I gather from the hon.
member that the £2100,000 to which he
refers is another amount that is to be
brought down in a Loan Bin, and that
money has not Yet been expended. We
are dealing with the amount expended in
excess of the sum granted by Parliament;
and something in the future which is to
be brought down in a Loan Bill is a
different question altogether.

MR. F. CoNNeR: I would suggest, in
connection with the view of the adminis-
trative vote, that it members opposite
wish to take a proper stand, they should
vote to Strike out the amount.

THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES: I
wish to be thoroughly clear on the
question of this item of excess expendi-
ture, whether the discussion must be
strictly confined to the amount of that
excess vote, or whether the discussion
can include the question whether a
projected vote which is not on the
Estimates can be referred to in discussing
this vote, that is the projected vote of
£100.000 of loan moneys.

THE SPEIAKER: I do not think that
discussion would be relevant; but theI
Chairmanwould himself be the judge of
relevancy.

RESUMED.

[MR. BATH again in the Chair.]
MR. RASON : We were discussing the

Works Estimates generally, Sad he
regretted that so much trouble bad
ensued, because all he had intended to
say mn connection with the rabbit-proof
fence he had already sitid, to the effect
that the work should have been con-
structed out of revenue rather than out

of loan. The AMister went on to tell
the Conmmiittee that the roads boards
vote, although it appeared from the
Estimates to be somewhat less than last
year, was really not so, but was a little
more. The 'Minister's reasoning in that
respect was bard to follow.

THE MINISTER denied having said that.
MEn. RASt)N :The inference was that

inasmuch as aill roads boards were now
bound to strike a rate, it was not neces-
sary to devote a sum of money for
division amtongst boards which failed
to strike a rate. The fact remained,
however, that £71,000 was provided for
division amiongst roads boards this year,
and X65,000 was provided last year.
Over and above that, there appeared to
be reductions in sEveral branches of ex-
penditure, such as Harbours and Rivers,
also Roads and Bridges. The Minister
talked of amalgamating the Harbours
and Rivers branch with the Roads and
Bridges branch. It was his (Mr.
Eason's) duty to say, as one who had
administered this department previously,
that the clerk of.the Roads Boards
branch was one of the best and most
hard-working officers in the service; not
one who pushed himself prominently to
the front, but a good officer; and it
would be an act of gross injustice to take
him away' from his present well-earned
position. How it could be possible to
amalgamate such very different branches
as Harbours and Rivers with Roads and
Bridges, one could not understand. The
officers of these departments had nothing
in common, their work being totally
differeut.

THNE MINISTER: That was as far as
the hon. member understood.

MR. RASON: Of cor-se he bad not
the understanding the present Minister
for Works had, nor would he like to have
it; but in his opinion it would be unwise
to amalgamate two such very distinct
branches as these. One needed no great
intelligence to recognise that the Works
anud duties of these two branches were
quite distinct. In the Water Supply
generally, provision was made for £6,000
less than last year; also for schools and
school buildings, nearly £4,000 less than
last year; for police stations and quarters,
£10,000 less. These redactions in ex-
penditure demonstrated this indisputable
fact, that the Works Department had
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been starved in this year's estimates,
while other departments were unduly in-
flated. It was from the expenditure on
public works that the people of the State
gauged the faith of the Mfinisters in thle
country. This did not admit of argu-
ment; for it was demonstrated that once
the Public Works Department's expendi-
tore ceased or slacked off, the public at
large thought there was something wrong,
whereas if there was a good amount of
Government building going on, we should
also see private individuals going in for
buildings. If the GovernmentC ceased
erecting buildings, so private individuals
ceased erecting buildings, that being the
general rule; and it was a great pity
that it had been thought advisable to
starve this department which wais cap-
able of doing so much good, for the pur-
pose of benefiting other departments
which, though they might do good work,
did not come so prominently in their
operations before the public. The Mini-
ster intended to economise by bringing
the branch officers together. He (Mr.
Boson) was glad this wvas so; but seeing
tbat in the Public Works Report dated
June, 1903, a date prior to the honour-
able gentleman becoming Minister for
Works, the Under Secretary said in the
report that he was glad it was deter-
mined to bring all the branches of the
Works Department under one roof, so
the Minister could hardly claim credit to
himself for taking that step.

THE MINISTER. had given credit to the
hon. member for that.

MR. RASON: The bon. gentleman
had said it was his intention to economise
by bringing the various officers together.
lie did afterwards refer to the fact that
it had been decided by the previous Gov-
ernment to make room in the Barracks
for the various branches connected with
the Public Works Department. Refer-
ence was made to the system of divid-
ing the subsidy amongst the various
roads boards. He believed it would be
a work of great difficulty to make an
improvement on the existing system.
The Minister had said that regard would
be had to the amount of rates collected
by the several boards; but regard had
always been bad to the rates collected by
the several hoards. The subsidy had not
always been divided in a promiscuous
manner, for although some members of

Parliament had been anxious that the
vote for particular boards should be
increased, still be (Mr. Rason) did not
think that bad undue influence on Govern-
mients in the past., nor would it be likely to
unduly influence the present Government.
As to the work on La~ke Pinjar Road, re-
ferred to as a relief work, it was under-
taken by the Government and was pressed
ink the House as being a very desirable
work. It was pointed out that if the
mone 'y was expended on the road it would
beq returned to thle Government by the
increased value given to the land. As to
its being a relief work, he could not
understand how that impression had
arisen. It was true there was a con-
siderable number of unemployed when
the. estimate for the work was passed
through the House, and many deputa-
tions waited on himi as Minister for
Works, urging him to make anl early
start with the construction of the road.
An early start was made. He (Mr.
Rason) -was anxious indeed to have the
work pushed on, and if possible to pro-
vide work for those out of employment.
But there was nothing ini the nature of a
relief work about it. If MelL Could not
do a day's work and earn a day's pay,
they had to go. A good many men went
out to that work under the impression
that it was to be a relief work, and he
believed they were undeceived; he trusted
they were. He was only too glad to push
on any authorised work to employ those
who would work on it. He had no in-
tention of providing relief for men who
were anxious only to draw the wages and
not give a return for them. The points.
he had endeavoured to make were, whereas
last year in the Works Department alone
£200,000 more was spent on public
works, and whereas we had made pro-
vision out of revenue for other works to
which he must not refer, and in spite of
that handed over a surplus of £88.000,
yet this year, under a different Govern-
ment, although there was a surplus of
£88,000 handed to the Government who
anticipated an increased revenue of over
£60,000, still the Government intended
to construct out of loan all the works
previously constructed out of revenue,
and. anticipated to end the financial year
with aL deficit of over £253,000.

Mia. FRANK WILSON: The point
that struck him first in regard to the
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Works Estimates was that the total expen-
diture had been decreased by £216,000,
yet we found the staff -was practically
the same. He presumed the Minister
would point out that some extra work
was being saddled on his department,
more especially in the construction of the
rabbit-proof fence, for which he had to
provide an additional staff. In this con-
nection one would 'like to know whether
it was proposed to carry out the work
departmentally or under' the day-labour
system. If the work were not to be con-
structed departmentally he presumed we
would not want so many resident
engineers, superintendents, surveyors,
and junior surveyors as provided on the
Estimates. He maintained that it was
very unwise on the part of a previous
Government to have departed from the
principle of contract in the construction
of this fence. He was sorry to think
that the country to-day was finding out
that the work' had not been so expe-
ditiously carried out, and he was certain
the country would shortly find out that
the work was not so economically carried
out as it could have been under the
contract system. If we wanted work done

-expeditiously and economuically-, the best
way was to let it by contract. In the same
connection, let him briefly refer to the
action of the Minister during the past
few weeks in connection with the wharf
at Frenmantle. He understood that work
was to he controlled by officers under the
vote and to be carried out depart-
mentally, notwithstanding that the con-
tractor who was finishing the contract
for the sheds haod a clause in his agree-
ment whereby he believed he had a
legal claim, and was entitled under
schedule rates to carry out the work of
raising the wharf also. What was the
reason for departing from the contractP
The in ister had never yet shown that.
works carried out departmentally could
be carried out at less than the cost of
contract work. The 'very reverse bad
proved to be the rule in this and in
other States. He hoped this matter
would not be decided on the claptrap
inwerjections of members wedded to the
labour caucus. It should be decided on
true facts, and he invited members to
study the special- report on the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme, upon which the
Labour party were very fully repre-

sented. If members studied that report
they would find out whether the Comn-
mission was in favour of dep-artnientally-
constructed works or not. The Premier
was on that Royal Commission, and

signed the report which strongly put
forth that if those who supported depart-
mental day labour wished to point to the
Coolgartlie Water Scheme in support of
the principle, they would be very much
mistaken. Under the Engineering
Division he believed we had a proposal
put forth and carried into effect to-day
to erect some machinery at Fremantle in
order that pipes might be constructed.
If anyone liked to take the trouble to
look into the matter as it affected the
people of New South Wales, it would be

*found that hundreds of thousands of-
pounds were absolutely thrown away
in trying to provide work departmentally
at a very mnuch enhanced cost. flat had
been proved times out of number. It
was unnecessary to go into details in

*discussing the Estimates. Not a very
long time since a letter was written to
the Minister for Works by the secretary
of- the Builders and Contractors' Associa.-
ation, asking that wherever departmental
wocrk was undertaken the department

Ishould be called on to put in a. tender
concurrently with outside contractors.
That seemed a fair and reasonable con-

I teution. The tenders were to he opened
simultaneously with the others. Should
the department- tender prove to be the
lowest, the contractors were quite pre-
pared that the work should be carried
out by the department, conditionally
on its being executed in the manner
proposed and for the sum stated.
The letter stated that the department
should treat each job as a specific con-
tract, and that the accounts should he
kept distinctly separate; such accounts
to be open to inspection by two members
of the Contractors and Builders' Asso-
ciation, during the currency of the work
and again on its completion. That was
a very reasonable offer to be put forward
by the contractors in the State, and it
would safeguard the works which had to
be carried out under the supervision of
officers appointed under the -Minister for
Works. The reply of the Minister was

i hardly satisfactory or syrer ithetic to the
contractors. The Minister in acknow-

Ilodging receipt of the letter stated that
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the Government decided to erect a portion
of the Asylum-that was the work re-
ferred to at the time-departmentally
owing to the great difficualty in specifying
the many little constructional details
necessary for the protection of the lives
of the inmnates in the building, and
because the Government had a quarry in
close proximity to the site from which a
good] supply 'of stone was obtainable.
The Government recognised that depart-
mental construction, like contract work,
could be carried to extremes. There was
room in the State for both systems. In
discriminating as to which system should
be carried out, the Government were
prepared to accept the responsibility, but
they found it unnecessary to adopt the
suggestions in the letter. If the members
of the Government party who were pledged
up the hilt to support departmental con-
struction of works in the State were
not afraid. of their principles, let them
stand true to their pledge. Do not
hedge, as in that letter, by saying
that both methods of construction were
necessary, and that the Government would
be arbiters as to which method should be
adopted. If they thought the result
would be favourable to departmental
work, adopt the proposal of the Builders
and Contractors' Association. Let tenders
be called publicly, and let the department
tender; let all tenders be simultaneously
opened; and if the work were done by
the department, let there be proper books
kept showing the cost of construction, and]
let the books be subject to the scrutiny
of contractors and others interested in
public expenditure. If the Government
were not prepared to invite the strictest
scrutiny of public funds, their term of
office would be short.

MR. BOLTON: Would the contractor's
books be open to inspection ?

MR. FRANK WILSON: What an
insane question! The Government would
be spending public money, belonging to
the contractors amongst others ; whereas
the contractor would be spending his own
money.

MR. EOLTON: Let both sets of books
be open, and the proposal would be
accepted.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: Probably
there would not be any objection to that.
The Minister, in his opening speech on
these Estimates, said the Government

would construct but would not recon-
struct or maintain roads. He ought to
attend to some of the roads in the Sussex
district, where a road on which aL large
sum had been spent, a road which mem-
bers availed themselves of a few weeks
ago when thiey visited the 'Caves, was left
unfinished for the sake of a paltry
£2,800. Members who visited the Caves
unanimously agreed that proper facilities
for access should be provided in order
that visitors to our shores might inspect
the Caves before passing. on elsewhere.
To this the Minister himself had agreed.
Surely it was a foolish policy to spoil
a ship for want of a halfpenny worth
of tar. Some £15,000 had been spent
on this road within the last year or two;
vet a patysum needed for its comple-
tion could nut be pro vided. The Minister
asked how its completion would develop
the agricultural industry. All along that
road were farmers working under heavy
disabilities, in soume places on poor soil.
Between the ocean and the road, and far-
ther on towards Cape Naturalists, were
somne of the best potato. growing swamps
in the State; in fact, that p)ortion of the
Sussex district was the Warruamnbool, of
Western Australia. To complete that
road woulId not only serve the interests of
health seekers and of general visitors,
but of all settlers in the district, who
were handicapped by lack of railway
communication and of good roads. The
dairying and fruit-growing industries
would be encouraged by road-making.
These had been already established in
the *district, and needed only a little
assistance to make them develop in aj
style of which few members had any*
notion. On the question of water supply
members were unanimous in making
reasonable provision for goldfields centres;i
but we shoul-I look after the wants of the
coastal districts also. The Sussex and
other districts were sadly in need of an
adequate water supply; and on the Supple-
mentary or the Loan Estimates we should
make some provision. Out back from
Wonnerup was a dry district in which
stock was running. A water supply was
needed there, if the dairying industry
were to prosper. In the Architectural
Division we bad a large staff, the items
totalling.£13,000 orX.14,000. How were
these officers employing themselves? If

&this House and its internal arrangements
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were samples of the intelligence and skill
of our Architectural Division; if the
unfinished road in front of it was a
sample; if our Supreme Courts were
another sample of the work done by this
branch-

Mu. P. P. WILsON: The Supreme
Courts were erected by contract.

MR. FRANK WILSON: That work
was good, but the design was extremely
bad. If these were specimens of wha~t
we got for an expenditure of £13,000 in
salaries, then the sooner the Government
ado pted the plan he had advocated-
abolishied the Architectural Division and
threw open all designs to competi-
tion -the better for the State. He
could not see how all these officers
could be employed or what buildings
they' were going to construct. He hoped
the Minister would take a grip of the
department and see that the State had a,
proper return. Large works should be
open to the competition of outside archi-
tects. By that means we would get a
variety of designs which would add to
the beauty and general effect of our cities.
Architects were inclined to get into a
beaten track, so that if we engaged out-
side architects we might Ret a diversity
of designs, and the benefit of the best
skill in the economical carrying out of
public works. At last there was a chance
of the Midland Junction Workshops
approaching completion. This work
would have been carried out better and
more cheaply to the State if constructed
by public contract. The pernicious
system of departmental work was seen
at Midland Junction. A tunnel Was
made at the expenditure of thousands of
pounds to carry electric cables, but the
tunnel was absolutely unnecessary, for
the cables might have been carried in
boxes or pipes.

HoN. W. 0. ANOWIN: The late Minister
ordered it.

MR. FRANK WILSON blamed the
present Minister as well as the lpast. In
the departmental report the Chief Engi-
neer referred to the construction of rail-
ways, and took up the attitude he (Mr.
Wilson) advocated that the construction
of railways was too expensive, that
primary railways should be of light con-
struction with a minimum of incon-
venience in working, that it was not
necessary to have expensive station

buildings, and that in many instances
buildings could be done without. This
was the right method to adopt in new
countries. Timber companies during the
last. four years bad always been in the
habit of putting down railway lines with
the same weight of metal and with the
same gauge as the Government railways,
but much more economically; and the
Lines were, as a rule, built in moredifficult
country than any wheat-growing country.

MR. BOLTON: The Government could
not run over them until they sent
a wan to square the lines up. The
length constructed by Mr. Hedges from

Midlnd uncionto Parkerville was an
instance.

MR. FRANK WILSON: If the rail-
way was not fit to be run over, why had
the department taken it over from the
contractor ?

Mu. HIESnAW: The timber companies
had the record for accidents.

Ma. FRANK WILSON: Timber
companies constructed railways for about
.£1,000 per mile and, as was the case in
Europe and America, sometimes had
stopping plaoces even without platforms.
The miember for Collie was not correct,
taking the record of the urivately-owued
railways in this State.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hou. member
could not enter that point. It was
irrelevant.

MR. FRANK WILSON: There was
I an item in the Estimates dealing with
1 Gooseberry Hill Railway. He had been

connected with that railway, having com-
pleted its construction. The railway
rose from Midland Junction to 1,025ft.
above sea level within 10 miles, and rose
600 feet in two miles. It was an
engineering feat unequalled in this State
and not excelled in Australia. As little
as could be spent was spent on the line,
but during tbe eight or nine years when
he (Mr. Wilson) managed it there was
no accident worthy' of the name except
when two locomotives tried to pass each
other on a single line, for which the con-
struction of the railway could not be
blamed.

MR. HENsHAW: What became of the
company ?

MR. WILSON: The railway was run
successfully with a heavier traffic than it
had to-day; but as soon as the Gov-
ernment took it over we found accident
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after accident, after more moneywa
expended in trying to put the line in'to
order than it originally cost. The
member for Collie was most un-
generous in his interjections, and was
trying to infer that the company was not
successful and went to perdition. The
railway was successful, and the comn-
pany was successful, and sold its under-
taking at a very handsome profit. A
considerable amount of money was voted
for bridges, but the South-West was
absolutely cut out. The classical bridge
over Torbay Inlet was omitted. He was
pleased to see that, under the Engineering
Department, orders would shortly be
given to goa into the question of an inner
harbour at Bunbury, which would give
Bunbury the best advantage for its
shipping tha could possibly be given to
it by an Gvernmuent; and the officers
in the engineering division could not be
better employed. Although these were
the days for the strictest economy in the
administration of our public affairs, yet
they were the days for the broad and
progressive policy the erstwhile Inde-
pendents had put into the mouths of the
Ministry. While we recognised tha~t due
caution must be maintained in the money
voted for the carrying out and super-
vision of the different works of the State,
we must also keep prominently before us
the fact that the requirements of our
citizens must not be neglected. The
people would look to Parliament to see
that their just necessities received due
consideration. They would not be satis-
fied with the declared mark-time policy.
They would Dot be satisfied with the
declaration that the State could not
borrow money for its dire necessities.
They would point to the advancement iii
every branch of our industry and to the
success obtained in the expendituire of
public money in the State for the past
10 years, and would demand that, while
due caution was being exercised in every
branch of the civil service, especially in
the Public Works Department, their just
requirements, which they had voiced. for
many years without heed, must receive
that attention to which they were en-
titled.

IDi. ELLIS: It seemed to be out of
place to have money expended from
revenue for salaries for loan works. The
salaries should be included in the Loanl

Estimates. It was Absurd to vote money
for expenditure which we dlid not know
would be incurred, and to vote money
for people under Estimates which we
were not allowed to discuss. It appears
to be absurd to pay out of revenue salaries
for loan expenditure.

THE MINISTER: The hon. member
would employ two distinct staffs.

Ont. ELLIS: As far as salaries went..
Frequently in the past, in the Loan
Estimates the te'rm "departmental"
would be found, which meant the money
for the salary staff which the department
expended, and which belonged to loan

Iexpenditure. If we put revenue money
to loan works, how, if we were going to
publish trading accounts, were we to
arrange loan expenditure P We were
taking money out of revenue and spend-
ing it on loan works, and then deceiving
ourselves with the idea that the work was
only costing so much capital. If we
wished the House to take up a trading
position, it became an absurdity to take
money out of revenue and put it to loan.
He would goa farther and mention this
rabbit-proof fence. Supposing when the
Loan Estimates camec down, the item
were struck out-and he, personalk 'v, was
in favour of its being struck ou t-it would
render unnecessary these salaries being
voted now. It appeared to him this was
an absurd wasite of money on rabbit-
proof fencing. It would be much better
if the money were given to farmiers: to

I fence their land, thereby taking away the
necessity for this expense for the con-
struction of that fence. What held with
regatrd to the rabbit-proof fencing held in
relation to railway work. It was absurd
to take money from revenue and put it to

1loan aoccount, and not keel) a record of it.
Another matter was the question of
reorganising, which the Minister for
Works had. told us about. One understood
from the debates on the Public Service Bill
that all that reorganisation was to belong
to the Civil Service Commissioner. In
fact, if he understood that Bill correctly,
the Minister for Works would, once the
Bill came into force, have no power to
reorganise in that matter. [MEMBER:
The Premier said that.] It appeared
hardly right to anticipate the action of a
Bill and com,,- in now and reorganise the
department, when we were creating
special machinery for the purpose of

Works generally.[ASSE-ALBLY.]



Annul J~stni aes: [20DSOEUER 194.] Works gesera fly. 2043

reorganiation. As far as he could make1
out the reorganisation -we had was that
certain officers were called district
architects in one ease, and sub-architects
or something in the other.

TRE MINISTER: One was abolished.
DR. ELLIS: Although he was strongly

in favour of some reorganisation going
on, it seemed hardly fair to commence to
reorganise certain branches, seeing that
when the Public Service Bill was passed
it would not be possible to reorganise
other branches in the same way. Con-
stant statements had been made that we
intended to go in for a vigorous policy of
loan expenditure. He hoped there would
be no departure from that plank of the
platform which said that loan money
should not be expended for anything but
reproductive works. There was no state-
ment that the Government intended to
d epart from that principle, and he
sincerely hoped the Government would
not do so. The leader of the Opposition
had said that if we displayed a bold front
and put up public buildings all over the
place, private people would put up private
buildings. It was, however, foolish to
encourage public expenditure so that
private expenditure could follow. Hie
hoped the time had come when men
would have enough sense not to suggest
the expenditure of money where there
was no decent reproductive work to beseen.

Ma. H. BROWN: In reference to the
Architectural Division, he thought the
gentlemen who used this (Parliament)
Rouse would see it had been a complete
failure. He was informed that to give
this House an elevation at all, a. huge
expenditure was going to be undertaken
to cut down the road in front of it, and
throw this building up as it ought to
have been when first constructed. Before
the City Council were allowed to expend
money on that road, all plans had to be
approved, and the department had com-
pletely altered them. The council had a,
scheme for cutting down the road in front,
on purpose to give this building an
elevation, and part of that scheme was to
pin up the houses or fences on the
opposite side of the road. A plank of
the Labour party's platform was State
insurance; but on looking through this
list, he found not a penny of provision
was made for insuring any Government
building in this State.

THE OHamm.N - The hon. member
could not deal with the question of
insurance.

Mi&. H. BROWN: There was a
matter on the Estimates regarding State
insurance last year, the sum being £210.
The present Government were not in-
suring a building in the State, and it was
a risk they themselves would not take.
Ble would like the Government to take
some little interest in the workers of the
Post Office Savings Bank in the city.
Three persons were working in a small
room of about l0ft. by 4ft., and very
little effort was made to house them in
any better place. We came to the ques-
tion of construction of public works by
day labour. That was one of the planks
of the political Labour party, and it was
adopted by the mnembers of the Govern-
mnent. Tt was very interesting to find the
present Premier advocating day labour,
and lie would read from a, report of a6
Comimissioin of which the hon,1. gentle-
man was a member, that was a Com-
mission to inquire into the Coolgardie
Water Scheme construction by day labour.
rQuoted from report, which stated that
so far as this undertaking was con-
cerned it might safely be said it would
-never be cited by. the advocates of depart-
mental day labour as an example in
support of their principles.] Why was
there this great advocacy f or day labour ?
He believed that at the present moment
the Lunatic Asylum at Claremont was
being done by day labour, and that
practically no one could get a job on that
work unless he was at union man. That
contract had been put in hand, and it
would be very interesting, when that job
was completed, to ascertain if the Min-
ister would take such a great interest in
the supervision of that work as to get aL
commission of members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House appointed, to see
whetherthe work was done up to standard,
the same as he did when the Supreme
Court buildings were finished. Why
should a manm not work equally well for a,
contrac-tor as for the Government ? We
knew the interest these gentlemen took
in working men. There was evidence the
other night. They were the only gentle-
men who insisted on increasing the work-
men's hours of labour. We found them.
in this Hfouse voting aganst working
men, and then going to the Trades HaUl
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and telling them to come to the Parlia-
mentary Labour party and they would
get redress.

THEOHME~MA&: The hon. member was
not in order.

MA. H. BROWN: Before the Gov-
ernment got into recess, alterations were
beig made. They were going against
what they had been advocating. Some
time ago they were instancing how em-
ployees who bad been in the Government
Printing Office for years were not on the
permanent staff. We found now that
men wbo had been in the Public Works
Department nearly ten years were being
discharged at the end of this year to
prevent them from being entitled, pos-
sibly, to a pension.

Tnu MINISTER asked the hon.
member to state an instance where any
officer of the Public Works Department
was being dismissed who would be en-
titled to a pension in a few months,
owing to serving ten years.

MR. H. BROWN: Why did the Min-
ister discharge seven or eight men who
were district architects ? We had heard
them talking of men in the Government
Printing Office who had been there years,
and should have been put on the perma-
nent staff. If it was good enough for
employees of the Government Printing
Office, was it not good enough for em-
ployees in the Public Works Department
who had served the Government well ?
We found the consideration the Govern-
ment were pa 'ying to country members of
this State. We liad their plank about
seeing to the country districts. The
floating of loans had been their cry
lately. If they were now to pay a little
attention to the roads, they would supply
those districts for many years to come;
but they had cut off a considerable sum
in the Estimates for roads and bridges;
they had cut off X10,000 which were
grants-in-aid to roads boards districts that
rated themselves. The roads boards
were expecting the same treatment this
year as they had had in the past few
years; but the Government had cut off
the grant altogether. Such action was a
premium to men not to rate at all.
[Interjection.] IU the member for North
Perth wished to make any charge in rela-
tion to the Gasworks, he challenged him
to make any reference to the subject.

Mu. F. F. WILSON said he never opened
his lips.

Mu. H. BROWN: Whichever member
said it.

TnECHAIRMIAN: The hon. member
(Mr. H. Brown) must withdraw the
statement.

MR. H. BROWN withdrew the state-
ment as against the member for North
Perth; but the charge, whoever made it,
was unjust. He could quite understand
the interest the member for Claremont
took in the passing of this short amend-
ment of the Roads Act. He (Mr. H.
Brown) had only just come across, in the
Estimates, a sum of £2900 down for a
jetty for the oc-ean beach at (Cottesloe.
He could see the amount of lobbying
that had been put in.

Tnu CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must withdraw that remark against the
member for Claremont.

Mu. H. BROWN: We heard much of
the Gwalia hotel, but the only item with
reference to that was the construction of
a new lockup at Gwalia, which did not
say much for the management of the
hotel. The vote for water and sewerage
came on year after Year, but there was
nothing to show for the expenditure. He
hoped the Government would not take on
this work by day labour, and then hand
it over to the city to bear the expense.
The city should be allowed to go into the
market and borrow and to construct the
work. The cityv would not construct it
by day labour, but would let it to the
lowest tenderer and would. know exactly
what the work would cost. (MEMBER:
A new mark-time policy.] Labour mem-
bers were marking time until they got
into recess; then they would shine. He
regretted so little money was to be
expended in Perth. He did not know
whether this was because of the support
the Government received from the city,
but most urgent works were required in
Perth. Only X5,000 was to be expended
on the wing at the hospital; but probably
that sum only could be expended this
year, the balance of the work being done
next year. The widening of the Beau-

ifort Streetbnidge was an urgent work.
We should, as the member for Sussex
suggested, have the architect's estimate
of each work placed on the table of the
House before the work was constructed.
If the architects' estimates were to be
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based on the day-labour principle, the
architects would put on excessive esti-
mates, and the House would know
when the estimate of each work was
brought before them whether it ws
expensive or not. We knew how detri-
mental the day-labour system had been
to New tiuth Wales during the O'Sullivan
rdgime. Re hoped the Government
would stay their hands before carrying
out very extensive work by day labour.

Mn. GREGORY had hoped the Minis-
ter would have told us what works policy
was to be adopted in the future. The
Mlinister a few days ago in the Press had
stated that six months hence he would be
able to explain certain matters; but now
was the time to explain to members the
intention of the Government in regard to
carrying out works. Were they to be
car-ried out by contract or day labour ?
[Several labour members: By day
labour.] He did not desire the O'Sullivan
rdgime here or to have a system of men
knocking at the door of the Minister
looking for jobs.

MR. A.. J. W ILSON : Some were at the
Minister's door trying to work jobs.

MR. GitSGOftY:- It was strange
members opposite had not asked the
Minister Lo publicly state the Govern-
ment's intention in regard '*to these
matters;, though it might have been settled
in caucus. In another place a resolution
had been carried asking that a Royal
Commission should be appointed to
inquire into the question of day labour
on Government works. If day labour
was in the interests of the country we
should have day labour. If contract
labour was in the interests of the country
we should have contract labour. We
should certainly have inquiry. What we
did should not be to placate people, but in
-the best interests of the country.

Mu. BOLTONR: Give it a. trial.
MRt. GREGORY: E-ven the Minister

himself explained to the people at ]Kal-
goorlie that he believed in expediency.
That had been the policy of the Govern-
ment from the start, and it was difficult
for members to find out what the policy
of the Government was. A large sum of
money was to be expended, and we were
justified in asking what were the inten-
tions of the Government. He did not
take it that the Minister was determined
to carry out all work by day labour.

Engineers in certain instances advised
the Government to do certain work by
day labour and of course the Minister
carried out that work in the manner
suggested; but we wanted to know what
was to be the general policy of the Gov.-
erment. He knew what labour mem-
bers would ask and demand, and he knew
-what they would accept when the screw
was put on. They would accept any
proposal made by the Government. even
to immigration. The Minister took
credit to himself for the reduction. The
member for Guildford in one year
reduced the cost of admninistration of the
Works Department by.£8,000. We had
now the Minister coming forward, at
Minister who had no friends in the
department and who was prepared to
make all kinds of reform, and asking
for £230,000 to do work which had
previously been done for £25,000. The
previous Government were able to pro-
vide an expenditure of £578,000 for
public works, yet this year only £.387,000
for the same class of works was provided.
Take the roads and bridges vote. Last
year there was provided £70,000; this
year the Minister was only able to fi-nd
£65,000. Take the works under roads
and bridges, last year the amount
expended was £64,838 ; this year £55,090
was the amount set down for expendi-
ture. For the construction of roads
there was a reduction. Ministers had
been telling the country how much they
would do by building spur lines. The
amount set down this year for roads was
£13,000 less than provided on the Esti-
mates last year. A gentleman called on
him (Mr. Gregory) the other day after
having been on a deputation to the
Minister for Works, and the Minister had
informed the deputation that be was not
responsible for the items as most of them
had been promised by a past Govern-
ment, but that the present Government
would see if they could fix things up out
of a special vote. That wats the sort of
statement given lby the Minister. We
should try and assist the tarners by
roads, because the system of spur lines
spoken of was new and untried. We
wanted reports to see how we could carry
out spur lines. There should he a good
deal of investigation before Parliament
approved of the system; therefore in the
meantime we should spend as much as

[20 DECEMBER, 1904.]Annual Batimates.



2046 Annual Estimates. ASML. orsgnrly

possible on the construction of roads in
agricultural districts. On harbour and
river works the late Government pro-
vided £29,170; this year £18,956 was

provided, a reduction of £11,000. In
railway construction last year the Gov-
ernment spent £154,606; this year the
Government were only asking foe £7,167,
and he believed the £7,000 was provided
only to complete certain works now in
progress. Where was the revenue going
to? There was simply a sort of bogus
balance-sheet, and a good face had to be
put on things. All the subsidiary votes
were increased to find work for different
people. Money should be spent on
works, not on salaries. We wanted to
see something good coming from the
expenditure of money but there were
increased votes for administration pur-
poses, yet in works which would benefit
the country there was very little to be
expended. A great deal oIf blame was
attached to a matter in connection with
the architectural branch. We were told
that by the expenditure of a certain
amountC of money a large sum would be
saved which was now being expended in
rent for offices. He (Mr. Gregory)
wished to prevent farther extravagance
in this connection. There was no office
provided for the architect in the bAIld-
ing which was to be set apart for
the architectural branch. Plans were
prepared and a building two or
three storers was to be erected. The
money the Government were now pay-
ing to outside people would have
paid for the cost of that building.
In the Rabbit Department £26,784 was
spent by the last Government, whereas
the present Government did not propose
to spend a, sixpence out of revenue. On
magazines last year £6,600 was spent;
this year only £1,300 was proposed to be
spent. The Minister for Works was
anxious to see abattoirs constructed on
the goldfields. He (M1r. Gregory) thought
the Minister would try and have these
abattoirs started. The member for
Boulder had previously been desirous of
seeing tbis work carried out.; butitinight
be there was more departmental than
Ministerial blame in this cnnnection. He
hoped that some steps would be taken
not outv in Perth but on the Boulder belt
to have abattoirs erected. There was a
reduction in regard to mechanics' insti-

*totes. The Government should provide
small buildings in out-back places where
people could meet and read magazines and
periodicals. There should he a big vote
for this purpose. It was to he hoped
that the Minister would do his best to
have the vote increased. The Minister
said that last rear the Estimates were
inflated by doin work from revenue which
was usually done from loan fund. Last
year the Minister stated that he did not
believe in a piebald policy, but believed
in certain works being carried out from
revenue or front loan. The old Govern-
mnent had been ablfi to carry out repro-
ductive works fr-om revenue. If there
was a work which was not reproductive
it was the erection of the rabbit-proof
fence, yet the money for this work was to
be provided from ]oan and not from
revenue. There was an item on the
Estimates to which he wished to draw
special altention. It had referencetotbe
building of the Police Court. On the
public platform the Minister for Works
publicly stated that the late Government
had done something in reference to the
building of the Police Court which was
bordering on dishonesty. He did not
know whataptuated the Mlinister in making
that statement; but he would ask the
Minister if his Government had expended
public money without Parliamentary
authority. In this instance an estimate
was made for a brick building faced with
stone, and the estimate was fixed at
X15,500. When the papers were sub-
mitted to Cabinet the Minister said he
thought it would be wise to have a build-
ing in stone, and the building was con-

*structed of Donnybrook freestone. Ten-
ders were called for, and the tender
accepted came to £92,000 more than the
estimate. The present Government did
wit give the estimate of the cost of any
work. They simply asked for a certain
vote, but did not tell the House what a
work would cost ultimately. The late
Govern~ment placed an amount on the
Estimates showing what the cost of the
work was to be. In connection with the
police court building the late Govern-
m ent accepted a tender for X17,800, and
had shown that public buildings could be
F onstructed of one of the best freestones
in Australia. The late Government
opened up a good industry, and for doing
that the Minister for Works had stated
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that the action of the late floverumuentI
was one bordering on dishonesty. TheI
Minister must have known the exact
facts; still he made that statement. In
future large and important buildings
could be lbuilt with good stone which
could be obtained at Donnybrook. That
was how the. late Government overstepped
the estimate by a couple of thousand
pounds. WVhat about the new work
wbich had been started at Fremantle for
the manufacture of pipe%? Did the Gov-
ernment get Parliamentary authority for
the expenditure of the £350 for starting
this workP One would not like to go
about the country and say the Minister
was dishonest because he thought fit to
expend this money without the authority
of Parliament.

MR. SCADDAN: Had it been expended,
or was it projected ?

Mr.. GREGORY:- Whether es-pended
or projected, he knew that another mem-
ber of the Government, the Minister for
Mines, had spent over £10,000 without
the authority of Parliament; and Minis-
ters would find that they must, almost
every week, spend sumis without first
getting Parliamentary authority. Such
statements as the Minister made two or
three months ago before the public were
unjustifiable. The policy of the Govern-
ment should be stated here to-night in
reference to our public works, whether
we were going to have them by day
labour or by contract. If by day labour,
we were justified in asking that the
Minister should tell us whether he
intended to do so or not. If he intended
to carry out the old policy, well and
good. After the Minister had made
such cowardly statements in a public
halt, when an opportunity occurred
to-night to ask him whether he had not
ta~ken the same action, that Minister took
care to be absent from his seat.

Ma. N. J. MOORE : Much ancient
history had been raked up in this debate.
Notwitstanding that the estimated ex-
penditure was considerably less than last
year's, the salaries paid to the staff were
practically the spame. Last Year the late
Govern menit expended some £30,080 on
harbours and rivers, and the cost of ad-
ministration was £5,786. Although tbe
expenditure under this vote had been re-
duced to £18.,56 the expenditure on the
staff had increased to £6,157, or 30 per

cent. on the cost of construction. That
was simply ridiculous. If the Govern-
ment desired to effect economy, they
mnust induce the officers to work for the
Government as they would for a contrac-
tor. Having had experience of such
work, be knew that. railways bad some-
times been built for a sum barely ex-
ceeding the cost of survey. Near Pin-

jar rah a line was formed ready for the
rails at a cost of some £800 for six miles,
while the survey only of the Pinjarrab-
Maradong line cost some £25,000, or
about £100 per mile. Departmental offi-
cers must recognise that it was time the
Government stroke ceased in this State.
The cost of Government railways as com-
pared with that of timber and firewood
lines was out of all proportion. To de-
velop the country we must have cheap
railways. The cost of constructing tim-
ber and firewood lines. did not exceed
£100 for forming, and the whole line
could be constructed complete, for about
£900 per mile. The Government must
not stick to the present system of planus
and specifications. These must be
amended. The harbour expenditure for
th e whole State was a miserable £1l8,9 56.
Why, that sum was earned on the Bun-
bury jetty alone, for wharfage, and went
into the ordinary railwaty revenue instead
of beinig credited to harbours. It was
well that the roads board subsidy, total-
ling some £213,000, was being distributed
on lines somewhat similar to the munici-
pal subsidy. The former subsidy varied
from 7s. 6d. to 12s. 6d. in the pound on
rates collected. The reason for the dis-
tinction made between roads boards was
not clear, and the' Minister should explain.
For the purpose of the municipal subsidy
municipalities wer-e divided into five
grades. The appointment of Govern-
ment auditors for roads 'boards would be
unanimously approved; and ii. would be
to the interest of all concerned if the
system were extended to municipalities.
In addition to auditors, road engineers

I were needed. One engineer could control
a group of 10 or 12 roads boards, could
see that the money, much of whichb
represented special grants, was spent to

*the best advantage, that the specifica-
tions of the boards were similar, and that
the bridges and culverts were workman-
E lke. The Minister stated that no
attempt to reorganise the department
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would he made till recess. Everything
appeared to be hung up till that haven
of rest was reached. The Government
mnust recognise that this large adminis-
trative staff must in some way be cur-
tailed. He regretted the cutting down
of the important vote for the mainten-
ance and minor improvement of stock
routes. Last year £.9,400 was provided
and £5,000 spent, while this year only
£1,760 was provided-a decrease of
£7,650. The criticism of the architec-
tural division by the member for Sussex
(Mr. Frank Wilson) must commend
itself to all who had an opportunity of
inspeting public works under construc-

to.Some of the ornamental officers
must be got rid of, and the cost of super-
vising and administration mast be con-
siderably reduced if the works were t6 be
carried out in a business-like manner.

Mu. J. P. MoL&RTY regretted the
reduction in the vote for roads and
bridges. The number of roads was
increasing, and so was the demand for
money to make them. Apart from other
roads, the roads projected on the maps
of agricultural areas were like the bars
of a gridiron, and all settlers were
clamouriug for their construction. The
item passed last year to encourage roads
boards to levy rates was omnitted from
these Estimates. Hitherto boards which
levied rates had received special con-
sideration in allocating the grants-in-aid,
The prospect of an unimproved land tax
had a detrimental effect on roads board
work. The boards knew that the settlers
were not in good circumstances; cotise-
quently there was hesitation in levying
rates in view of an additional tax. Much
was said of contract versus departmental
day labour. During his eight years' experi-
ence in the Public Works Department he
had to carry out a considerable number-
of works, somne by contract and many by
day labour; and he was fully satisfied
that departmental day labour was a
mistake; that though in some few
instances it mighit be successful, yet. in
the majority it must prove highly ex-
pensive. The last work on which be was
engaged was a bridge near Newcastle,
called Sinclair's Crossing. Soon after
the bridge was started the contractor
filed his schedule, and the Government
completed the work by day labour which
he (M9r. McLaxrty) had to supervise, A

foreman and a number of carpenters were
sent up from Fremantle. Some of these
were good muen and others indifferent;
but the good men were particularly care-
f ul not to work faster than the indifferent.
Four men were engaged at putting on
walings and braces, two of them being
good and the other two duffers, the
duffers doing the walings-the easier
work-and the others the braces.

THE MINISTER: What Was the Super-
visor doing i

Mn., McLARTY: The supervisor had
nothing to do with that. The foreman
was there, but could not always be scold-
ing the mn. He (Mr. McLarty) had
seen two men with the point of their
auger through the wood, watching the
other two until their auger got through
also. One day hre said to them that they
were only putting on two pairs of
walingrs and braces per day, and that
men working for coat meteors could put
on three pairs. One of them replied that
they could put on five if they liked, but
that he would not rush a man who was
not as good as he; and the men led him
to understand that this was an under-
stood principle in unions, that a good
man was not to rush an inferior man.

Ma., CON NOR: It was extraordinary
that the only genuine criticism from the
Opposition on these Estimates had been
on the department in which there was
less expenditure than in previous years.
Hie did not agree with cutting dlown the
Public Works vote. We wanted to spend
more money in public works, if we could
find it, in order to employ the class of
men we wished to gain in this country.
if what had happened in past year a
made it necessary to cut down the vote
for this department, opposition to the
vote came with bad grace from the people
whose fault it was the vote had to he cut
down. He regretted there was not more
money voted for the North. Probably
the Government had done as well as they
could; Ibut the people of the North
should be helped to the greatest extent
in connection with the public works
policy. There were openings in the
North to carry a population which only
persons who had been there could realise.
In the pastoral and mnining industries we
had an asset in the North hitherto unde-
veloped In the Pilbarra, district all
minerals were found in profusion, and
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they should not lie idle. The time was
not far distant when a railway should be
constructed to Nullagine from Port Red-
land, or Ballaballa, or Depuch. From
the two latter places the railway would
pass through better mineral country.
There should be no curtailment of the
roads vote. In West Kimberley thousands
of pounds could. be spent in making roads
where there were none. There were 600
Fthearers in West Kimberley who had to
travel 200 miles inland; and there were
no roads fit for vehicles to travel on. In
that district also rivers rose rapidly
and crossings became impassable for
weeks, so that provision should also
be made for constructing bridges. The
Government should have shown some
intention of building a dock at Fremantle.
It was the most necessary work we could
take in hand at present. We had at
present 10 steamers trading along the
coast between Fremantle and Singapore,
and every half-year a steamer had to be
sent away to the other States to he
docked. It was not the cost of docking
but the time occupi ed. that impeded the
industry. We would be behind the times
if 'we did not build a dock. In its con-
struction there would be an opportunity
Labour members sought of attracting
high-class artisans to the State. Action
of the Governments in the past had made
Fremantle a, place anything but to be
envied. Fremantle was in a pretty bad
state to-day, and it should not be. A
few years ago it vied with Perth; but to-
day it did not. There was an agitation
mentioned in the West Australian news-
paper that the river should be opened so
that shipping should be taken past Fre-
mantle, There was no necessity to go
into tha~t question now, hut he warned
members representing Fremantle to watch
the matter, and if Perth demanded and
succeeded in having the river opened up,
Fremantle should get a quid pro quo.
Of all the public works necessary in this
country the first and most important wan
the dock at Freman tie at the present
time- As to the abattoir system, there
had been a howl by the people for
abattoirs to be built; but he did not
think it was necessary to have abattoirs
at Fremnantle. Still there was a necessity
for an abattoir system on the koldfields.
He knew the trarde and he spoke of some-
thing he understood. It was thought by

goldfields people that the member for
Boulder would take the matter up and
carry it through. He advised the
Government to taike this subject in hand
and establish an abattoir system with
cold storage attached. There was not a
fair distribution of money between the
North and the South. The North had not
up to the present received the amount of
expenditure that the industries demanded,
and that the revenue paid to the State
from the North demanded.

MR. NEEDHAM: Owing to the ob-
servations of the member for Kim berley
it was necessary that he should say a few
words as to the absolute necessity for
building a dock. The Government re-
cognised the importance of having a dock
on the west coast; and that dock should
be situated at Fremantle. The Govern-
ment -were fully seized of the necessity
of immediately dealing with the question,
and they were swaiting data to take the
matter in hand. It was the duty of
members who represented Fremantle to
watch this matter, not only in the
interests of the Fremantle district, hut
in the interests of the people of the State,
in order to assist in the development of
the resources of the State. Reference
had been made to the opening up of
the River Swan to'navigation, to take
from Fremantle what it was naturally
entitled to from its geographical position.
He unhesitatingly said that if such a
thing took place it would not be the fault
of any Government that might happen to
occupy the Treasury bench, but it would.
be entirely due to the apathy of the
public. Mention had been made of the
ill-treatment meted out to Fremnantle:
that was simply due tb the apathy that
existed in regard to public affairs, not
only amongst the people, but amongst
members representing the district. Had
there been more anxiety en the part of
these people, the renmoval of important
works from Fremantle to Midland Junc-
tio n wvould never have taken place.

M1u. Busous: Nonsense!1
Ma. NEEDHAM: Had it been neces-

sary, in connection with the railways of
this State, to have more commodious
workshops, these shops would have been
erected at Rocky Bay.

HON.- F. H. PIrisE:- We should not
have had enough roomn thlere,
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Mu&. NEEDHAM: As to opening uip
the River Swan for navigable purposes,
he dlid not think that would ever take
place. [MEMBE.RS Yes.] It could
only take place if the people at that
particular port fell asleep, and they had
not the slightest intention of so doing,
They recognised that the Government in
the past bad not treated them as fairly
as they ought to have been treated, hut
they determined in the future to watch
their interests more than they had done
previously. So long as the gentlemen at
present looking after their interests were
here, these interests would be safe-
guarded. As to the questiou of the
Fremantle dock, he was sure that
before the week was finished we should
have some definite statement from the
Government of the day. The matter
had been dangled before the people of
the town for a long time. All we had
had in the past had been promises, but
we were now going to have what was
wanted in practice.

Mua. BURGES: It was an extra-
ordinary thing that the Government
would not declare their policy in any
matter. He supposed everytbiug would
come out when the Loan Bill was intro-
duced. If we brought people here, we
should have to give them roads as well as
railways. It was no use putting people
15 or 20 m'lIes away f rom a railway unless
they had some means of getting their
produce to market and goods taken out
to them. There were plenty ways in
which the Estimates could be cutt dL'Wn
other than in relation to necessary matters.
Was it fair that the Government should
stop every penny from some districts
whilst others were getting thousands of
pounds spent? A large amount of
settlement was going on. It was all very
well to talk about these spur railways,
but all along the Great Southern line we
must have roads, both to the east and
west. Last year £2,000 was voted for
roads in. agricultural areas, but all these
votes had been decreased this year. The
first thing to do was to lay out proper
roads.

Ia. GORDON called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and quorum formed.
Mu. BURGES: The road votes for

some districts were too small; for other
places no provifion was made; while places

like Greenmount, where there was little
settlement, were well provided for. The
money ought to be spent on new districts,
where miuch carting had to be done.
The stock route expenditure ought not to
have been cut down while other items of
less importance were increased. The vote
for 1904 was £9,400, of which £4,943
was spent, and this year the vote was
reduced by £7,650. An immense number
of cattle traversed that route from the
Kimberleys to the Murchison and the
Eastern Goldfields; and if the route
were made practicable the goldfields
peqopLe would get cheaper meat, while the
prosperity of the farmers would be in-
creased because they could stack their
lands. Last year £70,000 was spent on
the Malcolm-to- Laverton railway, and
£210,000 on the Jandakot railway, a out
of revenue. This year an economical
Government was to construct railways
out of loan account. The economy did
not appear in the Estimates. There was
a decrease in the item " Northam resi-
dency." In decency, such an important
magistrate should have a habitable home.
Repairs were essential. Government
supportera, sat silent; but the Opposition
would put it on record that the non-
progressive and retrograde Govern-
ment policy was not to the benefit
of this growing State. The member
for Kimberley (Mr. Connor) 'did not
really approve of such a policy. It
was useless to take up the time of the
House; we could only enter protests. The
country would not progress until we con-
structed. roads and branch railway lines
where necessary. Unless this were done
it was no use baving an immigration
policy. We mnust not go back. We shouldI
wipe out Federation, and then hate rail-
ways and make this State the greatest on
the continent.

MR- GORDONLI was astonished at some
of the proposals of the Minister, especi-
ally in regard to the amalgamation of the
Roads; and Bridges branch with the
Harbours and Rivers branch. One could

h.ardyunderstand an engineer for har
bor aving the knowledge necessary to

construct roads. For years the Perth
city council had great difficulty in getting
an engineer thoroughly up to road mak-
ing; yet the Minister proposed to place
the roads and bridges under a gentleman
with extensive knowledge in regard to
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harbours and rivers, but without any
knowledge of road construction. It was
not doing justice to the officer or to the
State. The theory was also advanced
in reference to not giving money, for the
upkeep of roads. It was a most ridien-
ions proposition. The road to the Perth
Racecours was in thorough repair; but
did the Minister expect the Belmont
roads board to maintain the road for the
benefit of the people of Perth and the
race club ? The Government should
find the money for the upkeep of main
roads. Local governing bodies required
all their rates to make streets for them:
Selves without looking after the main
roads. The Government had promised
to construct only reproductive works
out of loan funds. This made one
think that, in regard to the rabbit-proof
fence, the Govern ment intended to levy
on the squatters to make the fence repro-
ductive, since it was intended to continue
the construction of the fence out of loan
money. In regard to the question of
abattoirs, the longer the erection of these
buildings was put off the greater the
necessity for the present butchers to
erect slaughter-houses, which were prac-
tically abattoirs in themselves. Naturally
the question of cornpensation to these
butchiers would crop up when the Gov-
ernment commenced to build abattoirs.
One could not speak too strongly on the
question of providing money as Soon as
possible for the construction of abattoirs
at Fremantle; sand on the goldfields
abattoirs. were an absolute necessity. He
could not understand any Government
coming down with Estimates without
making provision for abattoirs on the
fields. The Government evidently had
no knowledge of the requirements of the
State. One of the most serious state-
ments made to-night was that we were to
have the day-labour system established
during recess. That would cause a lot
of trouble. Day Labour introduced by
the Labour party must of necessity lead
to preference to unionists. It meant
starvation to the man who had not a few
shillings to enable him to join a union:-
This bad occurred times out of number.

MaR, A. J. WILSON:- The hon. member
could not give one instance.

Mit. GORDON: Hundreds; but he
did not wish to wast time. After recess
there would be no necessity to give

instances, they would crop up themaselvyes.
Day labour meant an extra cost for the
work. It was a. pity the Government
had overlooked the northern portion of
the State. The Pilbarra and itoebourne
goldfields were practically dying for the
want of a railway. The pastoral interests
in Kimberley were neglected; the Gov-
ernment evidently did not know the
importance of that industry to the State.
We relied on the North for our beef.
The Government had made no provision
for a dock so that the ships bringing the
meat from the North could be attended to
here instead of going to Melbourne to be
c~leanied. No provision was made for
water on the stock routes. All the
Government thought of were batteries for
the goldfields, roads for the goldields,
and labour institutes for the goldfields.
That was how the money was eaten up.
The pastoral industry was languishing.
Perhaps the Government were afraid that
people would get meat too cheap, and
then wages would come down. There
might be s~omething in that. It was to
be hoped that in recess the Government
would do something for the good of the

Ma. GORDON Called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and quorum formed.

QUORUM-AL POINT OF ORDER.

MR. MORAN. A ruling observed for the
last three years was laid down in reference
to calling for a quorum. It had been
held by the late Sir James Lee Steere
that when it was within one's knowledge
and the knowledge of the Chairman that
a quorum was present within the pre-
cincts of the House, to call for a quorum
constituted obstructive tactics; and if
the Chairman were assured of the pre-
seonce of a quorum mn the precincts of the
House, he would take no farther notice.
It was only fair to call the attention of
Mr., Speaker to this fact. What he
refer~red to liad twice been done to-night.

Mn. RAson differed from the hon.
member.

Mn. MORA&N: On a point of order there
was no discussion. He wished to have
Mr. Speaker's ruling.

Mn. SPEAKER: It was not within a
Speak er's province to listen~ o discussion
on any point of order,
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Ma. RAsoN wished to point out that
the member for West Perth unwittingly
made a mistake, It had not been the
practice during the last three years for
whoever occupied the Chair to give the
ruling which the lion. member had just
referred to. He was surprised the lion.
member's memory should be so defective,
because only last Parliament the hion.
member himself repeatedIly drew atten-
lion to the absence of a quorum, and it
was because of the action of the hon.
member that Mr. Speaker gave the ruling
to which the hion. member had just
referred. It had not been the practice
for three years, or anything like three
years. That ruling was given because
the hon. member persistently called
attention to the absence of a quoruni when
it was well known there was a quorum
within the precincts of the Hlouse. Only
twice to-night had attention been called
to the state of -the House. Thent there
were only three or four members present.
On this occasion, but for the members on
the Opposition side of the House, there
would not have been a quorum.

Mn. MORAN: The hion. member was
not correct in stating the ruling was first
given in connection with last session; but
was entirely incorrect.

AIR. SPEAKIER: If, in the opinion of the
Chairman, the calling for a quorum tookrlc for an obstructive purpose, and the

hairman reported to the Chair, the
Speaker could take action. As there was
now a quorum present there was no need
to do so.

RIESUMED.

[Ma. BATH in the Chair.]
Item -Clerks, one at £210, one at

£2130, onp at £4-total £2380:
Ms. A. 3. WILSON: Why had tbere

been no increase in the salaries of clerks
drawing £130 and £40 per ann um ?

TasE MINISTER: The Government
had to use considerable discretion as to
where they gave increases. In this case
it was considered that the work per-
formed by these officers did not justify
&ii increase.

Item-Clerks, one at £260, two at
£250, one at £225, one at £200, one at
£190, two at £1 70, two at £140, one at
£120, and one at £,60-£2,175:

11R. A. J. WILSON:- Did the same
apply to these items as to amounts under
£C200?P

THu MINISTER: There was no in-
crease; the same remrk applied.

Mn. GREGORY referred to the £60
mentioned in the item.

THE MINISTER: The member for
Menzies knew that when a boy started as
a messenger in a department be started
at £40 a year, and every year he remained
in the service lie got a £,10 increase.

item - Lands purchase and estate
officer, £40:

MR. SCADDAIN: Were the duties of
this officer utilised in the secret purchase
of land ?

MR. MORAN: Yes.
THE MINISTER : This officer was

looked upon by him as being one of the
best in the Public Works Department.
The work the officer performed was a
credit to hint, and his depart went gave
little or no trouble to the Minister. Tbe
officer had not, he regretted to say, been

i consulted in connection with the secret
Ipurchase. Had he been consulted, one
fancied that this laud, which cost £50,000,
could have been purchased considerably
cheaper.

MR. RAe ox What was the hion.
member referring to ?

THE. MINISTER: An item, be took it,
the hion. member would ask questions
about when 'we reached, it:. secret pur-
chase.

Ma. R~sow: Then the Minister had
been guilty of a gross misstatement.

Tnu MINISTER repeated this officer
was not consulted in connection with the
secret purchase.

MR. RAsow:- The Minister said the item
on the Estimate.

Tan MINISTER: This was an item
of £47,000.

MR. RASONi would prove that the officer
was consulted.

MR. MoRAx : We would have a. select
committee on this secret purchase.

MR. FRA.NK WILSON would like the
Mi nister to explain wh at the d uties of the
lands purchase and estate officer were.

Ta M11N IS T ER: This officer did
work not only for the Public Works
Department, but every Government
department in connection with the
purchase of land and the resumption of
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laud; also be worked on the collection of
rents and attended to all works in con-
nection with lands and estates.

Item-Clerks:; One at £C200, one at
£160, and one at .290-X450 :

MRt. N. J. MOORE:; There was an in-
crease on lRAt year's vote of X170. We
could understand that the Government
were constructing railways and purchasing
a large amount of private property. It
was necessary there should he a decent
staff; but be could not understand why,
at the present time, additional assistance
should be given to that branch.

MR. MORAN: Let the bon. member
move to strike the item out.

MR. N. J. MOORE moved an amend-
ment,

That the item be reduced by .2170.
MR. CONNOR supported the amend-

ment as a protest against the whole
secret purchase business.

THE MINISTER: This was not an
increase in staff. Last year the officer
was paid from the temporary assistance
vote, and this year he was placed on the
permanent staff.

MR. FRAK-K WILSON: Wam there
work for this officer? What resumptions
were taking placeP

MR. H. BROWN supported the amend-
mnent. The last resumptions made were
those of the North Premautle lands. We
did not hear of any other resumptions.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE supported the
item. The officer was for years engaged
at this special work, was highly qualified,
and must have sufficient assistants. He
could not work without a staff. He had
done good service, in spite of great
temptations.

LMR. CONNOR, though opposed to the
item, had no animus against the officer.
The objection was to purchasing land
without consulting Parliament.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could not discuss that on this item.

MR. CONNOR protested against the
item. There was no need for secret
purchases; and the Government who
made them were not deserving of con-
fidence.

THE MINISTER: In addition to the
ordinary work done in previous' years,
this officer now had charge of the c'ollec-
tion of th4 rents for and tbe general
management of te Perth city markets.

His staff to-day was identical with his
staff last year. Every officer wasB fully
engaged. This branch with its small
staff collected all rents, attended to all
land resumptions, and all questions
affecting land and estates connected with
Government departments. The number
of assistants should be increased.

Ma. MIORAN: This officer collected
rents of Government lands; so he pre-
sumably collected rent on the land
secretly purchased at East Fremantle.
What did the rents amount to? What
return were the Government getting
from the expenditure of £60,000 odd?

LAnonn Munrnn: Not a, penny.
Mn. GREGORY: Was the bon.

member in order in discussing secret
purchases ?

Tan CHAIRMAN: These officers were
engaged in collecting rent. Members
must not be in the habit of questioning
rulings, except in the proper manner.

MR. RASON: It was the member
for West Perth, and not the Mfinister,
who had said these officers were engaged
collecting rent.

THn CHAIRMAN: The Minister had
said so. Therefore the discussion on
the question of rent could come under
this item. If members wished to ques-
tion rulings, they* must do it in the proper
manner, and not in a grumbling under-
tone while sitting in their seats.

Ma. MORAN: What was the State
getting for the X50,000 secret purchase
money in the shape of rents collected by
this officer ?

THE MINISTER was not in a position
to say which individual officer collected
rent in connection with the secret-pur-
chase land, nor could he say exactly the
amount of rent collected.

Mr. N.J. MOORE: If anexplanationhbad
been given at first it would not have been
necessary to have any discussion. He
was satisfied with the explanation.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
MR. A. J1. WILSON: What was the

result of the Perth Markets up to date?
THE CHMIRMAN: That item was

passed.
MR. A. J. WILSON asked for inform-

ation as to the rent collected.
THE MINISTER was not ini a position

to show exactly the amount of rent
derived from the Markets. The rents of
the Markets had recently been re-assessed.
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In some caues one stall bolder had p'ad
6s. a week and the adjoining stall boler
25s.saweek. Rents were now distributed
more evenly.

MR. RAsow: The Minister had but
recently obtained control over the Mar-
kets.

THE MINISTER: That was so.

Item-Roads Boards auditors (two),
£510:

Ma. SCADDAN: Were these officers
fully employed auditing roads district
accountsv If so, they were inadequately
paid, being competent men.

MR. GREGORY: The salary was con-
sidered enough for a machinery expert.

MR. H. Ba owy: What special qualifica-
tion did these officers possess of road
construction ?

THE MINISTER: The officers were
appointed from the Public Works De-
partment, having previously filled posi-
tions in which they acquired a fair
general knowledge of road construction.
From reports received by these officers,
both men appeared to be competent
accountants with a good knowledge of
road-making.

MR. H. BROWN: It was a, farce for
auditors to drive over and report. on roads
constructed by competent engineers; and
it was absurd to ask an accountant to
report on roads.

Engineering (salaries. subdivision 2).

Item-Egineer-in-Chief, X1,200:
MR. GREGORY: What did the

Minister propose to do in connection with
the new appointment to this officeP

THE. MINISTER: Did the hon. mem-
ber wish to know exactly the work done
by the Engineer-in-ChiefP

MR. GREGORY: What about the
changes made?

THE MINISTER: There was no
change in the department. The Engi-
neer-in-Chief was recently appointed, but
his work was identical with that per-
formed by the Engineer-in-Chief in
previous years.

Item - Resident Engineers. Railway
Construction (two), £920:

MR. N. J. MOORE: Hardly any rail-
way eonstruction was going on. Where
then was the necessity for so many

assistant engineers and resident engi-
neers in this branchP The duplication
of the Armadale line and the construc-
tion of the Malcolm-Laverton line were
completed.

Tun MINISTER: There were numnerous
works in construction. Two officers were
at present employed on the ILaverton-
Leonora line in construction. The Gov-
ernment must keep at least two resident
engineers to supervise construction of
work by contractors. We were also doing
work in connection with the Derby tram-
way, and there were other works that
required the attention of the engineers in
this branch.

[12 o'clock, midnight.]

MR. FRANK WILSON: The duplica-
tion of the railways was going on under
Mr. Dartuall, the Engineer for Existing
Lines, and was being cardied out under
the day-labour system. According to
the bold progressive policy projected
by members on the cross-benches and
accepted by the Government, we were
going in for a lot of work, and the
Engineer-in-Chief would have his time
occupied in supervising the construction
of the spur lines, especially if they were
to he built on the day-labour principle.
Gaugers would be required, for the men
would be trying to do as little work as
possible in eight hours for 8s. a day. It
would require not only the Engineer-in-
Chief, but many assistants to see that
the country got a proper return for the
money expended. We did not know
exactly where the money was coming
from to carry out the works already
mooted. Big works could not be carried
out without a staff of qualified engineers.
In the absence of details of the bold
programme and the Loan Estimates
which we might get some time this week,
perhaps we were rather hasty in passing
the item. If we were not to carry out
the bold programme, then w- should not
require ten draftsmen or the number of
clerks provided for on the Estimates.
Perhaps it would not be necessary to
provide for a messenger. There were
two resident engineers whose salaries
totalled £920. What were these officers
going to control? There was only the
Laverton railway at present under con-
struction, and he dlid not kinow of any
work of magnitude that was to be under-
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tak-en; but if the Government adopted
the day-labour system more than two
resident engineers would be required, and
a few gangers as well. He wanted some
information in regard to the policy of
the Government in connection with rail-
way construction.

Mn. N. J. MOORE:- At present there
was no railway construction going on.
The Mount Leonora, line would be handed
over next month, and. we had £95,713 set
down for engineers. We should see that
the money was spent as profitably as
possible. All members were endeavour-
ing to do was to get a little information
from the Minister.

Ma. A. J. WILSON: Could not the:
earthiworks be pushed ahead, instead of
waiting until the rails and fastenings
came to band F

Ma. H. BROWN: Wespent.2387,000;
and £40,000 went in salaries and
supervision.

THE MINISTER: These engineers
were employed in connection with the
construction of the Laverton railway. It
was true that the railway would be
finished, but it was -also true that in
February other works in connection with
railway construction would be proceeded
with, and the officers would be fully
engaged.

Item-Assistant engineers:- One at
£310, one at £240 , one at £230, and
two (junior) at £180 -21 140:-

Ma. GREGORY: Could the same
remark apply to this item as to others
which had been referred to ?

Tnax MINISTER: There were
numerous other works throughout the
State which engaged the attention of
engineers in the railway construction
branch. For instance, the inspection of
the- construction of all tramways by
private companies had to be (lone by
engineers from the railway construction
branch. There were numerous other
works that had to be attended to by
engineers from this branch. One work
was the Derby, tramway, which was
under construction at the present time.
We had tramways being constructed at
Boulder, and he could mention other
works.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: A man who
could only claim £180 a year for his
services was not much of an engineer.

There was an increase of £90 in this
item. Was the amount for an additional
junior or a junior for half the year, or
increase of salaries? (MEsmBER: Extra
junior.] The work in the office was
nothing like what it had been, according
to membewrs; yet we had the vote
increased.

TanE MINISTER:. The increase for
two juniors was the only increase made.
They got an annual increase.

Item - Draftsmen: One (senior) at
£320, one at.£270, two at £230, four
at £21 0 (two for three months and one
for six months), one at £2180, and one at
£17O--£21,820:

MR. SCADDAN:, Were any of these
men in offices in Perth ;or were they at
the Midland Workshops offices?

TFs MINISTER: They were situated
in Perth.

MR. A. J. WILSON: There were
Len persons interested in this work,
apparently. The item went on to state
two for three months and one for six
mouths. Did that mean a farther
decrease of three in number ?

Ta E MI NISTER: There was a decrease
of two, and one was engaged for three
months of this official year. The other
men were engaged for six months, and
it was anticipated that at the end of
that time the work they were employed
on would be completed; and conse-
quently their services would be dis-
pensed with.

Mn. HI. BROWN:- We heard that Mr.
Baron was the architect for the Perth
Railway Station; and we heard that he
was consulted as* to the additional floor
proposed to be put there. In the Works
Department the plans were already in
existen Le, drawn up by Mdr. "Baron, for a
three-storeyed building,' at the Railway
Station. Was he consulted as to the
ability of that structure to stand
another sto rey, or not?

THEg MINISTER: Mr. Baron was in
the employ of the Railway Department,
not the Public Works. He was iunder

Ithe control of the Minister for Railways.
MR. SC ADDAN had heard t hat officers

of the Public Works Department were'
being re-housed. There were large offices at
Midland Junction Workshops under the
Railway Department at the present time,

Ielaborately fitted up with electric light
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and fans, and yet the offices had not been
used for the past twelve months. We
were to go the expense of fitting up
new offices in and around Perth. It might
be advisable that these officers should be
placed in offices alongside the drafts-
men in the other branch.

THE MINISTER: This also was a
matter under the control of the Railway
Department.

Ma. N. J. MOORE: Asum of £5,786
was being expended in connection with
the engineering and other works. The
total bill for River and Harbour works
was £18,956. That meant that the
administration of this department was
costing 30 per cent. of the amount ex-
pended.

Turn MINISTER agreed with the hon.
member that the expense for this par-
ticular division was excessive in salaries,
in comparison ijith the amounts paid.
He had not found time to investigate
the branch, but would pay special atten-
tion to it during recess.

Item-Works Manager, £350:
MR. A. 3. WILSON: Was this a new

appointment?
THE: MINISTER: No. The officer

was previously paid from the temporary
assistance vote. He was works manager
at the Fremantle Workshops.

Mx. GREGORY: Was there a change in
salaryP

THrn MINISTER: No.

Item-Surveyor, £2300:
MR. GREGORY: What was this?
THE MINISTER: The preceding ex-

planation applied.

Item-Engineer in charge of Water
Supply and Sewerage Branch, £2600:-

MR. H. BROWN: Farther assistance
was provided for the metropolitan sewer-
age scheme, and the cost charged to a
suspense account. Had this officer any-
thing to do with the city of Perth and its
sewerage? If so, he had been employed
for 10 or 12 years without benefit to the
ratepayers.

THE: MINISTER: He had charge of
water supply generally throughout the
State, and of Perth and Fremantle sewer-
age.

Item - Superintendent Premntle
Water Supply, £360:

MR. A. J. WILSON: Was this afl
engineer as well qualified as the resident
engineer in item 40, who received at higher
salary ?

Tus MINISTER: This was simply a
transfer. In the miscellaneous items at
the end of the engineering division the
hon. member would find a decrease. This
officer was undoubtedly competent, and
one of tbe best we had In the branch.

MR. GREGORY: Pour new items
appeared under this branch. The salaries
were large. The Minister said these
items were simply transfers; but when a
transfer was made from one branch to
another, it was usually indicated by a
footnote. This did not appear; and
there was no indication that these were
not increases of salary.

THEn MINISTER: Turn to "Miscel-
laneous," page 56.

Item - Superintendent Claremont
Water Supply, £2320:

MR. A. J. WILSON: Was this officer
as competent as he who had control of
the Fremantle water supply; or were his
duties as onerous ?

THE MINISTER: The Fremantle
officer was the most competent of his class
in the State. This also was a competent
officer. He (the Minister) would make
an alteration in the administration of the
Fremnantle and Claremont water supply,
with a view to economy and greater
efficiency.

MR. A. J. WILSON: A separate
superintendent for Claremont was not
needed. If reorganisation would give
Claremont an adequate water supply and
would reduce the number of officers, he
would be satisfied.

THEn MINISTER would not pledge
himself to any scheme. There would be
a change, as to the exact nature of which
he would not commit himself.

Item-Assistant Engineers, £1,210:
MR. H. BROWN: Had any of these

officers advised the use of water from the
Wellington Street bore? Some time ago
that water was absolutely condemned,
and was offered to the City Council at ad.
a thousand gallons to water the streets ;
but it was now being pumped for drink-
ing purposes.

THE MINISTER agreed that this was
wrong; but the Government were not
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t-esoonsible. It was known for some
time past that we should not use the
water from the Causeway or Wellington
Street bores. There was undoubtedly a
good supply at the Leederville bore, but
it had been impossible to connect the
bore up since lie (the Minister) had con-
trol over the metropolitan water supply,
because in the middle of summer the
pumps could not be transferred.

Mx. BROWN: Would it not be better
to risk taking the wvater from the Can-
n ing until' we could get the bore con-
nected u? We should at once cut off
the poisonous fluid going through the
pipes.

Item-Supervisor, Water Supply and
Sewerage, £e240:

MR. A. J. WILSON: What were the
duties of this officer ?

TEE MINISTER: This supervisor
was employed at Claremont, supervising
the extension of reticulation and of the
putting down of a second bore under
contract.

Item-Resident Engineer, Roads and
Bridges, X260:

Mn. N. 3. MOORE: Did this resi-nent engiueer reside in Perth or outside
the metropolitan area?

THE MINISTER did not know where
the officer was situated, but thought the
title was incorrect, and that it should be
"Supervising Engineer for the State."
Item -Supervisors (4), Roads and

Bridges, £675:
MR. A. J. WILSON: One of the

supervisors was only engaged for three
months, indicating am apparent falling
off in the work of supervision; yet there
was an increase in the number of engi-
neers.

THE MINISTER: The officer was dis-
pensed with because there was not suffi-
cient work. It was hoped. to bring about
a certain amalgamation that would do
away with a considerable number of
officers in the Railway Construction and
Roads and Bridges branches.

Itemn-Assistant Surveyor. Engineer-
ing Surveys, £210:

Mn. EASON: Was this a new ap-
pointment?

THE; MINISTER: The officer had been
in the service for six years, and was

transferred from the Coolgardie Water
Supply office to the Harbour and Rivers
branch, where he was temporarily em-
ployed. Now the officer was again trans-
ferred and found a specific place on the
Estimates.

MR. GREGORY: It was wonderful how
many officers had got on the Estimates

Ithis year.

Item-Government Electrician, £860:
MR. SOADDAN; Did this officer inspect

tramways ? There was an increase of
£10, but the officer, if qualified, must be
underpaid.

THE 'MINISTER: This officer super-
Iintended all electrical matters in con.
nection with Government departmnenta

MR. HENsHAW: What was the justifi-
cation for the increaseF

THE MINISTER: The officer was now
underpaid, and should receive more.

Ma. GREGORY: Otherwise we might
lose the officer.

Item-Superintendent, Rabbit Fence
Construction, £313 :

Mn. GREGORY: The Minister pointed
out his strong desire to get rid of all the
little branches of the Public Works
Department and get the different depart-
ments under one bead; but apparently,
according to the Estimates, the Minister
desired to form new departments. In
this rabbit-fence construction branch
there were officers from the superin-
tendent down to the messenger. The
work should have been carried out by
the engineers of other departments.
Right through the Estimates we saw
increases on the staff which would wean
a big increase in the cost of the ad-
mninistration of the State.

THE PREMIER: HOW inany of them
were new appointments?

Mn. GREGORY: One could only
judge from the items. There were no
marginal notes as wa-s usual on previous
Estimates to inform members as to new
appointments.

MR. MORtAN: There was always a.
Rabbit Department.

Mu. GREGORY: Yes; but a small
thing. The past Government had been
glad to hand it over to the engineers of
the Works Department. There was no
desire to criticise the Minister wbo was
new to the work ; but when any Minister
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put a man to do a certain amount of
work, within a few months that man
would get a department around him. It
was no use blaming the Minister for all
these matters. A now department was
growing up, and every effort should be
made to stop new administrative branches
coming into existence.

TiRE MINISTER: This branch was
started before he took office, and every
officer in the branch had been trans-
ferred from other departments. No new
appointments bad been made. There
was one surveyor at £2240 whose services
would be dispensed with at the end of the
year, and when the fence was completed
the whole branch would go out of
existence.

MR. N. J. MOORE: This work was
done under Mr. Canning, of the Lands
Department. In what capacity were the
other officers employedl?

Tan MINISTER: There were two
lines of fencing. Mr. Canning carried
out the survey for the Lands Department,
but the item referred to what was kuown
as No. 2 fence, constructed by the Works
Department, and which had no connection
with the previous one constructed by the
Lands Department, and which was being
patched up now by the Works Depart-
ment.

MR. N. 3. Moou: This work could be
of no value to the survey department.

THE MINISTER: The two officers
were qualified surveyors.

MR. N. 3. Moonnu: The Government
ought to be ashamed to give £9210 a year
as salary to a qualified surveyor.

Item- Engineering cadets, threemonthe
at £70 and nine monts at £90 per annum,
£170:-

MR. EASON: On a previous page one
found that seven cadets had been dis-
pensed with. The items forcadets totalled
£627; while previously £465 was pro-
vided. What was obtained by striking
out the item for cadets in one instance
and in the next page making provision
for seven cadetsi at £2527?

Tax MINISTER: The object was to
place the -matter as clearly as possible
before members. The item was really a
transfer from one portion of the Esti-
mates to another. The cadets were
entitled to annual increases.

Item-Inspector of construction work,
six -months at £350, £,150:-

Mit. H. BROWN: Whlat arrangement
had the Government made for rem unera-
tion for loss of office to Mr. Harwood ?

THEF MINISTER: There was a reor-
ganiration of the Architectural Division.
The inspector of construction was Mr.
Allen; there was also an inspector of
maintenance, Mr. Har wood. The idea
was to combine the two offices and have
only one inspector. It would be seen
later on that he was creating a niew
officer, inspector of construction and
maintenance. At the end of December
the two positions of inspector of main-
tenance and inspector of construction
would be abolished, and both these
officers would have an opportunity of
applying for the new office c;reated.

Mna. RAsoff: One of the two officers
must goP

THE 'MINISTER: Unless they applied,
for the position of supervisor.

MR. .LLASON: The inspector of main-
tenance received £475, and the inspector
of construction £300. Supervisors re-
ceived from .2190 to £250 a year. Mr.
Hlarwood bad given 30 years' service and
was a6 good officer, yet he was to have an
opportunity of applying for the position
of supervisor at ai salary of from £190
to £250 per annum! If that was so, the
Government were dealing harshly with
an officer who deserved better treament.
It had been alleged in the past that the
inspection had been faulty, that there
ought to have been a great deal more
inspection than there had been. It
was to his mind a conclusive sign that
there would be very little public work
needed, if we could combine the office of
inspector of maintenance work and the
office in relation to the construction
work, in one individual. That could not
have been done in the past.

Taxz MINI$' TER was of opinion, sup-
ported by the Chief Architect, tht there
was not sufficient work to keep one officer
employed as inspector of maintenance,
nor was there sufficient to keep one
inspector of construction work, provided
we had Competent supervision. If we
had competent men, we did not want a
supervisor to supervise the supervisor.
We had had an inspector with a large
salary and with a travelling allowance.
There was not room in our architectural
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division for middlemen. We wanted
competent supervisors, dealing directly
with the chief officer. If our supervisors
were not competent, it was our duty to
get competent ones.

Item-Supervisor, Kalgoorlie district,
at £,260, £180:

Mu. H. BROWN: How could we get
rid of six or seven ? How was it that
the Kalgoorlie supervisor was being
dispensed with altogether P

TnxE MINISTER:- Under the existing
conditions, we had a supervisor in Kal-
goorlie, and at Coolgardie we had a dis-
trict architect. This district architect
supervised the man in Kalgoorlie, and
reported to the head office. For instance,
if the supervisor at Kalgoorlie desired to
have a pane of glass put into a building
in Kalgoorlie, he would have to write to
the district archictect in Coolgardie before
he could do it, and the district officer
in Coolgardie would have to report to the
Chief Architect. He (the Minister)
desired to get away from that system
byr abolishing the position of district
architect at Coolgardie, and having a
supervisor who would he able to supervise
the work.

Mn. GORDON: According to the
argument advanced by the Minister, we
could do away with the Minister for
Works, and everything could go to the
Premier.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Were there any
amounts over and above this £260?.,

THrE MINISTER: There was £50.
Mx. N. J. MOORE did not notice

there was any provision made for the
South-West District. Very little had
been spent there, and considering the
large area embraced in the South-West
he would like an explanation from the
Minister.I

Tnx- MINISTER: The South-West
portion was dealt with under item 88.
Supervisors were mentioned there; and
these were controlled from the central
office here. We had a man specially
attending to the South-West District.

Mn. RASON understood that instead
of having district architects the Minister
was going to have district supervisors.
Presumably the district officer would be
discharged.

THE MINISTER:- The office was
abolished.

Mn. RASON: If we had a district
Officer at Kalgoorlie and brought him
down to Perthi, and appointed a super-
visor in Kalgoorlie, that was a matter
of rearrangement. Had the officers pre-
viously classed as district architec~ts. left
the service, or had they been employed
in the head office or somewhere as super-
visors ?

Tnt MINISTER: The district anthi-
tects had been written to and told that
their services would no longer be
required after the 31st December. At
the same time it was poinited out that
new offices had been created, and they
would have the first ref usal. Nearly aI
the district architects had made applica-
tions for the positions of supervisors in
tbe districts in which they lived.

Mn. Essox: Then it was a change of
name only.

Tas MINISTER: No. There was a
reduction in the number. For instance,
we had one supervisor at Cue under the
control of a district architect at Gerald-
ton. The Cue district was abolished
altogether. We had a supervisor at the
headquarters at Geraldton who looked
after the Cue district. We had had a
supervisor at Kalgoorlie and we had had
a district architect at Coolgardie. The
district officer at~Oolgardie was abolished,
and we had a supervisor at Kalgoorlie
doing the work in Kalgoorlie and Cool-
gardie. The total saving represented
£850 per annum under the new organisa-
tion. It was not reconstruction or
alteration of details, but a reduction in
staff. The alteration effected was in the
interests of economy and efficiency. We
had men who had the responsibility of
dealing directly with the central office,
instead of through a middle man.

Mna. GORDON: Did that mean that we
bad cheaper men doing the same class of
work P?

Mn. RtA SON could hardly follow the
explanation of the Minister. He under-
stood the Minister to say the district
architects had received notice that their
services would be dispensed with on the
31stDecember.

TnTR MINISTER: The district archi-
Mn. RASON: Therefore at present

Ithey were still employed. as district
architects. The Minister believed that

Iaccording to the new arrangement we
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could get more satisfactory work at less
cost, and the hon. gentleman found that
the new arrangement worked admirably.

THE MINISTER: Nothing of the sort
had been said by him.

MR. RASON certainly understood the
Minister to say we were getting more
satisfactory work at a less cost.

MR. SCAnnAw: The Minister said he
would get better work.

ME. RASON repeated that he under-
stood the Minister to say he was getting
better work at a less cost. The Minister
certainly said that a saying of £800 a
year had been effected. That saving did
not appear in these Estimates, which
showed an increase of £6,000; nor did it
appear any-where in the Architectural
Division.

MR. GREGORY: Apparently the
Minister did not want these district
architects who had special knowledge;
and at the end of December they would
have to go.

MR. RASON: The total cost of the
district architects last year was £1,147.
This year supervisors are set down at
£635, and an inspector at £2150. Where
was the saving of £800?'

MR. GREGORY: What induced the
Minister to make this alterationP Did
the items for supervisors represent new
officers ?

THE MINISTER: No. The district
architects would have the refusal of the
new appointments as supervisors.

MR. GREGORY: Then there were to
be supervisors in the outside districts,
controlled from PerthP

Tun MINISTER: Yes.
Mu. H. BROWN: By appointing

supervisors instead of district architects,
an apparent saving of £352 would be
effected; but as a pension must be paid
to the inspector, who had served for over
30 vears, the result was a slight increase.

THE MINqISTER: The hon. member
was wrong. Despite the fact that it
might be necessary to pension the
inspector, the rearrangement showed a
saving of £850 per annum. Farther on
in the Estimates, supervisors under item
88, one for six months at £225 a year,
and the other for six months at £190,
were being retrenched. The rearrange-
mnent affected the whole organiuation
outside Perth. The supervisors of the
metropolitan area would also be re-

Iorganised. As to outside supervisors,
the present number of officers would be
retained till the 31st December, after
which date a reduction would be made
which would result iii more efficient work.
The member for Menzies (Mr. Gregory),
who piersonally inquired into the gold.
fields work, knew it was not desirable
to have an officer at Mt. Malcolm con-

itrolled by an officer at Goolgardie. The
control should be in the central office.

[1 o'clock am., Wed.]
Item-Supervisor, Kalgoorlie District

(at.£260), £130:
MR. GORDON: This seemed to be

Ireducing a man from one position to a
lower Salary and a lower grade. Would
it not be better to do away with the
architects altogether and call for applica-
tions from supervisors ? A supervisor
could do the work many times better than
an architect who was a man of higher
~rade. A supervisor was practically a

etcire over work.

Item- Supervisor, _1t. Malcolm Dis-
trict (at £260), £12.5:

MR. A. J. WILSON: This salary was
inadequate. The lowest a district archi-
tect now received was £280 a year.

THE MINISTER: The officer would
receive a goldfields allowance.

Mu. A. 3. WILSON: The officer would
have to supervise an extensive district,
where the cost of travelling was expensive,
and should not be paid a lower salary
than the officer in a similar position at
Kalgoorlie received. At any rate the
sum should not be the same as that
received by the officers at Albany and
Geralifton.

THE MINISTER: This officer at Mt.
IMalcolm received a district allowance,
while the Albany officer received none;
and also received travelling expenses.
The officer at Kalgoorlie had a more
important position to fill and the salary
was higher.

MR. RASON: By £10.
THE MINISTER: The effect of that

£10 brought the salary up to £260,
entitling the officer to £C50 goldfields
allowance. The officer at Mt. Malcolm
only received an allowance of £25. So
there was a considerable difference in the
tw~o remunerations. The officer to be

iappointed to the Mt. Malcolm district
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now received £2225, so this item meant an
increase of £225 a year.

Item-Inspector of construction and
maintenance work, £9150:

ME. GREGORY: We paid this officer
£300 a year. For this high-sounding
title the officer would naturally expect
increase,;.

Tan MINISTER: Officers with high-
sounding titles always asked for special
consideration in connection with salaries,
but no Minister should be influenced by
the title, This salary was on the small
side, and he (the Minister) trusted that
next year, if the officer proved a good
servant, the item would be increased.

ME,. RASON:- The Minister had stated
it would be open for Mr. Howell now
drawing £475 a year, and to the inspec-
tor of construction work receiving £300
a year, to apply for this post. Members
could judge whichi of the two officers was
likely to apply for it. Officers who in
the past had been receiving respectively
£475 and £300 per annum were to have
their positions aboLished and were
expected to apply for a position with a
very much less remuneration. Com-
pensation must be paid to Mr. Harwood
if his position was abolished and he did
not apply for the new position created.

THE MINISTER: The change effected
in this department, without taking into
consideration any pension, was, £850.
If the Government had to pay a pension
to Mr. Harwood, and he would he
entitled to a. pension if he did not apply
for the new position, then the amount
would be small in comparison with the
salary now received. The work was not
adequate to the salary received. The
inspector of construction bad supervised
all the big buildings in the past; the
Supreme Courts, the Parliament Houses,
and other buildings in the metropolitan
area. He could not see where the
inspector of maintenance came in. We
bad an inspector of construction looking
after the big, buildings receiving £,300
per annum, and the other officer was
doing maintenance work, although we did
not know what that meant.

M1R. RASON: There were buildings
scattered throughout Western Australia
that needed inspecting. The Minister
bad yet a greit deal t o learn about his
department. The inspector of maiu- .

tenanee was Mr. Baarwood, and anyone
acquainted with that officer knew he was
intimately connected with most of the
buildings. His qualifications had never
been denied, and if the Minister said that
this officer was incompetent--

THE Mirrs.- Nothing of the kind
was said.

MR. RASON:- The qualifications of
the officer bad not been denied, yet be
was to be suddenly got rid of. That was
not the way to treat an old and valued
servant of 30 years' standing. The excuse
given by the Minister was that there was
.an officer receiving £800 ai year who
could do the work that Mr. Harwood
was doing.

TuxE MINISTr: Did not the hon.
member when Minister for Works pro-
mise that this reorganisation should take
placeP

ME, RASON:- Certainly not. The
Estimates showed that he (Mr. Rason)
had effected economies when in the
department. As we had now passed all
the items dealing with the salaries of the
Works Department, -and had made
considerable progress, he moved:

That progress be reported and leave asked
to sit again.

Motion put, and a division taken, witb
the followinag result

Ayes ... .. .. 9
Noes ... .. .,21

Majority against ... 1
ATES. Noues.

Kr. Brown Mr.' AnwtnMr. nregory Mr: .At
Mr. HywardMr. Connor
Mr L Mr. Daalish

Kr: N J.Moore Mr. Ellis
Kr. Enson Mr. Manitle
Kr. A. J. Wilson Mr. Heitnm
Mr. Frank Wilson Mr. HetSbaw
Kr. Uordon (Taller). Mr. Holman

Mr. Horan
Mr. Johnson
MrL Lnh
Mr.%am
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Bc Iddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Troy
Mr. Watts
Mr. F. F. Wilson1Mr. Gin] (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

2

Item-Wages of storeinen, packers,
etc., stores maniager's office, £350:

Ma. RASON: There was, £400 pro-
vid ed last year, and £350 this year. How
did the, Minister expect to effect that

Annual Estimates: [20 DECEMBER, 1904.]



2062 tAnnnl Estimates: ESE~a. sssatAciet

saving, if the Public Works Department
was to continue att the same rate as last
year ?

Tn MINIISTERL: Thera was £400
voted last year, but only £330 was spent.
It was estimated that the amount we
were going to spend this year was practi-
ca~y little more than was spent last year.

Item-W ages of office cleaners and
labourers employed in public offices, Perth,
£2,600:

Ma. GREGORY: In some Estimates
these employees were put down as office
cleaners, and in others they were described
as special members of the civil service.
There should be one rule adopted right
through the service. Bie thought they
should come under an incidental vote.
He did not consider it quite righit that it
should be necessary to have a special
minute of the Executive Council and a
special gazette notice to con firm. the
appointment of a person receiving £25,
£35, or £40 a year. That meant a good
deal of expense.

MR, CONNOR complimented members
opposite on so safeguarding the interests
of tbe country. If , however, we stayed
here for 21 hours, would there be any
alteration made in the Estimates ?

General Division (Architectural, sub-
division 4).

Generally, £10,105:

Item-Bonus to Assistant Architect
for services rendered during the absence
on sick leave of the Chief Architect,
£105:

Mn. FRANK WILSON: Was the
Assistant Architect responsible for the
defects in these Parliament Buildings ?
Did he design the kitchen, with its lift
that would not work? Was he respon-
sible for the ventilation? If so, the
bonus was not justified.

THE MINISTER: The bonus was
given to tme Assistant Architect, Mir.
Beasley, one of the most competent
-officers in the division; a fully qualified
architect, of unquestioned. ability. While
Mr. Grainger was absent on extended
sick leave, Mr. B~easley did Mr. Grain-
ger's work as weli as his own. He comn-

pleted the negotiations for the Supreme
Court building contract, and generally

supervised the erection of the Houses of
Parliament. In the latter there were
many difficulties with the contractor;
and Mr. Beasley by his tactfulness saved
a, considerable sum in adjusting the con-
tractor's claims. In recognition of his
services he received £9105. The Chief
Architect's salary was £21,000; Mr.
Beasley's, £380. While absent, the
Chief Architect did not draw his salary;
and as Mr. Beasley did that officer's
work, the bonus represented a consider-
able saving to the State.

MR. A. J. WILSON: During last year
the same officer rerfeived an. unauthorised
grant of £56, and the Committee to-night
voted the full year's salary to the Chief
Architect, though the Minister said that
officer was not paid while absent.

Tax M INISTVER: There was a reduction
last year.

MR. A. 3. WILSON: For the year
ended June, 1904, the Assistant Architect
got an allowance of £56, One would
conclude that the £2105 was for services
rendered during the current year.

THE MINISTER: It was granted this
year.

Ms. A. J. WILSON: And related to
a i period during which the Chief Arc;hi-
tect was absentP

THE MINISTER: The chief took his
holiday prior to the 30th June. The
amount vCted to the Assistant Architect

Iwas voted after that date. The holiday,
he understood, expired before the 30th
June.

MR. FRANK WILSON: The explana-
tion was unsatisfactory. The Minister
admwitted that Mr. Beasley was responsible
for the supervision of the Houses of Par-
liament; and no doubt he was respon-
sible for the defects. Why should we
pass a bonus of £105 in respect of suc-h
work ?

Ms. LYNCH moved an amendment:-
That the item be struck out.
Ms. PRANK WILSON-. This officer

was aviser to the Parliamentary Build-
ings Committee; aud the terrible results
in the shape of want of facilities and
arrangements were due to want of fore-
sight and forethought on the part of the
gentlemen in charge of the work. This
officer might be all the Minister said in
reference to qualifications, but it did not
prove that the State received full value
.for the bonus.

EASSEAIBfY.l As8istant Archiiect.
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Mn. NEEDHAM: The amendment
wvas unfair to an officer who was not
responsible for any faults that might be
found in the construction of the Houses
of Parliament. The Chief Architect was
responsible for the plans.

MR. FRANK WILSONu: Then the Chief
Architect's screw ought to be reduced.

THE MINISTER: The Chief Architect's
salary was fixed.

Mn. NEEDHAM: We should not put
the blame on the Assistant Architect.
We were blaming the wrong man.

MR. HENSHRAW opposed the amend-
mnent. Having had some experience in
the work this officer performied, be could
say unhesitatinglyv the officer was the best
in the department.

Mat. H. Bnow: What experience did
the bon. member have ?

Mn. HENSHAW: A practical know-
ledge of the building trade for the last
20 years. Mr. Beasley was not respon-
sible for the faults that might be found
in the Houses of Parliament. Since the
original plans were designed there had
been quite a number of alterattions in
almost every detail, and Mr. Beasley was
not responsible for them. There was too
great a disparity between the assistant
and the Chief Architect. An agreemnent
had been entered into by the State to pay
the Chief Architect £1000 a year. If
the Supreme Court buildings had been
under the control of the Assist-ant Archi-
tect there would not have been the dis-
graceful exhibition now seen in that
building, where beautiful white piers and
architraves -were disfigured with electric
fittings. Mr. Beasley was not responsible
for that.

Mn. H. BROwN: The Minister had
said this officer was responsible.

MR. HENSHAW: The item should.
not be Struck out. The bonus was too
smnall a recognition of the valuable work
done by this officer.

THE MINISTER protested against
statements made that be (the Minister)
had said certain things. Members
should be truthful and quote exactly
what he did say. He had not said that
Mr. Beasle 'y was responsible in any wa-y
for the work in the Supreme Court, but
that Mr. Beasley finished it up. There
was considerable difficulty in settlng-up
with the contractor, and the settling
work was done by Mr. Beasley. with

credit to himself aud to the department.
Taking into consideration that matter
alone, the vote was absolutely justified.

MR. FRANK WILSON: This officer
Supervised the Supreme Court.

THE MINISTER: No. The Assistant
Architect dlid not supervise.

MR. FRANK WILSON:. Yes.
TnxE MINISTER: The hon. member

with any practical knowledge at all
would not say it. Sufficient discussion
bad taken place in connection with this
branch to show members the difference
between architects and Supervisors.

Ma. R~sow: Who controlled the
supervision of the Ho uses of Parliament F

THE MINISTER:- It was difficult to
explain to hon, mnembers, who imagined
that every Minister had a knowledge of
these matters, the difference between the
Assistant Architect and the sup ervisors.
The Assistant Architect carried on the
work during the Chief Architect's
absence. Tenders were let and altera-
tions made on the plans prepared by the
Chief Architect.

MR, GORDON: Mr. Beasley prepared
the original plans and received part of
the bonus.

THE MINISTER:- The design was not
accepted in toto.

MR. GORDON: They received £500 for
it.

imE MINISTER: Possibly Mr. Beas-
Icy prepared the plans, but they were
under the supervision of the Chief Archi-
tect. When the Chief Architect left
through illness, Mr. Beasley took charge
of the branch.

MR. GORtDON: And was responsible for
the building.

THE MINISTE R: It was useless trying
to convince Opposition mem bars. The
Assistant Architect carried on the work
of the Chief Architect, and the Govern-
ment in recognition of his work placed
this bous on the Esti mates because un -
dou btedly the officer had done good work.
He deprecated the remarks of the
member for Sussex, who tried to east a
slur on one of the best officers of the
department.

[2 o'clock a.m., Wednesday.]

Mn. GREGORY: There was some-
thing very peculiar when we found the
Minister trying to force an argument on
members. He (Mr. Gregory) would

Annual 9ghmates,
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have been pleased to support the vote
only for the emphasi* which the Minister
had given in speaking on this item. He
knew the circumstances as far as the
Chief Architect was concerned, and the
department required looking into. He
could not agree with the Minister that
we had. all that was good in the person
to whom this bonus was to be given. All
the arrangements about the new
Parliament Buildings were abominable.
Take one instance. There was to be a
letter-rack constructed about three months
ago; it was a trifling thing, and he
happened to ask the Assistant Architect
when the letter-rack would be ready, and
the architect replied that he would have
to draw out specifications for the work.
That was the red-tapeism of the depart-
ment. One only needed to go through
the building to see the class of plastering
that had been passed. 'No private
architect would have passed such work.
After the ar-gument of the Minister, be
(Mr. Gregory) would vote against the
item.

Mn. H1. BROWN: The officer who
was to receive this honorarium was
respopsible for the finishing and the
completion of the Supreme Cout
buildings, and we all knew the agitation
which the member for Collie got up to
show that the Supreme Court buildings
were badly finished.

Mn. HENSHAW: The statement was
incorrect. Some months ago the question
was raised about the design and con-
struction of the building, and it was said
the work was discreditable. That opinion
was still held.

Mxu. LYNCH: Were members in order
in dealing with the ancient history of
the Supreme Court buildings?

THE CHAIRMAN: The member was
mn order in dealing with the item referring
to the Assistant Architect.

Mu. H. BROWN: Mr. Reasley was
responsible for the finishing and the com-
pletion of the Supreme Court buildings,
and according to the member for Collie
the work in that building was disgrc-
ful. He did not know Mr. Beasley, but
he was t-ld that officer was responsible
for completing the building mentioned.
If that officer had gone through the
Supreme Court buildings he could have
seen all the defects complained of. The
member for Collie got up an agitation

about the Supreme Court buildings:- now
that member eulogised the architect who
was responsible for the finishing and
completien of this building.

Ms. GORDON: We heard from the
Minister for Works that the architect
under discussion negotiated the contract
for the Government for the completion
of the Supreme Courts. What did we
find to-day? They were uprooting the
Dloer. This officer passed all this work a.
few mouths ago, and now people were
pulling up the tiles.

THE MINISTER: Did the hon,
member admit it was defective work?

-MR. GORDON did not admoit any-
thing. If the work was defective, why
did not the officer detect it? We found
this officer uprooting the floor, and at
another time we should find people
palling the pillars down. This was the
architect to whom we were giving a bonus
of.£105.

THE MINISTER:- This was one of
those miserable insinuations one might
expect from the hon. member.

MR. HNiSHkW: Was it a fair thing to
make a stalking-horse of a public
servant ? This public servant had some
dignity about him.

MA. GORDON thought the officer
would stand it. Were we justified in
giving an honorarium to a gentleman
-whose work we all admitted was faulty?
The supervision was wrong. We must,
in such a ease, submit to the majority.
The majority, would eventually have to
answer to posterity,' and it~would not be
so very long. This subject w-as only one
of hundreds of others which would crop
up.

Mu. CONNOR: When speaking on
the 10th December, 1902. the present
leader of the Opposition spoke of this
particular officer as being a most deserv-
ing official. At that time the leader of
Opposition was in charge of these works.
That was the opinion held of a public
servant who, to some extent, bhad been
vilified by the hon. member who had
spoken.

MnF. G-OFLDON:- Mr. Beasley had been
pointed out as one of the prize-winners
for the design of this Parliament H1ouse.
It was found, however, that the design.
could not be carried out, not being
workable.

r SSEMBLY.)LA . Assistant &cAifect.
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Mn. FRANK WILSON deprecated
the heated remarks of the Minister and
the base insinuation of the member for
Collie (Mr. Henshlaw). Members should
not fear to criticise the work of any
public servant, If we accepted this
officer as tbe best man that could be got
for the money, and did not judge him by
the work we saw around us, we were
unfit to be in the House. If tbe work
supervised by the architectural branch
when this gentleman was at the bead of
it proved unsatisfactory, we should do
our duty b refusing to grant the bonus.

Amendment (to strike out the item)
put, and a division taken with the
followin result:

Ayes .. ... ... 7
lioes .. .. .,20

I
I
I
1

Majority against ... 13
Arts. Nos.

dr. Brown Mr. A~r
Tr. Gregory Mr. to
Tr. oran Mr. Connor
Sr. Lmn Mr. Dagls
Sr. Y. I.Moors Mr. Cliii
dr. Frank Wilson Mr. Hastie
Ar. W. B. Gordon Mr. Heitmanan

(Teller). Mr, Henehaw
Ur. Holman
Mr. Johmaon
Mr. Lyc
Mr. NI=bn
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Scadden
.Mr. T]aylor
Mr. Troy
M~r. Watts
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. P: F. Wilson
Mr. Gill (Tall, r).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item'-Incidental, £6,500:
Mn. A. J. WTLSON: Was an officer

recently appointed under the control of
the Works Department to collect samples
of local timbers for the New Zealand
Government; and were the expenses
incurred paid by that Government?0

THE MINISTER: The details were
not available; but he believed the New
Zealand Government did ask for samples,
and they were supplied.

Ma. N. J. MOORE: Was any action
taken with reference to certain illtustrated
pamphlets issued by the New South
Wales Government, one showing a pile of
sound New South Wales timber, and
another a pile of decayed West Australian
jarahP It was to be regretted that a
friendly Government should try to do
injury to a timber which had a good name
throughout the engineering world.

THE: MINISTER: Action was already
taken in connection with the pamphlet
distributed by the New South Wales
Govetninent. It was unfair tactics on
the part of the New South Wales Govern-
ment to take out a. special turpentine pile
grown in New South Wales and test it
in coinparison with the worst jarrab pile
they could get, and to advertise through-
out the world that the work done by the
New South Wales wood was very much
better than the result of the test of the
jarrab. These pamphlets were distri-
buted all over the world. Millers' Coin-
bine had promised him (the Minister) to
get a gentleman they could depend on in
New South Wales to report on the teat,
and that report would be sent on to the
Agent General to show British buyers of
hardwoods the exact condition of our
woodsi. The pamphlet was distributed
elsewhere before being sent to this State.
He (the Minister) had taken every action
possible to rebut the harm done by the
pamphlet to our industry. The corn-
paz'isou between the two woods was not
fair.

Mn. N. J. MOORE: The Minister was
to he congratulated. At the same time
the Minister should get a report from
South Australia regarding the work or
the condition of some jarrab piles put in
at Largs Bayv 20 years ago.

THEs MINISTER:- The New South
Wales Government had been asked to
send a turpentine pile to Western Aus-
tralia for us to test in Western Austra-
lian waters, in comparison with Western
Australian woods.

ME,. FRANK WILSON: Turpentine
was a good timber that resisted the
ravages of the white ant or the toredo. He
hoped the Minister had made strong re-
presentations to the New South Wales
Government as to their unfederal action.
The issue of the pamphlet was a disgrace.
ful step to take. The records might be
true, but the tests were not fair. No
portion of the Oommonwealth should
utilise a test of this description to adver-
tise itself to the detriment of another
State, and to damn Western Australian
woods in England. There was very little
turpentine wood left, and New South
Wales could not supply a thousandth
part of what was required.

Ma. RAsow called attention to the state
of the House. (2-3e an~.)
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THE CHAIRMAN: Eight minutes
previously 27 members had voted, show-
ing there was a quorum within the pre-
cints of the House. The hon. member
celled attention to the state of the House
for the purpose of obstructing business,
and he (the Chairman) would take no
notice of the call.

Item-Rents for offce accommodation,
£3,500:

Mn. RASON: Having been in this
Parliament for more years than any
member at present in the House, it was
the first time he had been accused of
obstructing. We were given to under-
stand that the changes made by the
'Minister in regard to this item would
reduce the cost of administration, but
there was an increase on this item..

TnE MINISTER: This item was
simply a concentration of several matters
under one head. There was no increase.
because there was reduction in other
departments.

Engineering (subdivision 5)-Roads
and Bridges, £120,100:-

MR. RHASON moved that progress be
reported.

Motion put, and a division. taken with
the following result: -

Ayes ... .. .5

Noes .. . ... 21

in

Arra. Mar's.
Mr, Brown Xr. Answh3
Mr. ]sjmnMr. Halton
MI. =nion Mr. Cannor
Mr. Frank Wilson Mr. Dnqrlishl
Mr. N. J. Moore (Tuller). Mr. Elbin

Mr. Hastie
Mr. Rfeitmann
Mr, Renshaw
Xr. Holmnan
MrE Horan
Mr. Johnson
Mr.ye

Mr. Needhamn
BIT. Nelson
Mr. Soaddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Tray
Mr. Watts
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Gill (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.
Item-Roads and bridges throughout

the State, £65,000:
A. LAYMAN was glad to see an

increase of £5,000 on the amount voted
last year, but on looking at the sue-

ceeding itemn, 11 Grant-in-aid for roads
boards -which have struck a. general rate,"
he was disappointed that the roads
boards for the present year would receive
£5,000 less than in the previous year.
If we were to open up a vast amount of
territory -with roads and bridges and give
facilities for people to travel from one
centre to another, we should have an
increase in this vote. Some explanation
was required from the Minister as to
why there was a reduction in the general
road grant.

THE MINISTER was extremely sorry
the member for Nelson did not look
at the amount expended last year in-
stead of the amount voted. While
£60,000 was voted for roads and bridges,
only £58,867 was spent-, and £10,000
was voted for roads boards, but only
£28,064 was expended. This year it was
proposed to give £65,000 for roads and
bridges, and the item of grants in aid of
roads boards was struck out because it
was unnecessary; for it was absolutely
compulsory for every board to strike a
rate, unless they were exempted by the
Minister for Works.

MRt. LAYMAN merely asked for an
explanation from the, Minister as to
whether the roads boards in country
districts would get the same grants this
year as; in the past. The grants should
be increased, as country districts did
not get sufficient money. He had
thought that instead of raising the
ire of the Minister, it would please
him. He would move th at thbe amount be
increased by £10,000. [Mnn ~n: The
hull. member could not do that.] He
regretted that the amount was not
£10,000 higher.

MR. RASON regretted there had been
a misrepresentation, either as against the
member for Nelson or himself, as to any
remarks he had made in connection with
this vote. He challenged the Minister
to show he bad been guilty of mis-
representation in any shlape or form, or
anything approaching it. We were deal-
ing with the Estimates, and last year it
was estimated that theme would be an
expenditure of £270,000 in connection
with the grants to roads boards. This
year it was estimated £65,000 would be
spent.

TnE MxNISraaR: It was an easy matter
to expend it.

[ASSEMBLY.] Boo da and Br*ee.
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MR. RASON: By no means was it an
easy matter to expend it, if proper care
and watchfulness were exercised. If the
Minister watched carefully he would find
that the total amount, 165,000, would
not be spent. -Just as last year the
late Government estimated to spend
X70,000, and spent only £86,931, so this
year, if proper care were exercised, the
same proportionate underdraft would
occur. When speaking in public plates
the Minister said the Government deter-
mined that whatever vote had to suffer,
the roads vote should not. We had to
deal with the intentions of the Govern-
ment by the anmunt provided on the
Estimates; and no matter what was said
to the contrary, the amount provided this
year was £5,000 less than that provided
last year.

Mr. H. BROWN: It was interesting
to see that members representing the
roads boards districts on the other
(Government) side of the House were
not raising one word of protest against
the reduction of this vote. There was
no necessity for the Minister to speak so
hotly in respect to the reduction of the
vote. One would have liked an assurance
that although the Minister was not going
to give a subsidly on the rates struck, he
intended to supplement the amount by a
larger grant under the heading of a
special grant than had been given in the
past few years. The giving of an in-
creased subsidy wais a great help to
those roads boards which struck a rate.

MR. N. J. MOORE bad thought
the Minister would give some informa.-
tion as regarded these roads boards.
The last Minister apparently had a
scheme similar to that which Mr. Gar-
diner had on the municipal vote, the
amount ranging from 7s. 6d. to 12s. 6d.
in the X. He hoped the Minister would
give some explanation. If we wished to
assist men on the land, we must give
them facilities to get to their selections
without undue hardship; and in dis-
tributing votes it was necessary to bear
in mind the good of the country. Those
acquainted with the Eastern portion of
the agricultural districts recognised that
people in those districts, were not
labouring under such great disabilities
as those nearer the coast, where the
country was thickly wooded. In the
Eastern district, the question of tracks

was a very simple matter, and for at
least ten months of the year vehicles
could be taken over the country; whilst
near the coast, tracks had to be cleared,
culverts built, and roads generally meant
a very expensive item.

[HoN. M. H. JAcoBY took the Chair, to
relieve Mr. Bath.]

MNI. FRANK WILSON was sorry
the Minister lost control of his temper
-no doubt due to the early hour of
the morning-and that be should so far
have forgotten the dignity of his position
as to accuse one member of having wil-
fully misrepresented.

TEE PREMIER: That remark was
withdrawn.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Yes; but no
acknowledgmbnt was made or apology
given for it.

THE PREMIER: It was unreservedly
withdrawn.

MR. FRANK WILSON: There was
a direct charge mrade against the member
for Nelson, and there was also a
direct charge against the leader of the
Opposition,

THE PREMIER rose to a point of
order. The hon. member was discussing
a remark that had previously been with-
drawn by the Minister for Works.

THE CHAIRMAN: It was notin
order for an hon. member to refer to a
remark which hail been withdrawn. The
withdrawal was a sufficient apology.

ME. FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter lost his temper in discussing the
roads and bridges vote, and ought to
apologise. During the past few weeks it
was openly stated that the Government
would he fairly liberal in these grants,
that they intended to provide roads ; yet
the total of the vote was £66,000 as
against £70,000 provided last year.
Was that liberal ? The very existence of
niany people in the South-Western Dis-
trict depended on roads for bringing
their produce to the nearest market
town; yet the vote was cut down by
X5,000'. Extra provision should be
made on the Supplementary or the Loan
Estimates.

Item (re-vote) -Arthur, Bulloch Hills
to Wagin Road, £150:

Mn. RASON: Last year £150 was
voted, and thMt sum expended. This
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year a similar sum appeared. Was this
to be an annual vote for the road ?

THE PREMIER: There appeared to
be a misprint. The item was to give the
settlers communication with the nearest
railway station-Wagin. Settlement in
that district had largely increased.

MR. FRANK WILSON: If the item
was a misprint, what about similar items
lower down? Four items at the end of
the page were similarly stated.

Item -Beverley. road from Mt.
Kokeby siding to Conty Peak, through
Bleverley to East Beverley Districts,
£100:

MR. RASON: Last year £200 was
voted and expended, and now it was
proposed to provide another £2100; yet
it was shown as a decrease on last year's
Estimates. Members should know where
the £200 bad been spent.

THE PREMIER: The sum of £200
was expended through the Beverley roads
board. The item this year was promised
to the East Beverley board to enable the
people in the County Peak district to
reach the railway station.

Item-Esperanee, Pink Lake Road,
£200:

ME. GREGORY: The people at Es-
perance always wanted a road to the
Pink Lake. Why did the item appear
so often on the Estimates ?

MR. THOMAs: It did nothing of the
sort.

THE PREMIER: This item was for
continuing the construction of the road
between Esperance and the Pink Lake.
The member for Dundas could probably

giefarther information.
Muli. RASON: The member for the

district (Mr. Thomas) was by his silence
*apparently unwilling to give more in-

formation; than that supplied by the
Premier. Some member might move to
strike out the item: but he (Mr. flason)
would be sorry to see an injustice done to
the district honoured by being repre-
sented by the hon. member (Air. Thomas).
How long was this road ? Was it
absolutely necessary that there should be
another item of expenditure upon it?

Mu. THOMAS: The menl -r for
Guildford was already well acquainted
with the road. It was some miles in
length and the hon. member when Minis-

ter for Works had promised him (Mr.
Thomas) £500 for it, afterwards reducing
the amount to £250. It was now pro-
posed to spend an extra £200 to carry
out the promise of the previous Minister.

MR. GORDON: Was this vote to be
an annual affair ? Most people thought
Esperance was a thing of the past.

Ma. THOMAS: Being in charge of
this item, he could tell the member for
Canning (Mr. Gordon) that the vote
would be a recurring one until the road
was in proper order. Two farther items
such as this would make the road a
thoroughly good one.

MR. A. J. WILSON objected to this
wild extravagance in completing a carriage
drive for the convenience of the constitu-
ents of the member for Dundas.

MR. GREGORY: It was a pretty drive.
MR. A. J. WILSON: No doubt. This

was a promising district that would
before long justifyI the construction of a
railway, In the South-West there were
roads that were entirely neglected, and it
was not fair to have these annually
recurring sums for roads in the Dundasl
district when other places needing roads
could not get them.

Item-Fremantle (East), main road to
Canning, £500:

MR. A. J. WILSON moved an amend-
ment:

That the item he reduced by.210O.
Amendment put, and a division taken

with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes ... .. ... 21

Majority against ... 17

Arms.
Mr. Bron
M,. Easn
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. Gregory (reller).

Nora.
Mr. Angwvin
Mr. Dolton
mr. Connor
Mr. flagliab
Mr. mua
Mr. Gill
Mr. Haiti.
Mr. Heimn
Mr. Miisbaw
Mr. Holm-n
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Laymnann
Mr. Lymch
Mr. Mo.an
Mr. Needhi
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Snaddant
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Watt.
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon ((Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
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Item-Greenmount, approach to Dar-
lington station, £100:

MR. A. J. WILSON: Last year £100
was voted for this work and spent. This
year an additional £100 was voted for the
same work.

THE MINISTER: The policy of the
Government was to as far as possible
make all roads leading to railway stations.
This amount was to complete the work
already started.

Item-Greenough, McCartneky road,j
£100:

Mt. A. 3. WILSON asked for an
explanation.

THE MINISTER: The remarks on
the previous item would apply to this.

Item- Perth - Albany and Perth-
Eunbury main roads through Victoria
Park, Canning, and Kelnwcott districts,
£1,000:

Mn. NEEDHAM: A large amount
was spent for this work last year, and as
he could not see any occasion for the
item, he moved:

That the item be Struck out.
THE MINISTER: This was a vote in

connection with the Perth-Albany road-.
Inside the municipality of Victoria Park
it had been found necessary to re-grade
the road. The municipality took the
work in hand on the understanding
that they would receive a grant of
pound for pound from the Govern-
ment. The municipality undertook their
portion. of the work, and carried out
some work over and above the amount
representing their portion of it. The
amount on the Estimates was simply
to carry out a definite promise given that,
if the municipality undertook this work,
the Government would subsidise them up
to a certain amount. The work had been
undertaken by the municipality and the
roads board; and if the vote were struck
out, that would be a distinct hardship'
upon those bodies.

MR. GORDON:- This vote extended
over a road which was between 18 and 20
miles long, and it went in the direction
in which most of the city people took
their drives on Sundays and holidays.
It also led to the Canning Racecourse.
It ill became the member for Fremantle
to move the amiendment to strike this

item out, when so many pleasure-seekers
used the road.

Amendment put, and a division called
for.

MR. GORDoN:- The decision was given
fur the Ayes, and the member for Rim-
berley called out " Divide." He claimed
the bon. member's vote.

THE ACTING CH1AIRMAN (ROn. Mi. H.
Sacoby):- It the member for Kimberley
called for a division, he must vote with
the Noes.

MR. CONNOR denied having done so.
Result of the division

Ayes ... .. .. 11
Noes ... .. .. 14

Majority against ..

AYES,
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Coninor
Mr. Ellis
Mr. Hensbaw
Mr. Lyc

Mr. Needham
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Watts
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Troy jTeler).

Mr. =nwi

Mr. Gill
Mr. Greor
Mr. Hei
Mr. Heitms~nn
Mr. Holman
Mr. Johnson
Mr.Ly n
Kf" r. N More
Mr. Bason
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. Fraubi Wilson
Mr. G1ordon (Taller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Ma. RASflN moved (at 8-27 a.m.):
That progress be reported.
Division taken with the following

result.-
Ayes .. ... ... 8
Noes .. ... ... 19

Majority against .. 11
Ar. NOES.

Mr. Drowi, Mx. Angi
Mr. Gregory Mr. Ioltn
Mr. Layman Mr. Connor
Kr. K. J. Moore Mr. Elisa
Mr. Boson Mr. Beads
Mr. A. J. Wilson Mr, Heitman
Mr. Frank Wilson Mr. Renshaw
Mr. Gordon (Teller). 'Mr. Holmn

Mr. Horan
Mr. Johnison

Mr. Needhnom
Mr. Scsddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Troy
Mr. 'watts
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Gill (Tatter).

Motion thus negatived.
31R. A. J. WILSON moved

amendment:
That the item be reduced by £250.

an

If the same amount were spent in the
current financial year as was spent last
year, it would suiffice.

Annual Eolimates:
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THE MINISTER opposed the amend-
ment. This sum was distinctly promised
to the local bodies, including the muni-
cipality of -Victoria Park.

Ma. A. J. WILSON: If the promise
had been £50,000 instead of £21,000,
must the Committee ratify it?

TuE 'MINISTER: Yes; because the
promise was accepted in good faith,' and
the money spent. To reduce the item
would be to victimise the ratepayers.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item-Pert-Fremantle road, recon-
struction, £1,150:

MR. A, J. WILSON : The previous
item provided £1,000 for maintenance.
This item seemed, extravagant, consider-
ing last year's expenditure of £3,870.
In constructing main trunk roads, should
not the costly nmacadamising be aban-
doned and our local hardwoods substi-
tuted? Though their first cost might
be high, a considerable saving would be
effected in inairatenance.

THE MINISTER: The sum of £21,150
was to meet a liability. Last year £5,000
was voted for reconstruction, and the
work was carried out at a cost of £03,870
during that year. The itemi was for
money owing, which must be paid. The
work was completed. It was not in-
tended to reconstruct any other portions
of this road. It was reconstructed to
the Perth city boundary, but the work
would not be continued round Mount's
Bay. The Government believed that
the roads within municipalities should be
maintained and if necessary reconstructed
by municipalities.

Item-Perth to Ouildford main road,
maintenance, £2500:

Mn. R&SON:- The vote last year was
£1,000. This was a serious reduction,
yet for the preceding road item there was
an increase of.£250.

TaE MINISTER: The hon. mnember,
when Minister, promised that increase.

MR. RASON: The present Minister
was responsible for the reduction in this
item. This old 'Guildford road, which
passed the Perth Racecourse, was used
by many who dlid not contribute to its
upkeep; hence we could not expect that
it would be maintained by the roads
boards,

Da, ELLIS: Was this the road where
there occurred the appalling vandalism
of cutting down all the trees on either
side ? The best thing would be to strike
out the item so that no more trees could
be cut down.

Ma. THOMAS would willingly have
moved to strike out the item but, having
paired with the member for Greenough,
he could not do so. However, he pro-
tested against the continuanuce of this
system of coiistructing every road about
Perth and Fremautle. The people in
the districts should maintain these roads.
There were thousands of people on the
goldfields anud in distant places who had
nothing but bush tracks to give them
communication with the railway or the
large centres, but grants for roads were
refused to these people. Repeated
promises had been given that money
should be spent on the Norseman Road,
but not a shilling had been given for two
years because money was required in the
coastal districts. Money could be spent
to better advantage on the goldficlds.

MRt. GORDON admired the dog-in-
the-manger tactics of the member for
Dundas, who whiningly said that no
money should be spent on these roads
because he (Mr. Thomas) had not the
ability to get expenditure in his own
district. On this particular read on race
days there might be 5,000 traps driving
fromn Perth. The Belmont roads board
had been in existence for seven years
and had never asked the Government for
a shilling to spend in their district.
They had wade their own roads, which
no other district could say. The board
spent their own money in maintaining
this main road.

Tns MINISTER: Members should
realise there was a big reduction in the
vote. He was opposed to the granting
of sums of money for the maintenance
of roads already constructed. If we were
to g-ive these sums for maintenance we
could not limit them to roads around the
metropolitan areas; becaus~e some roads
outside, the metropolitan areas carried ten
times the traffic these particular roads
carried, but had received no consideration
from the Government. The item was
placed on the Estimates because it would
be a hardship on the local body to cut it
out at once. It was already reduced by
50 per cent. The next year, if the
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Ministry were in office, the item
cut down by another 50 per
was opposed to special grants:
tenance or reconstruction. Thes
would apply to other items.I
was to grant money for roads to
new areas throughout the lI
breadth of the State. Membe
Opposition did not take the
investigate how the money bad
viously spent, and forgot that t
of pounds had been spent in t
politan area which should b~
spent in goldfields areas. He
Committee to realise that this
reduction.

[4 am., Wednesday.]

MR. SCADDAN protested
expenditure on the maintenane
in and around Perth. There
ways and tramways where th
was to be expended, yet p
removed from railways where
considerable traffic had no ro~
Norseman road was a diegrac
country; in wnter it was
impassable. The road to Bai
impassable in winter time, and
times the road was bad enou
roads about Perth were madef
tires and motor cars.

Item - Sussex, Busselton-'
road maintenance, £100:

MR. A. J. WILSON: A coi
amount of money had been spe:
road, and an amount of £3,000
given to the Caves Board for thi
A mere £100 on a road like ti
bagatelle and not sufficient t4
barrow load of gravel at dista
mile apart. He moved

That the item be struck out.
MR. THOMAS: In 1902-3

a vote for the Sussex-Margani
£1,000, and for the Busselton-'
road £4,000. In 1903-4 the
vote for the Busselton-Yallingu
X1,000, and in addition to
were big votes connected with
trict. He emphatically protest4
extravagance for this road, wi
were badly needed in other pa
State. He did not object to ti
set down for the maintenanc
road this year, but this item
appear in future.

[20 DECEMBER, 1904.] Roadls and Bridges. 2071

would be ITHE MINISTER: It was to be hoped
cent. He fthe Committee would not strike the
for main. amount out; it was only small, and it
a remarks bad been promised for the maintenance
His desire of the road. The Government made the

open up road, and now £100 was voted to assist
agth and in its maintenance. It was not his
rs of the intention to continue the system of grant-

time to ing sums of money for the maintenance
been pre- of roads.
housands MR. FRANK WILSON: The item
be metro- should have been £1,000. There was no
ave been reason why the Government should not
asked the assist roads hoards who were doing their
was a big best to maintain roads. Recently a

number of members drove over this road,
which was constructed for the benefit of

aant all the people of the State, and not for
aant the district solely. Alter going to an

e Of roads expenditure of £215,000 in building the
were rail- road the Committee should not begrudge
is money £2100 to maintain the road. It was
laces far unfair that the settlers along the road
there was should pay for the upkeep of that road.
ads. The We were* endeavouring to attract all
on to any corners to the State to admire the Caves.
absolutely Our efforts should be towards making

mrra was this place a. holiday resort for the gold-
Iat Other fields people. Surely it was only fair

igh. The that an amount should be contributed,
or rubber even if only £100, to provide a proper

road to these beautiful C-aves. If there
yallingup were a referendum whether we should

have this money to maintain these roads,
nsiderable there would be a huge majority in favour
at on this of it. The member for Dundas talked

ha be about the road to Norsemnan being
is district, impmasable; but that hon. member knew
his was a there would be a railway there shortly.

paea This amount should be £1,000 instead of

aces of a E10
Amendment put and uegatsved.

Item-Wauneroo, clearing road to cave
there was at Lake Yanehep, £50:
3road of MR. A. J. WILSON: The sum of £50

iYallingup over the amount voted was spent. Per-
re was a haps the Minister would givejustification
ip road of for it.
hat there THE MINISTER: The sum provided
that dis- iwas not sufficient to carry out the work,

3d against and £50 was placed on this year's
ben roads Estimates simply to meet the liability
rts of the incurred.
ie amount
a of this Item-Albany Road District, Lower
must dis- King Road to King and Kalgan Bridges,

£300:
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Ma. A. J. WILSON asked for infor-
mation.

THE MINISTER: This was in con-
nection with the Lower King Road.
Recently the Government erected a bridge,
and the road provided a means of com-
munication with the agricult ural areas on
the other side of the bridge. The bridge
was constructed to give settlers who
recently took up land in the locality an
opportunity of getting to market, and
now we were providing road coinmca.
tion leading to the bridge.

Item-Beverley Road District, Brook-
ton-Boyadine Road, £100:

On motion by the MINISTER " Boya-
dine " struck out, and " Boyagarry " in.
serted in lieu.

Item-Blackwood (tower) Road Dis-
trict, Greenbushes-Boyup Road, £150:

MR. LAY MAN called attention to a
clerical error, and on motion by the
Minqs'Era, item amended to read "G reen-
bushes Road District, Greenbushes-Boyup
Road, 4160."

Item-Blackwood (lower) Road Dis-
trict, Approach to. Hester Railway Sta-
tion, £100:

Ma. LAYMAN called attention to a
clerical- error, and on motion by the
MrNis Ea "upper" inserted instead of
"lower."

MR. A. J. WILSON: Was this a con-
nection between the station and the main
Greenbushes-Bridgetown moad, or was it
for an approaoch to the stationP

THE MINISTER: This was for a road
from the main road to the station. The
first-mentioned road was now very buggy
and almost impassable.

Item-Brunswick road district, Kori-
jukup road, £100 :

Mu. A. J. WLSON: Did this lead from
the main Bunbury road towards the
Morniugton sawmills?

THE MINISTER: From the main
road into the agricultural areas.

Itexn-Bunbury , (Suburban) road dis-
trict, Busselton road, £100:

MR. A. J. WILSON: Had this any
relation to Item 104, " Bunbury-Bussel-
ton road,. £100 " ?

THE MINISTER: This road was in the
Bumbury electorate, and the other in the
Wellington electorate.

Item-Canning road district, Canning-
ton railway station approach from the
main road, £C100:

MR., CONNOR asked -for explana-
tion.

THn MINISTER: This was to make
a road to the railway siding.

MR. OONNOR: There was much ex-
penditure on this district. He moved an
amendment:

That the item be Struck out.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item-Dundas-Coolgardie main road,
£2,000:

MR. THOMAS: This sum would not
put the road in decent order. The
Minister had promised a deputation to
ascertain what the work would cost. If
the railway were soon to be commenced,
X2,000 might suffice for the road. If
not, a larger sum should be provided

TuE MINISTER: The road was in a
bad state, and part of it was during the
winter rains impassable. The engineer
who had inspected it reported that
£16,000 would be needed to repair the
impassable portion. 'This sum could not
be provided, and as much as was available
was set apart.

Ma. RASON: The member for Dun-
das was allowed to refer to the proposed
railway, and had asked for assurance
from the Minister that it would be con-
structed, and was perfectly sure a. start
would be made before the commence-
mnent of next session. If that was so,
the provision of this sum on the Esti-
mates would be a waste of money.

Ma. TaoxAs: Any railway took time
to construct.

MR. SCADDAN: If it took as long to
build the line as it took the previous
Government to have it surveyed, the
money was wanted.

MRt. THOMA&S: That was done pur-
posely.

ME. RASON: The road was estimated
to cost £15,000, The hon. member, in
view of his satisfaction at gel ting the
railway, should move to strike out the
item, so that the railway would be still
more justified.

MR. FRANK WILSON was in accord
with the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition. It seemed the money would.

[ASSEMBLY.] Road8 and Bi-idges.
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be absolutely wasted, in view of the fact
that the Independent party had pledged
the country to the construction of the
Norseman railway in the near future.
He moved an amendment:

That the item be struck out.
Mn. THOMAS: By the appointment

of an advisory board, we could have a
report by next session, and members on
the Government side would support the
recommendation of the board, while the
leader of the Opposition must carry out
previous votes on the subject, and vote
for the railway. He hoped members
would unanimously vote that the railway
should be constructed.

Tns CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
could only discuss the matter of the rail-
way in relation to this road.

MR. THOMAS: The amount on the
Estimates for this road was not sufficient.
11 the railway were Started next August,
giving the Bill time to pass through both
Houses, the money could in the mean-
time be well spent on the road to cope
with the winter rains that had done con-
siderable damage and made the roads
impassable for weeks.

MR. GREGORY had, from conversa-
tions with the member for Dundas,
always assumed that the sum of £e2,000
would be quite useless for this road,
and that we should at least require
X10,000.

MR. THOMAS: It would cost £150,000
to make a perfect road. The sumn of
£10,000 was no good.

MR. GREGORY: We beard the hon.
member talking about a railway and a
board. It was quite possible the session
might end within two or three days and
it might be necessary to carry legislation
for the purpose of appointing thiA non-
political board, which so suddenly had
obtained the admiration of the member
for Dundas. We would therefore be
justified in asking the Minister to report
progress. He moved (at 4-40 am.):

That progress be reported.
Motion put, and a division taken with

the following result:
Ayes ... ... ... 7

Noes ... ... .. 18

Majority against ... 11

ArTs.
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Layman
M r. N. J. Moore
Mr. Reson
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. Fran Wilson
Mr: Gordon (Teller) .

NES.
Mr.Anf wn

Mr. Caoe,
Mr. Ellis
Mr. Hestia
Mr. Heusbaw
Mir. Holna
Mr. Horse
Mr. Johnson
Mfr.~yc

Mr. Nielson
3U. Seaddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Troy
Mir. Watts
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Gill (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.
MR. A. J. WILSON: Personally he

took strong exception to the remarks of
the member for Dundas on this vote.
This item of £2,000 was not the only
amount for the goldfields, and we Should
consider whether it was justifiable to
vote this a-mount when there were
other roads in otber parts of the State
requiring attention. In view of the
present financial position the country
could not afford to Spend so large a sum
of money on one particular road ; we had
to cut our coat according to our cloth.
He would not like to see the whole amount
struck out, but the amount ought to be
approximated more in accordancee with
the votes for other roads. We ought not
to make these undue preferences in favour
of one particular roads district as against
any other roads districts.

THE MINISTER: Did the hon. member
know the length of the road?*.

MR. A. J. WILSON tWe should not
be guided by the length of the road or
the bad state of repair of the road,* but
mainly by the amouint of money that we
could reasonably set aside for that par-
ticular work.

MR. GREGORY: This was one of the
worst roads in Western Australia, Large
swms were provided year after year in
connection with it. [Interjection by the
bINneTE8a] He (Mr. Gregory) did not
say last year. The district generally was
treated better last year by the Government
than it had been treated this year. If
there was not to be a railway down to this
district the amount ought t; he increased,
but if a railway was to be built this road
expenditure was unnecessary. What was
the use of a couple of thousands of pounds
in connection with this work? This road
was 120 miles long. We should either
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spend a large sum in conuection, with
this or go on with the railway.

Amendment negatived.

Item-Kalgoorlie Road District, Road
to Abattoirs (Boulder and Kalgoorlie road
districts), £500:

MR. A. J. WILSON: Here we had
another of these goldfields votes. Hie
did not know whether there was any

poulation along this road. Population
didlot usually tend to aggregate in the

direction of abattoirs, If this was a, vote
of £600 to protect the road for the
purpose of the business of the proprietors
of these abattoirs, the Committee would
be justified in striking the item out. He
asked for information.

THE MINISTER: This road was in
the Heannans district. Communication
was needed with the site on which it was
intended to erect Government abattoirs.

[5 a.m., Wednesday.]
MR. GREGORY: For abattoirs only

£1,000 was set down; there was no
intention of building abattoirs this year;
yet here was £500 for a road to the
abattoirs.

THE M I NIST ER: One thousand
pounds was all we could spend this year
on abattoirs.

MR. GREGORY: This £500 could be
far better expended. He moved an
amendment:

That the item be struck out.
MR. GORDON: Someone said that

£500 was spent last year on the road.
How far would the road be carried before
the abattoirs were built? Why disguise
the fact that the road was not for
abattoirs, but to serve some part of the
constituency?

Aix. RASON: True, £500 was voted
last year for this road, and appeared to
have been spent. There was some dispute
between the municipality and the roads
board; it was decided not to pay over
the money till the dispute was settled;
and the difficulty apperdthaebn
overcome by givingy oe body £500 and
providing on these Estimates £500 for
the other.

THE MINISTER: The total required
for the road to the abattoirs was £] ,000,
of which £500 was voted to the Boulder
municipality to make their portion; and
this £2500 was for the roads board- in the

Hannans district to make a portion from
the municipal boundary to the abattoirs.

Amendment put and negatived.

Itemn - Kalgoorlie Road District,
Boulder Road, £2,500:-

Mnf . A. 3. WILSON: This was another
extraordinary item. It was not a long
road, and the upkeep should not involve
much expenditure, while. the formation
of the country lent itself to the econo-
mical construction of roads. The sum
seemed excessive in view of other decisions,
and the excess might be allotted to wore
deserving districts.

MR. GORDON: This vote only showed
how fickle one was when his own interests
were directly concerned.

THEn MINISTER: This road has been
maintained for years past by the roads
board. It was intended to devote this
sum of money to the construction of the
road, which was the most important road
in the State, and carried more traffic than
any other road.

Item -Special grants for repairing
damage by recent floods, £2,000:-

MR. RASON referred to this item with
the concurrence of the Minister, to show
that the sum of £2,000 provided last
year for roads in agricultural areas had
been allowed to lapse.

Tan MIN11sTER: Because special grants
were now given.

Mn. RASON : There were special
gnants last year of a greater amount.
This year, not only were grants to roads
boards reduced by £25,000; but also the
item for roads in agricultural areas-was
reduced. Where was the money on this
item to be expendedP

Tun MINISTER: This item would
assist boards that suffered by the recent
heavy rains, for which special provision
might, not hare been made on the esti-
mates.

Item -- M idland Junction to K ala-
m unnuda Road, £1 50:-

MR. CON NOR: This item should be
explained.

THn MINISTER: The money was for
a, new main road between Midland Junc-
tion and Gooseberry Hill. A new bridge
was built over the Helena 'River, and the
money would be spent on the road
approaching- the bridge.

[ASSEMBLY.T Roads and Bridges.
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Item- Fremantle Road Bridges (2),
Lighting and Maintenance, £500:

Ma."BOLTON: There was an increase
of £100 this year over last year's vote;
but last year only £127 was spent. Did
the Government intend to employ extrat
labour in lighting the two bridges?

Tan MINISTER: Last year the sum
of £4u0 was voted to effect necessary
repairs to Lhe bridges; but not being
expended, it was carried on to this year's
expenditure.

Item -Giugin, Jones's bridge over
Moore River. reconstruction, £135:

Mut. FRANK WILSON: What was
the meaning of reconstruction ? Had the
bridge been swept awayP Last year
£ 100 was voted and only £1I expended;,
now we 'were asked to spend £135.

THE MINISTER: The amount repre-
sented the liability. It was necessary to
reconstruct owing to the bridge having
been destroyed by fire seone time ago.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Did the same
remark apply to the next itemn, "1Len-
nard's bridge, reconstructionP"

ThnE MINISTER: Que of the two
bridges was burnt down; he did not know
w hicjh.

Item-Perth 'Causeway, renewing light-
ing, maintenance and reconstruction of
road on emhankments, £2,240:-

Mn. WATTS asked for explanation.
THRE MINISTER: We had recently

wideued the Perth Causeway in order to
allow the proposed tramway to run over
it to connect Victoria, Park with Perth.
In order to carry out the work it was
necessary to expend this sum of money.
The lighting and maintenance of the
Causeway would be mere expensive in the
future.

Mn. GORDON: This was a loan to
the municipality of Victoria Park, who
were paying intere# on the money.

Item -B~everley road district, Brockton
approach over the Avon River (southern
branch), £500:

Ma. RA.SON: What was the meaning
of this item and the two following items
for the district of Beverley, amounting in
all to £2900 F

Tan MINISTER: A sum of £150 was
provided on last year's Estimates, being

the roads board estimate, but on exam ins.
tion it was found the provision was
insufficient, and the item was allowed to
lapse; it was now re-voted. The bridge
was required to allow settlers to get their
produce to the railway. A considerable
number of farmners had settled in the
district recently, and special attention
had been paid to this fact by providing
roads for settlers to communicate with
the railway.

Item-Widening and repairs, Beverley
town bridgve:

MR. GORDON: Why was it necessary
to spend £200 in widening this bridge P
The money might as well be thrown into
the river. The bridge wats about three
chains across. It was a good bridge,
only having been built a few years ago;
surely it was unnecessary to spend £200
in widening the bridge. This seemed to
be a vote simply to satisfy the town of
Beverley. He moved:

Th~at the item be struck ont.
Amendment put, and a division taken

with the following result:-

Ayes .. ... ... 4
Roes .. .. ... 23

Majority against ..- 1
ATES. NOES.

Sr To Mr. hLngwin
dr . .Wilson Mr. Bolton

r. FiPrnk Wilson Mr. Bro,
Lii. Gordon (Taller) Mr. Connor

Mr. Ellie
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Maetie
Hr. Heibmnn
Mr. Henshaw
Mir. Holman
Mr. Hornz
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Layman
31r. Lynh
Mr. N., IMoore
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Bison
Kr' Seaddan
Mr. Taylor
MY. watts
Mr. F. F. ,Wilson
Mr. Gill (Teitor)

Amendment thus negatived.

9

Item-Bunbury suburban road district,
Leach enault, bridge over Preston River
(reconstruction), £500:

MR. A. J. WILSON: Seine reason
should be given why there should be a
new bridge to this place. As far as he
could remember there was net sufficient
traffic to justify an expenditure of £500.
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That amount would be altogether in-
adequate to reconstruct the bridge.

THE MINISTER moved an amaend-
ment that the word "river" be struck
out, and "1Collie and Brunswick Rivers"h
inserted in lieu.

m. N. 3. MOORE: This work was
absolutely needed. The decking of the
bridge was all off, and the bridge was
dangerous to traffic.

THE MINISTER:- The item had
reference to repairs for three bridges,
which were in a very bad state.

Amendment passed.
MR. A. J. WILSON wished to know

whether this expenditure would apply to
one bridge or three.

THE MINISTER: Three.
Mxt. A. J. WILSON: Apparently

Lesehenault should be'struck out.
TE E MINISTER: It had been pointed

out to him by the officers and roads
boards that these bridges were in a very
bad state of repair, and something like
£2500 was necessary to put them in
repair.

Item-Capel (Upper) road district,
Baronia Gully, bridge over Capel River,
£220:

On motion by the MINISTER, the words
Capel (upper) " wero struck out, and

"Bunburv " inserted in lieu.

Item - Murray road district, re-
constructing bridge over the Lower
Serpentine, £600:

Mxa. A. 3. WILSON asked for in-
formation.

THE MINISTER: This related to a
very old bridge, which had been in
existence for 35 years. It was too narrow
for agricultural implements to cross;
consequently it was necessary to widen it.

Item-Northam road district, over
Mortlock River at Seabrook Siding, £800:

MR. HORAN asked for explanation.
THE MINISTER: This was on the

main road from Northam to York. The
brook was once crossed by a dam which
a recent flood washed any; and the
bridge was necessary.

Item-Toodysy road district, redeckiog
Toodyay town bridge, £150:

MR. A. J. WILSON: This sum seemed
large.

Tan MINISTER:- The bridge was
very long.

Item -Wandering road district, bridge
over the Hotham river, £2750:

Mn. A. J. WILSON asked for an
explanation.

THE MINISTER: This bridge was at
a point where the roads leading to Pin-
gelly, Wande~ring, Williams, and Nar-
rogin met; and the bridge was justified
by the volume of traffic.

MR. RASON: Considerable progress
has been made with these Estimates -
more in one day than bad ever been made
in the last three or four years, We had
now sat f rom 2 -80 p.mi. yesterday till 5 45
this morning. He moved that progress
he reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority aga
AYrS.

Mr. Brown
Mr. Gregory
Mr. lya
Mr. N. S. More
Mr. Ration
Mr. A. J. wilsonl
Mr. Prank Wilson
Mr. Gordon (raller).

19

;"a*. Ii

NOr.
Mr. Angwma
Mr. Bolton'
Mr. Connor
my. Ellis
Mr. Heetle
Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Henshaw
Mr. Holmnn
Mr. Horan
Mr. Johnson

Mr. Nelson
Mr. Sontdut
Mr. Taylor
M.nY
Mr. Watts4
Mr. P. F. Wilson
Mr. GUi (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Harbour and River Works,.£18,956.
Item -Additions and repairs to jetties,

stock yards, and river improvements,
£2,760:

Mn. N. J. MOORE: The amount was
disappointing in view of the need for
shipping facilities. The total vote was
some £219,000, and the wharfage alone in
some ports amounted to £20,000. Addi-
tional wharf age accommodation for timber
ships was needed at Eunbury, together
with dredging at the jetty. It was hoped
the matter would receive consideration on
the Loan Estimates.

HMa. GORDON:- It was time we ad-
jgurned.

L'ASSEMBLY.] Harbours and Rivers.
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MR. A. J. WILSON: There was a
great deal in the contention of the bon.
member in regard to iwprovements to
jetties. It was necessary to have ade-
quate facilities for shipping timber. The
industry was now hampered by the

inufciency of facilities at Bunbury.
Ships required a deeper dralught of water
than was provided alongside the jetty.
The balance of this item yet to be dis-
horsed would be £1,100.

MR. CONNOR: The sum on the 'Esti-
mates was insufficient.

Ma. GORDON called attention to the
state of the House (565 a.m.).

THE CHAIRMAN: Ten minutes pre-
viously 27 members had voted on a, divi-
sion, therefore there wvas no necessity to
call attention to the state of the House.
The hon. member was doing so for
obstruction.

THE MINISTER: Since last year
X 1,649 had been spent. The amount was
increased by £260.

MR. N. J. MOORE: We should give
every facility in regrard to the shipping of
timber. A select committee was now
inquirinu as to what could be done to
encourage the timber trade.

Tn Miisnn : Were harbour works
constructed out of revenueY Surely the
hon. member had enough sense to know.

Ma. N. J. MOORE: Certainly; but
the first £60,000 at Bunbury was spent
out of revenue, and also the next £20,000.
The vessels going into Bunbury during
12 months amounted to 213, and.£60,000
or £70,000 was spent i n freight. £1 7,000
in wharfage, and £5,000 in harbour dues;
so the harbour was of importance. The
least the Government migrht do was to
set apart the aniount earned in the shape
of wharfage at Bunbury and spend it in
the ordinary harbour improvements to
jetties. The money simply went into
railway revenue and the harbour was not
credited with it. He regretted the Min-
ister could not recognise the importance
of doing something for Bunbury. If we
were to build traimways all over the
country we must build harbour. to keep
pace.

MR. PRANK WILSON: This was an
item of serious moment, affecting one of
the chief industries of the State. The
Minister, wvhile possessing a fair amount
of common sense, should give credit to
other members for being endowed with

some. He (Mr. Wilson) took exception
to dliscourteous remarks thrown across
the Ohamber by Mfinisters, who should set
an example. This item should appeal to
every member. The timber industry de-
pended on the Buabury harbour, and
there was not sufficient wharfage accom.
modation at Bunbury, even for the smaller
number of vessels now lying there. The
member for Bunbury was justified in
drawing attention to the fact, to ascertain
whether this vote was going to provide
the necessary accommodation at Bun bury.
There had not been many accidents in the
harbour, and he believed only two or
three necks bad taken place within the
Bunbury harbour, although vessels had
been loaded there at all seasons of the
year. Would the Minister give informa-
tion as to what was intended in regard to
this necessary workP

[6 a.m., Wednesday].
THE MINISTER:- The member for

Bunbury did not ask the question which
had now been put, but criticised the vote
and referred to the dredging of the Bun-
bury harbour. The Bunbury harbour
work was paid for from loan and not
from revenue. The dredging of harbours,
in the paat had to a large extent been
paid out of loain moneys. This was the
first intimation he had received that the
harbour at Bunbury required dredging.
A deputation had brought this matter
under the notice of the Premier since the
Estimates had been on the table. If this
matter had been brought under his
notice previously. he would have been
pleased to have considered the placing of
a sum of money on the Estimates for the
work. The item was for the maintenance
of the various jetties throughout the
length and breadth of the State. There
were a number of jetties in the north-
west and on the south coast which
required additions and repairs.

MR. MOORE: The Bunbury Shipping
Association. had been in communication
with the 'Colonial Secretary's Department
and during the last three or fio~nr months

Ithe matter had been brought under
notice of the Minister personally. No
reply had been received. The jetty at

IBunbury at the present time was under
three departments; the Railway Depart-
ment, the Colonial. Secretary's Depart-
ment, and the Works Department.
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Tun MINISTER: If the member
Would point out any work which came
under the Works Department, he could
reply to the statement.

MR. MOORE: The people of Bunlrnry
had asked that the harbour regulations
should be amended so that vessels would
not be allowed to lie alongside for any
length of time. They also asked that the
maximum amount of timber to he taken
on board per day should be 50 tons. No
reply had been received to communica-
tions which had been forwarded. This
prompted him in asking that the Govern-
ment should appoint a harbour trust to
deal with the shipping of the port of
Bunbury.

MR. GORDON: This item was intended
for the dredging of Coode street. He
would like an assurance. from the Minister
on that point.

Ma. CONNOR: There was not suffi-
cient on the Estimates to cover the work
necessary, but we should not blame the
Government, because they came in with
the express intention of trying to reduce
expenditure as far as possibic. Before
passing a vote to increase or add to the
jetties we wanted to know what. the
revenue produced from them would be;
whether there was any revenue. In the
past it had been the custom to farm out
jetties and allow Coloured labour to be
employed.

MR. NEEDHAM thought the sum
excessive, and he moved an amendment

That the amount be reduced by £250.

MR. FRANK WILSON: The
Minister, in discussing the question of
river improvements and dredging opera-
tions, avanced the theory that di-edging
should be paid for out of loan moneys.
He (Mr. Wilson) hoped the Committee
would not accept that. If we bad to
carry out dredging for the formation of a
new harbour or to allow a ship to come
up and berth, the expenditure would be
capital expenditure and fairly chargeable
to loan funds provided by Parliament for
the construction of harbours, but when
the dredging operations ceased and the
harbour works were completed the charge
on capital ceased, and any' fresh dredging
to keep the harbour clear so that a vessel
of a certain drau 'ght might berth along-
side should be paid for out of revenue.
Either this vote ought to be passed as a

whole or else wiped out altogether. If the
item was to he of any use-includ-
ing river improvements and -additional
repairs to jetties, stockyards, etc-the
Minister had not estimated the amount

reurd at, a sufficiently high sum.
Wudthe Minister tells us what items

he intended to deal with by means of the
X2,750?l

Tns MINISTER: Repairs were cropping
up during the financial year.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Were there
no items on which to base a calculation?

THe MINISTER: The expenditure in
previous years was the basis.

MR. FRANK WILSON: This was
unsatisfactory. We ought to have more
information. He would not support the
amendment.

MR. A. J. WILSON opposed the
amendment, which was in bad taste, in
view of the many millions spent at
Fremnantle by the Government. The
mover wished Fremantle to monopolise
the trade.

ME. NEEDHAM: As the item wats
excessive, the amendment would be
pressed.

[HON. MW. H. JACOBY took the Chair,
to relieve Mr. Bath.]

ME. RASON: The mover of the
amendment was content with the bald
statement that the amount was excessive,
though last year we provided £21,100
more than was set down this year. The
Minister seemed to think that all previous
expenditure on harbour works was from
loan. On the contrary, much came out
of revenue.

Tun MINISTER: And much out of loan.
MR. RASON: Though Opposition

members were accused of obstruction,
Government supporters had spoken far
mare frequently and at greater length
than they. Now, at 6&80 a.m., after
making considerable progress, the
Minister was determined to force on
these Estimates, and if possible to limit
discussion. This was our first experience
of how a Labour Government would
conduct the business of the Country.
He (Mr. Rasion) hoped the Committee
would not consent to reduce the itemn.
T1he amount was too small. The Minis-
ter could tell us what emergencies had
already arisen. It was surprising that
votes of importance should be received

Harbours and Riverg.[ASSEMBIX.1
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with levity. Discussing the Estimates
seemed to be a huge joke, to be got
throug-h as soona as possible, and to be
treated lightly and as a subject not
worthy of consideration. The memaber
for Forrest was held up to blame for
the stand he took; but the bon. member
was distinctly right in his attitude. We
had no business to scamp the discussion
of the Estimates. Every item ought to
be illy discussed. The amendment on
this item was moved by a member with-
out a single word of argument.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item-Additions and repairs to light-
houses and quarters. £750:-

Mit. A. 3. WILSON: This would
probably be the only opportunity aof
referring to the isolation of the men
occupying these quarters.

THE CHAIRMAN. That did not
concern the item. The hon. member
must simply refer' to the vote on the
Estimates. Members would recollect
there was a great deal of strain on the
officers of the House, and it would be well
if members 'would recognise it, and
immediately how to the decisions of the
Chair. Having giveni the hon. memnber
an instruction as to what he should do
on a matter, he (the Chairman) hoped
that the hon. member would accept the
instruction without any debate.

Mn. A. 3. WILSON:- Repairing these
quarters was an important matter, be-
cause the isolation of the quarters
entailed inconvenience on the people
using the quarters.

THiE CHAIRMAN:. The hon. member
should not proceed on that line.

MB. A. J. WILSON hoped the
quart-ers would be made as comfortable
and convenient as their isolation per-
mitted.

Mit. FRANK WILSON: Had the
Minister aniy details as to the repairs to
be effected to lighthouses and quarters?~

THs MINISTER: The item was to
provide ways and means for carrying out
repairs, as occasion arose. Rle could not
say exactly what repairs would be neces-
sary.

Item- lBroome Jetty repairs, £-600:
MR. A. J. WILSON: Had this money

been expended without authority of Par-
liament ?

Tax MINISTER- Considerabledamage
would. have been done to the jetty if- it
had not been repaired at the time. It
'was necessary to spend the money with-
out authority.

Ma. Oaooav; Had the Minister
authorised the expenditure?

TH9E MINISTER: No. It was the
previous Minister.

Item-Bunbury, Removing and re-
erecting bathing sheds, £200:

Mn., LYNCH: How was it tbat Bun-
bury was specially favouredP Why
should. the town be relieved of the expense
of removing and. re-erecting bathing
sheds? On the goldields the munici-
palities had to erect their own bathing
places and sink shafts and pump the
water, all without assistance.

Mn. A. J. WILSON:- In view of the
excessive strain on the officers of the
House he did not think the Government
should insist on proceeding with the

Iitems farther. lie moved (at 6-40):-
That progress be reported and leave asked

to sit again.
Motion put, and a division taken with

the following result:-
Ayes ... ... .. S
Noes .. .. .. 19

Majority against .. 11
k IS NOES.

Mr. Brown IMr. Axgwin
IMr. Gregory Mr. Dalton

Mr. Layman Mr. Connor
Mr N S oore Mr. Ellis

Mr Eso hr. Hate
Mr. A. 3. Wilson Mr. Heitmusnn
Mr. Flunk Wilson Mr. Housbaw

Mr- ordn (ellr, Mr. Holmn
Mr. ~ Mr Horoaneler

Mr. Jobnson
Mr.Han

Mr. Seaddan
Mr, Taylor

* r. Troy
Mr. Watts
Mr. F. F. Wilson
Mr. Gill (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.
MR. MORAN: A plIace that had plenty

of sea around it did not'require bath.
lieuses. He moved:

That the item be struck out.

THrE IMINISTER: This item was
placed on the Estimates. by himn owing
to the fact that the Eunbury Municipal
Council had erected baths in the vicinity
of the jetty. He understood that after
the erection of those bathe a, railway was
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built by the Government, and owing to
thb erection of that railway the sand
silted up and made the baths absolutely
useless. Whereas the baths used to be
in eight or ten feet of water, they were left
on dry ground. It was absolutely neces-
sary we should do what was proposed,
seeing that the .Bunbury Council were
not responsible for the silting up of the
harbour in close proximity to the bathe.
Realising this he thought it his duty to
supply X for £ in connection with the
removal of the hJaths and their re-erec-
tion.

Mrs. Gitnaors Had the money been
spent?

THE MINISTER: They Started the
works, but had not received the money
yt.L

MRs. N. J. MOORE hoped the member
for West P'erth would withdraw the
amendment. The railway was built
there oil granite rocks, which interfered.
with the natural flow of the sand travel.
The sand collected there, and the baths
were rendered absolutely useless. Al-
together £500 had been spent, and the
Minister for Works was good enough to
say he would endeavour to get a Subsidy
of £250 through the Estimates.

MR,. CONNOR was in favour of the
amendment. At this hour of the morn-

ing9 members who had charge of the
Opposition should see it was not neces-
sary for themn to show any farther undue
opposition to the passing of the E'sti-
mates.

Ma. FRANK WILSON -Was the
hon. member in order in attributing
undue opposition to members?

THEu ACTING CHAIRMAN (Hon.
Mf. H. Jacoby):- The hon, me-mber did
not impute motives.

MR. CONNOR:. This was organised
stonewalling (indications of distsent).
He knew members would rise for him to
withdraw that remark. We were sent
here to carry on the affairs of the
country. Did the hon, member mean to
say he could now take charge of the
Rouse and get the Estimates passed as
he wished them to be passed ?

Mu. RAsow said he had never
attempted it.

MR. CONNOR did not wish to say
anything personal or to impute any
motives. He appealed to the leader of
the Opposition.

MR. RAsoz?: Let the bon. member
appeal to his own side, and not appeal to
him.

Mn. CONNOR: A very capable
gentleman.

MRt FRANK WILSON: What had
this to do with the item? The hon.
member was discussing the leader of the
Opposition.

THE ACTING CHfAIRMAN: The
hon. member was a little bit out of order,
but some latitude must be allowed. He
could not call members to order every
two minutes.

Mn. CONNOR: Members knew that
although they might not agree with
these items, they had no possible chance
of stopping the passage of them.

MR. VNx WILSON: The hon. mem-
her was trying.

Mu. CONNOR: The Estimates gener-
ally, he was talking about.

Mu. FRANK WILSON-. Was the
hon. mnember in ordet in discussing the
Estimates generally ?

Tm ACTING CHAIRMAN did not
notice that the hon. member w-as dis-
cussing them generally.

Mu. CON NOR would stay in the
House as long as the lion, memnber, but
he a ppealed to the hon. member as to
whether anything was to be gained by
proceedings which were going on at
present. In his opinion the bon. mem-
ber know that there would not be any
alteration made in any of these items.

Ma. BAsori: We could have them dis-
cussed, anyway.

Ma. FRANK WILSON declined to be
bullied by members on the Government
cross-benches. They had been sleep.
inUg.

MR. CozNrou and MR. MonAu both
rose to a point of Order.

Mu. MORAN: The hon. member was
generally in the habit of being out doing
much worse.

MR. FRANK WILSON thought he
was justified in asking the hon. member
to withdraw that observation. He did
not know what it meant. It was simply
an imputation.

TaxE ACTING CHAIRMAN did not
quite see the relevancy of the remark
made by the member for West Perth;
but if the member for Sussex took objec-
tion to it, he thought it Should be with-
drawn if it wes of an offensive nature.

[ASSE-MBLY.] Harbours and Riverir.
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MR, MORiAN:- Did the hon. member
object to it?'

MR. FRANK WILSON: Certainly.
Mn. MORAN: The truth was objec-

tionable always. He would withdraw.
THE ACTING CHAIRMAN: The

hon. member knew that was not the
proper way to withdraw. He asked the
hon. member to withdraw in the ordinary
Parliamentary way without qualification.

MR. MORAN did so,and asked the hon.
member to withdraw the accusation that
anyone on that (Government) side of the
House had been out sleeping all1 night.
He (Mr. Moran) had never left the
precincts of the Chamber.

THE ACTING CHAIRMAN:- If the
member for West Perth denied that state-
ment, the member for Sussex must wit h-
draw it.

MR. FRANK WILSON withdrew the
statement.

MR. CONNOR: The hon. member (Mr.
Wilson) had said he (Mr. Conner) had
been out of the Chamber, whereas he had
been in the Chamber all night.

THE ACTING CHAIRMAN: The
statement should be withdrawn.

Mn. FRANK WILSON withdrew the
statement. He opposed the amendment.
It was clearly proved that the bathing
shed 'had, to be removed because the
bathing area was now silted up; and the
municijpality ought to be given a new
bathing shed in lieu of that rendered
useless by the harbour construction.

[7 a.m., Wednesday.]
MR. A. J. WILSON supported the

item. The railway wharf had injured
the baths, which were used by numerous
goldfields and other visitors.' The item
was a fair compensation for deprivation
of riparian rights. The member for
West Perth had most improperly referred
to the strangeness of the leader of the
Opposition's paternal solicitude for him
(Mr. Wilson). He was no more influenced
by the leader of the Opposition than by
the member for West Perth.

MaL. N. J. MOORE: This £200 was
only a subsidy towards the construction
of the sheds, which would cost £400.
On last Monday eveumng he saw 70 or 80
goldfields chid ren in the baths. They
were usually admitted free.

MR. U. BROWN supported the item.
The homily of th e member for Kimberley

was refreshing. Neither the hon, mem-
ber nor any of the Labour party would,
without inquiry, pass such votes if' those
members were personally affected; yet
they sat here and passed thousands of
pounds' without comment and without
information.

Amendment (to strike out) put, and a
division taken with the following re-
suit:-

Ayes
Noes

10

Majority against ...-
ATs&

Mr. Connor
Mr. Ellis
Mr. ileMInU
Mr.Lnc
M~r.Mon
Mr. Needham
Ur. Seamdao
mr. watts
Mr. F. P. Wilson
Mr. Troy (Teller).

I
WOES.

Mr. Drown
Mr. Gil
Mr, Gregory
Mr. Hastis
Mr. Johnson
Mr.Lma
Mr. iN 3.r
Mir. Ron
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. Prank Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Toiler).

Amendment thus negatived
[MR. BATHf took the Chair.]

Item-Cottesloe ocean jetty (part cost)
Iand accommodation for bathing, £,900:

Ma. A. J. WILSON sought expla-
nation.

Mst. H. BROWN: Was it the usual
custom, when money was placed on last
year's Estimates and not expended, to
' put the item on this year's Estimates?
I THE MINISTER: The item lapsed
unless it was, desired otherwise. There
was no desire to let this item lapse. The
local authorities had raised certain
money, which the Government promised
to subsidise. A jetty was required at
Cotteslee, and it would be used by a large
number of people in the metropolitan
area.

MR. CONNOR moved an amendment:
That the item be struck out.

THx MINISTER trusted the item
would not be omitted. Thousands of
poor people could not visit Busselton,
Bunblury, Albany, or Mandurah, and bad
no other means of recreation than the
beach at Cottesloe. There were no
shelter sheds and jetties there at present.
Having on repeated occasions gone to
Cottesloe he had found himself among
thousands who had no other opportunity
of enjoyment.

Un. BROWN:. After the explanation
of the Minister he intended to vote
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against the item, in the interests of Perth.
Last year the item for the Barrack-street
jetty appeared on the Estimates as well
as this sum for (jottesloe. The Minister
deleted the Perth item, but not the
Cottesloc item. This particular je t at
Cottesloe would be practically & close
corporation. The Cottesloe people were
wealthy and well able to provide bathing
places for themselves. This vote was
simply for the luxuried class.

MR. SCADDAN: Would the jetty be
handed over to a, local authority with the
right to re-let it for the purpose of
making public baths with the right to
charge? If so, he would oppose the
item; but if the baths were to be thrown
open to the public be would support it.
Cottesloe was an ideal place for bathing;
but a fence should be erected as a. pro-
tection against sharks.

MR. A. J. WILSON sopported the
item. The Government would look after
the interests of the people, and would see
that the jetty did not get into the hands
of a private corporation.

THE MINISTER: When the jetty was
banded over he would see that the
interests of the people generally were
safeguarded. Plans had he,-n prepared
for means to protect bathers against
sharks.

MR. CONNOR said he bathed at
Cottesloe everyv morning and no sharks
touched him.

Anmendinent put and negatived.
Item - Derby, Tramway renewal,

6C2,500:
MR. A. J. WILSON asked for explana-

tion. I
Tn MINISTER: This tramway bad

been in existence for years. It had been
found necessary to remove the tram rails
and sleepers. The maintenance in the
past had not been of the best, and the
white ants bad got into the sleepers.

Item - Hauling uip privately owned
vessels on Fremantle slip, £2100 :

MR. A. J. WItSON asked for infor-
mation.

Tus MINISTER: The Fremantle slip
was now under the control of the Harbour
Trust. Th6 amount was to attend to the
hauling up of the dredges and small boats
in the possession of the Government.
Previously this slip was under the control
of the Works Department.

Item-North-West Tranmways, pro-
vision for beavier rails and rolling-stock,
£1,250:

MR. RASON: This work was com-
menced by the late Government, the
object being to improve the tr-amways in
the north-west by providing heavier rails
and rolling-stock on all jetties in the
north-west. A sum of £2,200 was pro-
vided last year, out of which £491 was
spent and a liability created of £ 1,250,
making the sum of £1,741 on the Esti-
mates. Provision was only made for
the amount of the liability which was
incurred.

THE MINISTER: In connection with
the Broome tramway nothing had been
done. An estimate wats prepared as to
what it would cost to remove the 2ft. Bin.
gauge and put down a Bft. Gin, gauge,
Nothing was done after the estimate was
prepared. In connection with the other
tramways, the Derby tramway was com-
pleted. The item was to provide heavier
rails and rolling-stock in connection with
the Derby trains. The amount was voted
to repair rolling-stock, as it had fallen
into disrepair.
i MR. RASON: The provision made on
the Estimates was for a liability incurred
in the past. Did the Ministei intend to
go on with the work and provide heavier
rails and rolling-stock which had not
already been provided ?

THE MINISTER: The rolling-stock
had been purchased and hadl been sent
up by the last boat; if not it would leave
by the next boat for Derby. The Broome
tratmways were now under construction.

hiu. HORAN: In view of the fact that
the time-table for the Broome tramway
had for many years past been exactly the
same, and the traffic had uot increased,
what warrant was there for increasing
the weigh$ of rails?

THu MINISTER: The Government
were influenced owing to the cost of
maintenance. Light rails lasted no time.
The maintenance with light rails was

Igreater than that with heavier rails.
Ma. RASON: There was a consider-

able increase in the traffic on the jetties
in the north-west, and with the rolling-
stock provided there were serious blocks.
As a, commercial matter it was pointed
out that if more rolling-stock were pro-
vided. the country would receive a better
return, inasmuch as an increased rent
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would be paid for the lease of the jetty.
He was sorry no provision bad been
made for farth~er work in this direction.

MR. CONNOR:- At present at Broome
the traffic was increasing, also at Wynd-
ham and Derby; those were the three
principal jetties in the far North. He
had a discussion with the Minister and
explained to him that it was necessary
that some alteration should be made, and
the Minister had agreed to make some
alteration in B~roome where the facilities
were not sufficient to carry the traffic,
which was increasing. Sufficient had
not been placed 6n the Estimates for the
work. The revenue from the jetties in
the north was produced by the employ-
ment of coloured Labour. When the
question was taken up by the present
Government he hoped there would be
some provision made whereby no coloured
labour should be employed on these
jetties. If that were done it would
satisfy to a large extent the people in the
north.

MR. GORDON:- Perth and the
goldfields practically depended for nine
months of the year for fat stock from the
North ; to-day from the Noith we were
getting beef and mutton as cheap as the
people in Melbourne. Too much could not
bedone to forward the export of stock from
the north to Fremantle. It was charm-
ing to notice the advocacy of the member
for Kimberley with regard to white
Labour. He was with the hon. member
in that respect. There was no conver-
sion on the part of the hon. member, but
he was upholding this view since he bad
joined the Labour party.

MA. CONNOR said he was the first
member of the West Australian Parlia-
ment to table a motion twelve years
ago. He was opposed to coloured labour
of any sort in the north of this country,
and he believed he was the only member
of Western Australia who had tabled a
motion and fought it out. He had
never changed, and was not going to
change.

Mn. GORDON: If he (Mr. Gordon.)
had been such a. strong representative of
white labour as the hon. member, and
had represented the district for nine or
ten years, there would have been no
blacki shipping of his cattle.

Mna. CONNOR:- Did the bon. mem-
ber impute that he (Mr. Connor) was an

Iemployer of blacks shipping cattle ?
Either the hon. member imputed a de-
liberate lie to him -

Tn CHAIRMAN: Thelhon. member
must withdraw that.

MR. CONNOR withdrew the expres-
sion. The hon. mnember had applied to
him something which was not true, and
which the hon. member knew was not
true. He would tell the hon. member
that never yet had he helped to put up
Chinese or coloured labouir. He had not
put it up in the city of Perth, in places
where this Labour could come and corn-

'pet-
MR. GREGORY rose to a point of

order. The provision had reference to
heavier rails and rolling-stock in the
North- West. He rather regretted the
remnarks which had fallen from the
member for Kimberley.

Thsz CHAIRMAN: It did not follow
because reference was made to items
of revenue that one had an oppor-
tunity of discussing the question
of white and black labour. If the
question could be discussed in regard to

Ithe gaining of revenue on these items, it
was admissible. The member for Kim-
berley would observe that the leader of
the ,Opposition only made a passing
reference to it, in regard to the revenue
from it.

MR. CONNOR did not object to any.
thing the leader of the Opposition said,
because, first of all, that hon. member
was a gentleman, and always remained a
gentleman; hut he did object to nasty
insinuations.

THE CHAIR1MAN: As he allowed the
statement to be made, he gave the hon.
member an opportunity of rebutting it,
but he did not think the hon, member
was justified in entering into any long
discussion. He allowed the bon. member

Ito rebut the statement, and he thought
the mnatter should end there.

Ma. CONNOR would not ask the hon.
member to withdraw, because he did not
think it worth while.

MR. GORDON: The hon. member
emphasised that the jetties were being
farmed out and black Labour used.

MaR. CoN;NosE: That was so.
Ma. GORDON did not say the

hon. member shipped cattle with black
jLabour.
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Item - Onslow, New Goods Shed,
£21,200:

Mn. A. J. WILSON: The previous
estimate for this work was £750, but no
portion of the money was expended
during the year for which it was voted.
This year a sum of £1,200 had. been
expended, or in other words, £450 in
excess of the estimate for this particular
work.

THE MINISTER: £750 was provided
on last year's Estimates, and £750 was
the liability on the B0th June.. On the
lst November, the liability was for
£1,200. A contract was entered into on
the 30th June, which entailed the ex-
penditure of that amnount, and the
Government desired now simply to pro-
vide the sum of £21,200 to pay the
liability which existed. The hon. member
must realise that is was somewhat
difficult to estimate costs in thle north-
west, because we had not officers upthere who could give us the latest in for-
mation in matters of detail, and it was
quite possible that officers in Perth
would make an estimate inl excess of
what was required, or less than what was
required.

Ma. GREGOR: Had this work been
started ?

THE MINISTER: It was finished
now.

Item -Perth Foreshore Reclamation,
£38,000:

MR. SOADDAN: This item and other
expenses would make £4,000 for the
purpose of reclaiming the foreshore.
That seemed- a considerable amount of
money to be continually expended. It
seemed to benefit only people in Perth.
The money was paid out of revenuie, and
the whole State had to bear the cost.
The State generally was not benefited by
the land being turned. into a recreation
ground.

Tna MINISTER: There was a prin-
ter's error. The vote for 1903-4 was
£2,500, made up of amount spent
£1,214, liability 30th June £X1,286-;
making the sum total £2,500. The " de-
crease " £3,160 was an error, and should
be struck out. The itemi represented an
increase of £500. The heavy winter
floods on the Swan had considerably
damaged the reclamation works; and he
had decided, as soon as the reclamation

was protected against future floods, to
proceed with the portion in the immled iate
vicinity of the Barrack--street jetty.

Ma. GREGORY: Had the Minister
spent any money on this work without
Parliamentary authorityP

TiE MINISTER: Such expenditure
was not sanctioned by him. The vote
was anticipated by the preceding Govern-

I ment, who, having fully expended their
vote on the 30th June, had to do extra
work which when he took office was po
gresuing; and he acquiesced. It was no
use trying to put the responsibility on
him. He did not authorise the expendi-
ture, though had lie been in office he
would have dlone so.

MR. Gasoar:uy Did the Minister
sanction the expenditure?~

Tim MINISTER: No; it was sanc-
tioned by his predecessor.

Ma. RASON: It was quite true that
Ihe (Mr. Rason) h4 sanctioned this ex-
penditure; but the present Minister,

*when he took office, found the work pro-
ceediug and did not stop it, though it

*was authorised in anticip-ation of a vote
Iof Parliament. That was the point the

mnemiber for Menzies wanted answered.
IThe Minister had rightly incurred expen-
diture without Parliamentary authority.
No work would be more beneficial to the

*people of Perth and to visitors than this
reclamation of the foreshore, which was

*now at low water a. rile-smellinig mud-
bank, but could be converted into plea-
sure-grounds. The expenditure was not

*large if distributed over a uumber of
rears.

THE MINISTER moved an amend-
went:

That the figures " 3160 " in the " decrease"
column be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Item-Plant and tools and repairs to
same, including diredges. £.1,000:

MR. FRANK WI LSON asked for an
explanation.

Tim MINISTER: Last year £1,000
was voted; on the 1st November there
was a liability of £61. Officers reported
that £1,000 would be sufficient. During
the current year dredging would be
almost entirely confined to Perth waters.
We had only recently taken the "Black
Swan" off thle slip 'at Fremantle, and
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our other dredges were also in fairly
good repair.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Was there a
dredge at Albany?

THE MINISTER: Dredging was com-
pleted at Albany, and there was a dredge
out of commission at Fremantle.

MR. GREGioRY: Was this dredging to
be done between Perth and Fremantle?

THE MINISTER: No; only in the
Narrows and in the vicinity of the William
Street Jetty and possibly on the Goode
Street charnel.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Would the Chair-
man leave the Chair for half an hour P

MR. FRNKx WILSON: Let us have
breakfast.

THE CHAIRMAN: If hon. members
would agree to a suitable hour, he would
leave the Chair at the time fixed upon.

THE MINISTRx: We should decide on
an hour in order to let the cooks know
when to prepare breakfast.

MR. RASON: In discussing this mat-
ter we were entitled to learn from the
Minister to what hour it was intended to
continue the discussion on these esti-
mates.

MR. CONNOR: Until the Estimates were
finished.

THE 'MINISTEr: When suffictient pro-
gress was made on the Estimates.

Tas CHAIRMAN announced that he
would leave the Chair at half-past eight-

Mu. FRANK WILSON: Would the
Minister indicate what was meant by
"1sufficient progress"?P Did the Minister
want the whole of the Estimates passed
before we bad an hour-or-two's rest.

MR. RASON: The Committee were
entitled to information. Was the Minis-
ter to be the sole judge of what was
sufficient progress ?

THE MINISTER: We had been on
the Public Works Estimates for the last
12 or 13 hours.

MR. RAsoN: The Works Estimates
always took days.

THE MINISTER: We had never
peiusly devoted to them the same
cniuous time. The House would

adjourn when sufficient progress was
made.

Water Supply Works, £21,138:
MR. SCADDAN wished to discuss the

question of the secret purchases of land
at Freniantle, an item not authorised by

the last Parliament. Where could we
discuss that item on the Estimates? The
Chairman bad ruled that we could speak
to the subject when speaking generally
on the items.

THE CHAIRMAN: The time for
general discussion was gone by.

Mx1. SCADD X: This was anew division
of the Works Estimates.

THE CHAIRMAN: No; on the
Works Estimates the total vote was
discussed. It was not a new division.
The bon. member must discuss an item.

MR . SCADDAN baving fully intended
to distcuss this quest-ion and finding he
could not deal with it now, recorded his
objection to this unautborised expendi-
ture.

Item - Agricultural Lands, boring for
water and wells, £2,000:

MR. SCADDAN: Row was this money
to be expended?

MR. GREGORY: In the early part
of the discussion the hon, member and
others were silent. The member for
Ivanhoe now showed sympathy for the
agricultural districts. Last year we spent
21,869 out of £3,000 voted. This year

only £92,000 was voted. A much larger
sum should be provided. Great value
had resulted to the State by putting dlown
a bore at Carnarvon, where a good
artesian supply of water was obtained.
The member for Gascoyne put down a,
bore farther away and obtained another
supply. It wvas to be hoped that it would
not be long before we proved that artesian
water extended from Gascoyne right
away to the north-west.

[8 am., Wednesday.]

MR. PRANK WILSON: This item
was insufficient for the important work.
Bores were required in the -south-west
district. We should not begrudge expen-
diture so that the agricultural lands of
the State could be provided with wells
or bores. What bores were intended to
be put down in futureP

THE MINISTER: Last year £23,000
was voted and £1,869 expended. 'There
was a liability of £483 and the Govern-
ment proposed to expend £22,000. Re
was not in a position to say where the
amouut would be expended, but the
majority would be in the agricultural
areas of the State. It was the intention
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of the Government to proceed with
boring operations in'the north-west, not
only in the Carnarvon district bitt in the
Kimberley pastoral country. But the
work would not be carried on out of this
item. There was another vote on the
Lands, Estimates for the development of
agriculture, and is might be decided that
agriculture could be developed by putting
down bores.

Item-Grants for sinking wells in
country other than municipalities, £750:-

Ma. WATTS: Help should be given
to country municipalities, for many were
in want of water.

THx MINISTER: This was a new
item. It was intended to devote atten-
tion to sinking wells in country towneites
outside of municipalities.

Ma. A. J1. WILSON: What were the
award and costs referred to in connection
with the Dardanup bore?

Tnt MINISTER: The bore was put
down on property owned by Mr. Venn.
There were difficulties, and after a certain
distance had been reached Mr. Venn was
not prepared to go to the depth which the
Government thought necessary to prove
the country. When it was decided to put
the bore down it was found to he in such
a state that the work could not be pro-
ceeded. witb. It was thben decided to put
down a new bore. That was put down,
and afterwards they decided to pull up
the casing in connection with the first
bore. Mr. Yenn then brought an action
for damages for the destruction of the
first bore.

Item -Incidentals, including materials,
upkeep, services to houses, etc., £4000:

MR. A. J. WILSON asked for infor-
mation. The expenditure of £4,000 was
cointemplated in incidentals. He pre-
aumed the people of Fremuantle did not
get water for nothing.

THa MINISTER: At Fremantle there
wes ani extensive water supply. There
were houses and materials; enormous
materials that required constant care and
upkeep, and the amount of money was
voted simply to attend to the necessary
upkeep and repairs.

MR. A. 3. WILSON: It was a revenue-
earning expenditureP

THE MINISTER: Yes.

flow. W. C. ANOWIN:- This was
about the only work in the State which
paid 11I per cent. on the capital cost.

Mn. A. J. WILSON: Was the Clare-
mont system in -such a sound financia]
position as that at Fremantle?

THE MINISTER: The hon. inem beT
could hardly expect Claremont to he in
such a flourishing condition, seeing that
the work was not complete. At present,
however, it was returning fair interest,
and when we had a sufficient supJpIy of
water the return would be as good as that
in the case of Fremnantle.

Mai. BROWN: In regard to the service
to the distant houses in Frernantle. was
the service taken up to the boundary, or
night up to the house?

THE MINISTER: It was only taken
as in the case of all other water supplies,
up to the boundary.

Mu. RASON : The next department
had to do with railway construction: it
was fair to assume that would take many
hours. The Works Depaxrment Esti-
mates were discussed last year on the
15th, 1 7th, 18th, and 21sat Decmnber, and
the statement that the Estimates did not
take so long last year as this was
erroneous. He moved (at 8-15 am.):-

That progress be reported.
Motion put, and a division taken with

the following result-
Ayes .. ... ... 7
Noes .. .. .. 18

Majority against ... 11
AYS. NOES.

Mr. Brown Air. Awi
Mr. layman Mr. B~o
Mr. N. J. Mloore Mr. Conner
Mr. lRnen Mr. Elba
Mr. A. J. Wtlsnnj Mr. Hostie
Mr. Frank Wilson Mr. Neitun
Mr. Gordona (Tallt,). Mr. Henshaw

Mr. Hlolman
Mr. Nora
Mr. Johnson
Mr.L
W. M3.hna

Mr. Nelson
Mr. Snaddan
Mrt. Talor
Mr. Watts
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gill (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Rlailway Comniruction, £7,167.
Item-Gooseberry Hill Railway, £.72:
'Ma. A. J. WILSON:- There was somne

recent litigation over the purch ase of th is
railway from Millar's Company, and a
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Supreme Court Judge as arbitrator
awarded a larger sum than that provided.
The line ought to have been purchased
at a price considerably lesas than the cost
of construction, with a liberal allowance
for depreciation. Apparently the £72
was an addition to the purchase price,
and represented expenditure by the rail-
way construction branch on making the
line fit for Government trains to run on
safely, Notwithstanding the large expen-
diture on this line a calamitous accident
had happened through faulty work, pre-
sumably the work of the construction
branch. Last year the vote was £5,000
and the expenditure £A,821. The excess
might represent compensation for that
accident. There must be in addition the
cost of the award practically ratified by
the Supreme Court Judge.

Tan MINISTER: On the ]st Novezu-
ber, when the Estimates were completed,
there was a liability of £72, which now
appeared. If there were other liabilities
the Government would devise means of
weetig them; but such liabilities were
unknown to him. The recent accident
was a matter for the Railways, and -not
the Works. If the arbitration costs were
not paid out of last year's vote they might
have to be paid oat of this; but he did
not know the facts.

MR. RASON: Was not a verdict
obtained against the Government for
some thousands of pounds, a few dlays
ago, in respect of the railway accident ?
The amount of the verdict and costs must
be added to the purchase price of the
railway.

Tns MINISTER had not received any
official notification of money being needed
in respect of that verdict.

Item-Wiliam Street Bridge over
railway line, £6,760:

MR. A. J. WILSON: Of last year's
votes, £81,000, £27,411 was spent, and
this £26,760 was apparently expended.
Experts assured him that the asphalt
used was of bad quality.

At 8.30 ain., the CHAIRMAN left the
Chair; sitting suspended for one honr.

At 9.30. MR,. QUJINLAN took the Chair.

TwHE MINISTER FR WORKS: On
the first November there was a libility

of £26,760 on the bridge. The money
was spent by the Railways Department.

Item-Eastern Railway, purchase of
land at Fremantle, expenditure in 1908 -4,
£47,870:

MR, 'NEEDHAM - Could the Minister
explain i his item ?'

ThuE CHAIRMAN:. It was an item on
last year's Estimates.

1NR. NlEEDlHAM: It was ruled we
could deal with a matter that had not
been disussed on last year's Estimates,

Tan CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was in order.

MR. NEEDHAM: It was stated that
certain people benefited by this expendi-
ture.

MR. MORAN: Members of ther Old
Opposition objected in the strongest
manner possible to this exraordinary
practice of the -last Government in
alienating nearly £2100,000 to the secret
purchase of land. The only defence
advanced then was that on one occasion
Lord Beaconsfield had done a similar
transaction in connection with the Suez'
Canal. The cases, however, were not
parallel. When Tewffk Pasha; went to
Paris with these Suez Canal shares for
sale, Lord Beaconsfield., recognising it
would give England the control of the
Canal by buying the shares, went to
Rothschild and asked him -to purchase
the- scrip and hold it pending the ap-
proval of the British rarliament to the
purchase.

MR. PLASOW:1 Where did that version
come from?

Hn. MORAN would have pleasure in
handing the authority to the hon. mem-
ber. If, was so well-known a transaction
that it should be in the knowledge of one
who aspired to such a high position as
the hon. member aspired to do.

MR. RASOir: There were many versions.
Mn. MORAN: It was a fact that

Lord Beaconsfield either used. public
moneys or used the friendship of Roths-
child.'

DR. ELLIS: Rothschild purchased the
shares.

MR. MORAN objected to the past
Government acquiring land by dlipping
their hands into the Treasury to the
extent of £250,000 and overriding the
'Auditor General. Now the same Gov-
ernment were shown to have done tho
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same thing for an equal amount without
tbe authority of Parliament. The last
purchase was a scandalous one. The
necessity for a railway station at Fre-
mantle was ever pre1sing,_ hut the
Government waited to acquire the ;lan
until others had got the information
which leaked out, and had made use of it
and rooked the Government for a con-
siderable sum. The same secey and
business acquisitiveness which led the
Government to acquire the previous land
had not characterised their action in
acquiring this land. Why had the past
Government let outsiders get in between
them and the original purchasers ? They
had not shown the same business acumen
as previously. There wasq no more dis-
graceful episode in the history of Western
Australia. The circnmstances surround-
ing this purchase were very fishy.

Tan CHAIRMAN : Although refer-
ence was made to the item, it should not
form a precedent. Items in the past
year's Estimates could not be discussed.

MR. MoRaN: There was no estimate
for this expenditure.

THE CHAIRMAN said he would
adhere to the rule laid down by Sir
James Lee Steere when Speaker.

THE MINIST'ER FOR WORKS: The
land, was purchased because it was con-
sidered by the past Government who
negotiated the purchase, that it would be
reqnired for the new railway station at
Fremuantle. The sum on the Estimates
was expended by the previous Govern-
ment-[Mx. RASON: Hear, hear]-and
the very fact of the land having been
purchased secretly showed that he (the
Minister) could not acquire a knowledge
of the facts the Committee desired.

ME. NEEDnAX: Could the Minister
gives the names of the people who re-
ceived the money _P

Ma. THOMAS: There was no desire
to go into the old question of secret pur-
chase, fought out last session. On that
matter he (Mr. Thomas) had upheld the
past Government last session, but there
was now another item of expenditure in
secret purchases without any authorisa-
tion, and the Committee ha-d some right
to get an explanation fromn the late
Minister for Works. Though one of the
few members in Opposition last session,
lie had supported the Government on

this point, and he now sought informa-
tion.

Mnc. GREGoRy : They were few.
MR. THOMAS: Bu~t strong.
MR. GREGoRLY: Very strong.
Mn.R THOMAS: The few were strong,

and all of then hiad come back to the
House with the exception of the leader
(Mr. Pigott), who was only defeated by

Ianother member of that few. The pre-
sent Government were not responsible for
this item. [Mfa. RAsoN: Hear, hear.]
This was untauthorised expenditure, and
we had a right to demiand an explanation.

MR. RstSON: If the hon. member de-
manded explanation he would not get it,
but if the hon. member asked, he would
get it.

Ma. THOMAS would not ask. He
demanded an explanation as a right.

MR. GREGORY: The hon. member
should not bluster.

MR. THOMAS: We were asked to
spend more money, but the leader of the
Opposition asked that we should seek in-
formation from him as a favour.

MR. RASON: The hon. mnember put
words into his (Mr. Rason's) mouth which
were never uttered. It was never sug-
gested that the hon. member should ask
as a favour. It was suggested that, if
the hon. member asked, the information
would he given.

Ma. THOMAS would not ask for an
Iexplanation. He would demand an ex-
planation.

Mn. GREGORY: This was a carica-
ture of what we had been suffering du ring
the debate. Members generally adhered
Coeariu emesr disguestdatethe
Ctoi thers ite oisgthed siates.e
contemptible remarks uttered during the
discussion.

MR. Taronas: Was the hon. member
1in order?

Tax CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was out of order.

MR. GREORY withdrew the remark.
MR. RASON: When the Minister for

Works said the Government were not
in any way responsible for the item he
(Mr. Rason) said, as loudly as he could
cal 1d hear hear," implying that the late
Government took the sole responsibility
for the item. It should have been am
parent then that he (Mr. Rasou) was

Iprepared to give explanation; but the
[member for Dundas proceeded in a most
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threatening and abusive manner to de-
mand an explanation.

MRl. THOMAS: There was no threat.
The hon. member's own statement was
merely repeated.

Mn. RASON:- The hon. member pro-
ceeded to demand an explanation. He
(Mr. Rason) had said that if the bon.
member asked he could have the informa-
tion. It was no part of his dnty-to
Supply this information. He would have
had great pleas;ure in giving the informa.-
tion if he had been asked for it, but when
it was demanded he refused to supply the
information. If there had been under-
band work or anyone had benefited, the
way to arrive at the truth of the matter
would be to appoint a. select committee or
a Royal Commission to inquire fully into
the whole transac-tion. The late Govern-
ment would welcome that inquiry. He
would supply the information to the
Committee in another waxv, through the
Press.

Ma. NEEDHAM had asked. for in-
formation, and it was right that the
Committee and the country should have
it. He wanted to know the names of the
people who received the money, and if
the hon. member was in a position to give
the information and refused to do so
when asked, that was not carrying out a
duty to the country. He now demanded
the information. If the leader of the
Opposition was in possession of the
information anid refused to give it, then
that member was not carrying out his
duty as a member of the House.

THE CHAIRMAN: There was special
procedure to obtain information oif this
kind. The leader of the Opposition was
not bound to give information that was
demanded, ani1 be could refuse to give it.

Mx. RASON: Not having the informa-
tion as to who received the purchase
money, he could not, give it to the Com-
mittee. The infornation could be obtained
by moving for a return.

Ma. A. 3. WILSON: In the railways
report the information was given. There
was a way in which the whole of the
information could be obtained, and it was
not for us to bandy terms across the
Chamber, but to get on with the con-
sideration of the Estimates. For the
last 14 hours he (Mr- Wilson) had given
more consideration to the work of the
Committee than any other member,

excepting of course the Minister in
charge. He must say that the Minister
had treated him (Mr.' Wilson) with
every courtesy.

AN INrERLUDE-STATEMtENT8 AND
DENIALS.

THE MINISTER said he had not
previously procured the necessary in-
formation to give details to members,
becatuse lie was of opinion that the leader
of the Opposition Would have Supplied
the Committee with the details, seeing
that the expenditure occurred during his
term of office. He thought the leader of
the Opposition would have defended the
vote. The expenditure occurred since
Parliament prorogued, and members were
justified in asking for this information.
The leader of the Opposition was not pre-
pared to give the details ; therefore it was
found necessary to try and obtain informa-
tion as to the purchase of the land, and
hie would give members the information
he had acquired. He obtained the details
from the land and estate officer who was
asked to give a. valuation of the land
some time back. This officer was not
consulted, but he (the Minister) was
misinformed on the point.

Mnt. RAsoN: Who was the officer of
the Works Department who would know?

THE MINISTER: The land and
estate officer.

Ma. RAsow: Was that officer asked
for the information ?

Tan MINISTER - When the officer
was asked for an explanation, it was
thought that the item referred to the
purchase of land at Cottesloe. It was
found the first purchase in connection
with this matter was made by Mr.
Gardiner fromn Mr. Briggs. Two months
afterwards the purchase was made. He
was not in a position to say who Mr.
Briggs or who Mr. Gardiner was. The
information he had was that Mr. Oar-
diner made a purchase from Mr.
Briggs. About two months after the
purchase of the first block Mr. Stronach
was asked to make a valuation of
the land necessary for the erection of
the railway station in Phillimore-street,
Fremantle. This officer made the
valuation, and some time afterwards the
purchiase of the land was proceeded with.
The land was purchased from the follow-
ing persons: -Berry and Co. received
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£7,674; G. A. Lefroy. amount not yet
fixed; Manning received £2,614; B3riggs
and Connolly £8,800 for one block;
Burns, Philp and Co., £15,208; H.
Briggs, £2,600; Robbins, £6,000;
Willis, £21,365; Willis again, £21,523;
Briggs and Conuolly once more, £4,400.
These were the items, and he emphasised
the fact that the first purchase was made
from Mr. Briggs about two months
before the officer was called on to make
a valuation. After the valuation wats
made, Briggs and Connolly sold land to
the Government..

Ma. RASON: If the statement made
by the Minister was correct, there was
only one duty before the Committee, and
that was to appoint a select conmnittee
or Royal Commission to thoroughly
inquire into the matter. From his
knowledge, the information which the
Minister had given to the Committee
was wrong and misleading. The Mr.
Gardiner referred to was, of course, the
late Treasurer of the State, who was one
of his (Mr. R-ason's) colleagues, To the
statement that Mr. Gardiner made the
purchase he gave an unqualified denial.
It was absolutely false.

Twa MINISTER :Was it LearmonthP
MR. RA SON said he wished to take

the statement as given to the House that
the first purchase was made from Mr.
Briggs by Mr. Gardiner. When the
Minister referred to Mr. G-ardiner, of
course it was the late Treasurer. The
statement was untrue in every particular.
There was not a vestige of truth in it, and
he gave a most unqualified denial to
it.

Tim MINISTER: Why not have
given the particulars, and saved hits
(the Minister) the necessity?

Mna. RASON: Not having the amounts
in his possession he could not give them
to the Committee. But the statement
that all these blocks had been purchased
was also entirely without foundation.
Most of them were resumed under the
powers of the Public Works Act, and for
the purpose of affording a site for & rail-
way station at Fremantle. A good many
of the amounts, speaking froma recollec-
tion, were fixed by arbitration ; one
arbitrator being appointed by the owners
of the land and one by the Government,
these twro arbitrators agreeing on a chair-
man as umpire. This matter should be

sifted to the bottom. He courted the
fullest inquiry. He would have been
glad to have given to the Committee all
the knowledge he possessed; but he
refused to obey a demand made on him
in a very in suiting manner. He had
said that he would take another meauns
of supplying to the Coinmitte all that he
knew. It was easily possible. Why did
not the Minister send for all the paer
,on the matter?

TuiE MINIST.ER:- They could not be
obtained through the telephone.

MR. [LASON: Then the statement
made to the Committee had been obtained
through the telephone. The Mlinister
might have had more regard for mean-
bers than to have made a statement on a
telephone message received. The insinua-
tion was that, the land purchased by Mr.
Gardiner was afterwards disposed of to
the Government at a, profit, or that Mr.
Gardiner made something out of the
transaction.

THEE Mrnrrsn: There was no insinua-
tion.

Ma. RASON:, As the member of the
Committee who made the demand was
not present now, perhaps he (Mr. Rason)
without loss of dignity miight supply the
information.

MR. HENsnAw: That should have been
done long ago.

Mu. RASON:. Then he refused to give
the information now. The information
was easily obtain~able by those who wished
it. Members could see the papers by
moving for a return, or better still, by
moving for a select committee or a Royal
Co)mmission.

Tan MINISTER repeated that he
did not previously think it necessary
to get particulars in connection with this
expenditure. He was of opinion that the
leader of the Opposition would have
defended the vote if questioned by the
Committee. He asked the leader of the
Opposition if he intended to speak, and
the member disitinctly said thnt he would
do so, hut did not give the information.
Then it was decided to get as much infor-
mation by telephone as possible in order
to give that information to the Committee.
It was quite possible that there were some
little details inaccurate in the stateumt
which had been made, but he was prepared
to accept the statement as lie had given
it. He courted inquiry into the matter.
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MR. RASON: Move for a select corn-
mittee.

Tus MINISTER: If an inquiry were
wade as suggested, and it was found
that he (the Minister) had dealt, unjustly
with anyone, and that he had stated that
Mr. Gardiner had purchased land when it
was not correet, then he would be the
first to iecognise that he had done an in-
justice. At the same time he should Dot
have been called upon to give details to
the Committee when the leader of the
Opposition was a member of the Govern-
ment that incurred the expenditure.

MR. GREGORY: The charge had been
wade aigainst one who had held an
honourable position in the House, that by
virtue of his position he had purchased
certain blocks of ground from Messrs.
Briggs and Connolly.

THE MINISTER:. Nothing of the kind
was Said.

Ma. GREIGORY : Mr. Gardiner was
Treasurer at the time, and the Minister
for Works had stated that Mr. Gardiner
had purchased a block of land two or
three months previous to the valuation
by Mr. Stronach. The Minister might
feel annoyed, but there should be an
inqlui ry. He (Mr. Gregory) suggested
that the Oomuiitttee should adjor
for an hour so that inquiries col
be made from Mr. Gardiner. The
Minister had expected that someone not
connected with the department would
have made an explanation as to the item.
Members had been refused this by the
special ruling of the Chairman.

Mu. MORAN: In the absence of the
Ohsainnan who made the ruling, it was
wrong to say that any member was de-
barred from discussing a new item.

Mn. GRxoony:- It was corrected by Mr.
Speaker, as the member for West Perth
knew.

MR. MORAN:. That was imputing
motives.

Mn. A. J. WILSON: It was only fair
to state that the member for Ivanhoe late
in the morning proposed to discuss the
vote, and was not allowed to do so by the
Chairman, Mr. Bath.

THE CHAIRMAN: It should be clear
to members that this item had not been
on the Estimates previously, and there-
fore it had never been questioned. Any
item that had appeared on the former
year's Estimates could not be discussed.

He did not intend to depart from that
ruling.

Mu. GREGORY thought that in a
matter of this kind, where there had been
an expenditure which had not been
authorised by Parliament, every latitude
should be given for the purpose of
affording explanation, and those who
brought down the Estimates should be
prepared to give that explanation. If the
Minister was advised of this, he should
have made the matter public. The
Minister received information by tele-
phone att the very last moment, 'That
was a peculiar thing. He knew Mr.
Gardiner so well; he had been connected
withi him in the late Ministry, and
there was no man who had workced so
bard in connection with the Estimates
-- [Interjection by Mi-. Moran]-no man
who had tried so hard to cut down the
administrative cost of the department.
He did not want to hear interjections
from people whom one could always hear
boasting and blowing about themselves
and their own capabilities. Mr. Gardiner
was ho noured and respected by those with
whom he had worked. No doubt every-
one of his late colleagues had implicit
faith in im, and one might safely risk
his political reputation on that of Mr.
Gardiner, always and ever. The Minister
said that he only got information by
telephone. It was so easy to telephone
down three or four hundred yards and

ge papers or to get the officer himself
here in a quarter of an hour, and not
allow those statements to go forth to the
public within the next 24 hours. Within
the next 24 hours those statements would
be public, and. people would wonder what
Mr. Gardiner, who was the Treasurer at
the time, had to do with these things.
The majority of members wanted to be
fair wit a man's reputation, no matter
how wbitterly opposed they, might be in
political matters.

PERSONAL- -DIR. GREGORY AND MRf.
MORAN.

M.R. MORAN: That statement came
well from the hon. member, who was
always so fair.

Mnt. GREGORY:- Where was he un-
fair ?

Mn. RAsoN: Let there be a select corn-
atittee.

M=flER: A royal commission.
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MR. BRON, Well, a royal commission.
MR. MORAN: The hon. member CMr.

Gregory) was the last man in this or in
any other Parliament who ought to talk
like that.

MR. GREGORY did not like things
said behind a man's back, but before his
face.

MR. MORAN: The hon. member's skin-
deep honesty was very admirable indeed.

MR. GREGORY: That was only what
one would expect from the hon. member;
still, he asked that the bion, member
should withdraw the statement.

MR. MORAN had said that the hon.
member's honesty was even skin-deep. He
would say it was not, if the hon. member
liked.

ME. GREGORY quite understood
why the hon. member wished to be in-
sulting.

MR. MORAN: The bon. member could
understand what he liked, and take what
action he liked.

ME. GREGORY was discussing some-
body else's reputation.

MR. MORAN had come across the bon.
member's slimy tracks in many' places.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not use that expression. The words
"slimy tracks " must be withdrawn.

AIR. MORAN withdrew the words. The
hon. member went shod, as a rule, and did
not make a slimy track

ME. GREGORY was not discussing
the hon. member's reputation.

11%. MORAN: Yes; the hon. member
was.

RESUMED.

MR. GREGORY was not. He had no
desire to make any dirty statements. A.
statement had been made that this was a
matter for investigation, more particu-
larly on behalf of the Minister. He
asked the Minister to make an investiga-
tion, and not allow these statements to
go out until he had investigated them
himself. He felt sure that. if the hon.
gentleman had made an error he would
be the first to try and give satisfaction.
If that Statement got into the Press
previously without a proper explanation
being given, it would be impossible, no
matter how hard the hon. gentleman
tried, to retract that statement. He
moved that progress be reported, with a
view to giving the Minister a chance to

iniquire into the matter. We need only
adjourn for an hour.

THE CHAIRMAN: If we carried this
motion to report progress, we could not
sit within an hour.

MR. GREGORY wished to give the
bon. gentleman an hour.

MR. MORAN: The matter would come
on again in relation to the construction
of works.

MR. GREGORY would rather have an
adjournment.

Motion (progress) put and negatived.
Dai. E [JLIS would personally ask the

leader of the Opposition if lie would
state what he knew about this question.
It was unfair towards anyone who was
once a member of this House and bad a
seat here no longer, that a statement
should goforth without any member giving
the other side of it. It was only a ques-
tion of putting any little feelings we
might have on one side, where the honour
of a former colleague was concerned;
and the hon. member could inform us
how the whole matter came up. Section
34 of the Constitution Act provided Ihat
the Government could not make a deal
practically with any member of the
House. it was a question of somewhat
great importance whether the land was
resuinedor whether it was purchased. The
name of a gentleman previously in this
House and the names of two gentle-
men mn the other had been mentioned.
A complete list of names was given in
the railway return on page 80, but there
were one or two contracts not men-
tioned in that, but which were mentioned
by the Minister. There was a second
contract between Briggs and Connolly.
There was one statement, but there were
not two. We were given two statements
by the Minister. He now asked the
leader of the Opposition to give us the
views of the former Cabinet on this
question. Let us consider the dignity
and honour of this House, and deal
with the matter where imputations on
those whom the country trusted and
honoured were involved, carefully, quietly,
without heat, and with a dignity which
the importance of the question deserved.

HON. W. C. ANGWIN: There were
rumours in Fremantle a little before the
last general election in regard to the
purchase of land, and as rumours were
not always to the advantage of persons
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engaged in the sale or purchase of land,
he made it his business soon after he was
elected to the House to ask for those
papers to try and find out if possible
whether the rumours made in Fremantle
were correct or not. He believed the
amount of money set down in the papers
wats somlewhere about £43,000 for the
purchase of land. in that p lace for the
new railway station. On the Estimates
the amount was £47,000, whivh was a
little more than he expected to see. He1
went into the matter to see what method
had been adopted by the various depart-
ments before they purchased this land,
and having gone thoroughly into the
papers he was quite satisfied that those
interested in the -purchase of the land
could do nothing better than they had
done. Four valuers were sent to see
thisland, and immediately on receipt of
the valuation of the four gentlemen-

MannF: Whio were they ?
How, W. 0. ANGWIN:- Mr. Twinem,I

Mr. Stronach, Mr. Harry Wilson, and
Mr. Learmonth.F

MR. BasoN : Not Mr. Stronach.
HON. W. C. ANGW1N believed they

then struck an average on the valuation
which was made by the four valuers.
Acting on that and on the advice given
by the Govr-rn went officer, Mr. Stronach,
be believed they added a certain per-
centage to the valuation and resumed. the
land. Personally he felt that the Govern-
ment then in power had nothing to do with
the matter so far as it related to any
wonry made by the parties concerned.

Mn. RASON: It was quite refreshing
after the experience of the last hour to
have an honest, manly, straightforward
stattement such as bad just emanated
from the honorary M1inister. The papers
if called for would prove the enlire truth
of the hon. member's version of the
matter. He had already arranged that
from the Opposition side of the House
there should he a motion for the appoint-
ment of a royal commission to inquire
into this Matter.

31R. CONNOR, The two lots?
11n. RASO0N: Into this lot we were

now discussing; the purchase of the land
at Fremantle for the purpose of a railway
station site. That motion would be
moved, and he trusted members would
support it. [Members; Hear, hear.] He
trusted that we should have this royal

commission appointed, so that the utmost
light could be thrown upon the matter.
If the commission did nothing else, he
would stake his life on this, that it would
clear beyond the slightest touch of re-
proaclh the reputation and character of his
friend and former colleague, Mr.
G-ardiner. (Applause.) In connection
with the request of the member for
Ooolgardie for information which he (Mr.
Rason) was in a position to supply, the
bon. member had asked for it in a man-
ner which, if it had been adopted at the
outset, would at once have secured the re-
ply, and now he had very great
pleasure in giving it. So far as he
knew of this transaction, it was
decided that it was absolutely necessary
to provide a station site at Freixantle.
Inqu 'iries were made. Fremantle and its
vicinity were searched in order to dis-
cover what in the opinion of those com-
petent to judge would be the best site for
the new station at Fremantle. The site
was determined upon in relation to which
this purchase was made or this land had
been acquired. At first it was thought
that it would be better to take just so
much land as would be necessary for the
station improvements; but then the Gov-
ernment of the day, looking at the matter
as they endeavoured to do from at
business point of view as business people
trying to do the best for the State, as
they would do for themselves in the
same circumstances, came to the conclu-
sion that if they only took a. portion of
the land and made a, wide road and put
a station in front of the remainder, they
would hr~ that action be giving E6 verYv
greatly enhanced value to the remainder
of the land, whereas that value should.
be the property of the State. It was
then decided to secure the whole block in
the interests of the State, and it was
demoustrated by those who were in a,
position to know, or shouild be in a posi-
lion to know, that by that means the
Government would he able to take off

-from the block so much as they required
for the railwa Y station and then sub-
divide, and it was demonstrated at the
time that it was a reasonable piroposition
to expect that by the sale of the re-
mainder the Government or the State
would realise as much if not more than
they bad given for the whole, after the
improvements in the way of a new stationt
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at the expense of the State had been
provided. He considered that was a
reasonable view to take. lIt having been
decided that the land should be secured,
his instructions from the Government as
Minister administering the Works De-
partment, and therefore administering
the land purchase office, were to nego-
tiate for the purchase and to acquire ii
land. It was at first thought that pro-
ceeding by resumption would be the
better course ; but all Governments in
Western Australia had had a very bitter
experience of relying solely on arbitra-
tion to tix the values. The experience of
the Government to which he had the
honour to belong, and indeed of previous
Governments, had been that unless they
had some reliable data to produce to the
arbitrators they would in cases of this
kind be invariably taken down. It was
therefore decided to acquire one or two
blocks by purchase, to fix a market
value on the remainder; so that when we
proceeded to arbitration in regard to the
remainder of the bloc ks, it would not be
possible for the owner to say, "1This is
worth £25,000." because the Government
by a purchase would be able to, demon-
strate that it was not so, they having
bought another block niot far away for a
considerably less sum. Immediately
some blockis were acquired by purchase-
He said without hesitation that the land
purchase officer of the Public Works
Department was well aware of the trans-
action from the very inception. (Inter-
jections.] The first purchase was not
made directly by the lands purchase
officer, hut' it was made with his full
knowledge by another person who was
not Mr. Gardiner.

Mn. MORAN- Who was, it?
MR. RASON: We would leave that to

the royal commission to say. If people's
reputations were to be damaged, let the
royal commission bring out the name:-
he simply saidI it was not Mr. Gardiner-
He would if it were possible stake his -
life Upon that. Of Course it would be
impossible to do that, but this much it
was possible for him to do: if this royal
commnission proved that Mr. Gardiner
made that purchase, he would at once
hand to the Speaker of the Assembly his
resignation.

MR. Gaupon said he would also.

MR. RNSON: And he would pledge
himself that he would never seek to enter
this Parliament agin, Greater proof no
man could give of belief in the honour of
one who was his colleague and his'
friend. He had given briefly, truthfully,

Iand honestlyv the statement of the
Case.

TmE MINISTER: Why did not the
hon. member do it in the first placeP

MR. RASON wished the Minister
would not keep asking him why he didl
not do it in the first place. He had said
repeatedl 'y why he did not do it, and he,
asserted that he would have been less,
than a mn it on the demand rudely made-
to hien, a demand which was coupled to.
his mind with a threat, he had given thiat.
which after all be was only by courtesy
bound to give, and be only gave now
because he had been asked in a proper-
manner to give it. Had be not been so-
asked he would have still refused. He
had told the Committee that from the,
Opposition side of the House at the very
earliest opportunity a motion would be
moved for the appointment of a royal
commission to thoroughly inquire into
this matter. He hoped members would
support it, and he was sure that if the
royal commission thoroughly sifted the
mnatter to the very bottom, neither
the late Government nor himself had
anything to fear from that inquiry. Pre-
sumably he would be summoned as a

Iwitness, before that commission, and he
would gladly give without reserve any
information he possessed. But he pro-
tested against the readiness which there
seemed to be on the part of some memn-
bers, a readiness perhaps due to the

iwearisome sitting-he hoped it might be
attributed to that fat-but there did
seem a readiness to say things and
infer th ings that were calculated to rankle

inoesmind. Surely we could avoid
weyng to and of each other things which

wetto rankle in our hearts, long after
Ithey had been said, long after they had
Ibeen withdrawn, and olong after one

said he was sorry for ever having uttered
*them. Neither himself nor the late Trea-
surer, Mr. Gardiner, had anything to
fear from this inquiry, fie hoped it
would be proceeded with with all despatch,
and he submitted that. this vote which bad
been the cause of so much recrimination
might very well be allowed to pass.
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THE MINISTER: In connection with
this matter he regretted the leader of
the Opposition did not give explanation
before. He accepted the bon. member's
statement. The hon. member said he
would have given it if he had been asked
in respectful terms. He (the Minister)
desired to say there was. no better friend
of Mr. Gardiner in this House than he
(the Minister),

MR, Gonn~ots The hon. gentleman
acted like it.

T#E MINISTER had never insinuated
anything of any kind. He got the infor-
mation that Mr. Gardiner had made the
first purchuse.

Ma,. GoRDON: Would the Minister
say that outside the House?~ He was
not gamne to do so.

Tan MINISTER: Yes, he was.
MR. GoRDnow: The hon. gentleman

,would have an opportunity.
THE MINISTER: The information

was received by him that Mr. Gardiner
made the first purchase. He was pre-
pared to accept the statement of the
leader of the Opposition that Mr. Gar-
diner did not make the first purchatso;
consequently h e (the Minister) adopted
this the first opportunity after the leader
of the Opposition had spoken to with-
draw the statement he had made, and to
apologise to Mr. Gardiner. He would be
the first to explain to Mr. Gardiner. He
knew the man full well. He realised
that Mr. Gardiner, being a friend of his,
would realise that when he (the Minister)
made the statement he felt that the
information he had received was abso-
lutely correct. Now he found it was
incorrect, and. he took this the first
opportunity of withdrawing the state-
ment, because be found that it was not
correct, and that Mr. Gardiner did not
make the purchase.

[11 &~m., Wednesday.]
Ma. OONNOR:- There were purchases

made before this item was thought oif.
These were subsequently discussed in the
House, and the House decided that secret
purchases were not in the best interest
of the country, and ordered that there
should be no more. Whcn he first saw
this item he did not know that it was
another secret purchase. The Govern-
ment who, after the House had expressed
so strong an opinion against secret pur-

chases, made farther secret purchases in
Fremakntle, did not do their duty to the
State.

MR. MORAN: The leader of the
Opposition could say whether he had
descended to personalities. When argu-
ing that secret purchases were violations
of the constitutional rights of this House,
one of that hon. member's colleagues

provoked hini in a, m ost insulting mnanner
to mae soifle recrimninations. He (Mr,
Moran) took a, principal part in the late
Parliament in starting the discussion on
the secret purchases, and did so entirely
on constitutional grounds. The £60,000
invested in the land for the proposed
railway deviation was now lying idle. If
the present Government followed the
evil example of their predecessors and
acquired £100,000 worth of land for a,
projected public work of which Parlia-
ment and the country knew nothing,
what would be said of them ? One of
the teake Government's planks was
abolition of Form J. To the first secret
purchase the Auditor General objected
strongly, and the money was taken out
of the Treasury chest without his con-
sent; and soon -fterwards he left his
billet. In this second secret purchase
(.R50,000) the project was talked about
before. It was known that a new Fre-
mantle Railway Station must be built.
Why was not the same foresight exercised
in getting the land required for this
autbhorised work as was exercised for
buying land for a work never considered
byr Parliament ? Why in the second
instance did the Press in many articles
proclaim the intention of the Govern-
meat to build the Fremntle Railway
Station, so that the Government paid
through the nose for the land? The
leader of the Opposition said not a, word
on this aspect of the question. Why was
the information allowed to leak out?
When that happened, the land was pur-
chiased by outsiders, who, through inter-
mnediaries, sold it to the Government at
an enhanced price. He (Mr. M1oran)
had newspaper cuttings clearly fore-
telling what was to happen; and they
were published when the first secret pur-
chase was being discussed in Parliament.
This was an important constitutional
matter. If any Government might coin-
mit the country to an expenditure of
X 60,000 for starting a public work, it
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had committed the country to that work,
or to a most unwise expenditure; for In
this ease the land was not returning any-
thing. The member for Forrest was
wrong in accusing Government supporters
who discussed this itemi of wishing to
delay the Estimates. The delay was due
to the extraord:2 nary and successful tactics
of the Opposition.

MR. RASON protested against the
statement. Government members spoke
more frequently on these Estimates than
did the Opposition, as Hansard would
prove.

MR. MORAN regretted this historical
delay in the passage of the Estimates.
It put up a record. The present discus-
sion was initiated to draw attention to
the fact that £60,000 of the public money
had been spent improperly and illegally,
-without regard to the cotrol which Par-
liament was supposed to exercise over,
public expenditure.

MR. FOULKES had resided for man
years in the district affected by thpFre-
mantle land purchase scheme. In 1902
Cotteslue residents were suddenly informed
that the Government were making secret
purchases of land in the Cottesloe and
Fremantle districts for a railway devia-
tion and a dock. If the deviation scheme
were carried out, it would affect a popula-
tion of at least 2,500 people. The land
was purchased by the TLeake Government
without the consent of rarliament, In
1902 he protested in the House against
it, and much to his astonishmeut was
supported by only about six members.
All the members now on the Treasury
benches supported the snccessors of the
Lake Government, with Mr. Walter
James as Premier.

THE CJOLONIA&L SECRETARY had bitterly
opposed the project.

Ma. YOU LKES. Though opposed to
these purchases, he believed they were
made conscientiously. For many years
he had acted as solicitor for landaowners
claiming from the Government compen-
sation for resumption- Enormouisawards;
were thns secured, and it became more
and more difficult for the Government to
resume land at reasonable piczes. But ho
still objected to secret puirchases. The
deviation wotild put the people of
Oottesloe and North Fremantle on prac-
tically a branch line of railway. After
the land was purobased his action was

seriously hampered; but at his own
expense he engaged an engineer to ascer-
tain whether another route equally satis-
factory could be found, and the report
convinced him that it could. While
such secret purchases enabled the Govern -
ment to buy cheaply, great injustice
would probably be done the community
if the practice were allowed. In every

Isuccessive Parliament this matter had
been brought up. This discussion would
do good if it resulted in preventing the
proposed deviation.

Ma. A. J. WILSON: From the outset
*he had maintained it was useless to
discuss such a matter on second-hand
information; and some serious allegations

*made this morning in the House satis-
Ifled him that a careful scrutiny of the
details of the purchase wasi justified.
The whole matter should be submitted
to. a select committee or a Royal Coin-

*mission. The member for West Perth
accused him of unduly delaying the
Estimates. Let the Minister for Works

Isay whether lie (Mr. Wilson) had madeany
unreasonable inquiries or long speeches.
Within the precincts of the House the
Minister had already said that he took
no exception to the questions asked, and
considered that he (Mr. Wilson) was
perfectlyv within his rights; in seeking
information.

MR. NEEDHAM: Surely no member
of the House was denied the right to

*speak as often as he chose, nor had any-
one insinuated that hie ought to be denied
that right. In reply to one of the hen.
member's assertions, members on the

IGovernment side had not refused to
assert their right~s. They simply differed
from the miember for Forrest.

Mn. FRANK WILSON failed to see
why members should bandy about
accusations of unduly delaying the busi-
ness. No one made unduly long speeches
on these items. Members freely exer-
cised their right to discuss the Estimates,
and no one was guilty of undue obstruc-
tion. It would not advance the passage
of the Estimates if members charged one
another with unduly delaying the busi-
ness of the house.

THE CHAIRMAN: Was the hon.
member making a personal explanationP

Mn. FRANK WILSON: Was explana-
tion given in regard to this expenditure?
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MR, F. F. WILSON: We had been
talking on it for three hours,

Ma. HERtSHAW: The hon. member,
had he been present, would have heard
the explanation.

Ma. PRANK WILSON: Members
could not be continually in atteuidance
during such a long sitting. Had the
Government received any return from the
outlayP

TnE CHAIRMAN: This item could
only be dealt with in the way of criticism.
Money was Spent under other authority
than the aut~hority of the House. The
item could not be struck out, not forming
portion of the totals of the Estimates ?

M&. PRANK WILSON: Was it not
usual to bring in Excess Bills in Such
cases?

THE CHAIRMAN: Under the -new
Audit Act that course was not necessary.
This discussion was permitted because it
was the only way in which Parliament
could deal with expenditure of this
description, according to a ruling- earlier
in the sitti ng.

Mn. FRANK WILSON: It was a
Sorry state of affairs if the House could
not control expenditure, and bring some-
body to book. There was another item
of £70,000 lower down.

MR. RAsow: An authoristid item.
MRl. FRANK WILSON: There ought

to be an amendment to the Audit Act.
The House should be the custodian of
public expenditure.

Item-Jandakot Railway, expenditure
during 1903-4. £228:

MR. A.. J. WILSON:- The estimate
last year was £1l0,000, and the expendi-
ture £228. There was no item on these
Estimates. Could we discuss the itemV

Tnu (JHAKRMAN: No. The amount
had already been dealt with byr Parlia-
ment.

Miscellaneous, £1,100.
Item-Maintenance of and additions to

elect rie apparatus, lighting. etc.:-
MR. A. J. WILSON: -This appeared

to be a new item.
THE MINISTER: The Government

Electrician had a considerable amount of
apparattu,, and this money was to provide
for maintenance and new plant. The
money wast previously voted out of inci-
dentals.

Architectu ral (subdivision 6).

Itemn-Minister for Justice's Depart-
ment, 1- per cent. on capital value,
£2,112 :

MRt. N. J. MOOREI: In the case of
the Education Department the cost of
maintenance was 21- per cent. In the
Health and Lunacy Departments it was
2 per cent. Why the distinction in the
three it emsP

THE MINiISTER: In the Education
Department more maintenance was neces-
sary than in the department of the
Minister for Justice. Each year, during
the holidays, the different buildings
were distempered and necessary repairs
effected. Also in the Health and Lunacy
Departments it was natual there would
be a greater percentage expended in con-
nection. with maintenance. The per-
centages were arrived at after careful
consideration.

Item -Heating, lighting, and water
for the Government offices, £4,000:

MR. FRANK WILSON: Why was
it necessary to expend more than double
this year ?

THEu MINISTER: It was difficult to
estimate the exact amount necessary. At
one tinie, we received water at 9d. per one
thousand gallons. Now we paid 29. The
price varied considerably.

Item --New Parliamecut Houses, furni-
tune for members, £27,110:

MR. RASON: There was no intention
to dwell on the subject of authorised ex-
penditure, but the Minister had stated
that methods had been adopted in regard
to the Government Cottag that had
resulted in a gain to the State. Some
members had taken rooms in the Cottage
for which they paid a rental of 10s. per
week; therefore a greater revenue was
derived from the Cottage than formerly.
Did the members who at present rented
the rooms pay for those rooms for the
whole year or only during the Parlia-
mentary session ?

Tim MINISTER FOR WOR-LKS: It
was understood that members took the
rooms for the whole year, and not only
during the time the session lasted.

Ma. RASON:- In order that there
might be some continuity of practice he
would move that progress be reported.
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We had now come to another department.
The Committee had sat continuously
since about three o'clock yesterday, and
greater progres bad been mnade with the
Works Estintes in one sitting thana
previously. The Mlinister ha1d said that
he would consent to report progress when.
satisfactory progress had been made. He
(Mr. Rason) maintained that satisfactory
progress had been made, and that the
Opposition were not responsible for any
delay. Members on both sides had done
as much as reasonably could be expected.
The officers of the Rouse had had an
undue burden placed on them, and it was
unreasonable in the extre _e to expect
the Mlansard staff to bear the strain
placed on them.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the followink result

Ayes ... .. .. 14
No es ... ... ... 20

Majority against .. 6
Awea.

Mr. Diamond
Mr. Poni1kos
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Harper
Mr. Hayward
Xr. Layman
31r. EcLRAy
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. a. F. 'Moore

Mir. =.1 in

Mr. Frank Wilson
Mr. Gregory (railer).

Nons.
Mr. Angwiri
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Connor
Mr. Daglish
Mr. Ellis
'Mr. Elastic
Mr. 1ieitnunn
Mr. Heasbaw
Mr. Holinan
Mr. Horan
Mr. Johnson

Mr. Needhawo
Mr. Nelson
Mr. scaddan
Mr. Uylor

Mr. F. F., Wilaona
Mr. Gill (Treter),

Motion thus negatived.

Item-Oentral Police Courts, £13,000:
MR. A. J. WILSON:- Apparently there

had been an expenditure of £17,317, and
now the Committee was asked to vote
£13,000. This was one of the items to
which strong exception had been taken
on the ground of. unauthorised mouey.
He entered his protest against the systecm
of unauthorised expenDditure. It did not
matter what the amount was the principle
was the same.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS : A
contract was let in the latter part of last
year to Mr. Alexander for the erection
of the building for £17,825 1l2s. 7d.
The building was in course of construc-
tion, and it would be completed about

the end of May, the exact date being
26th May, 1905.

[12 noon, Wednesday.]
Mn. GREGORY: This was an item

on which it was anticipated there would
be some discussion. The -Minister had
told the people of Western Australia
that the action of the past Government
in extending the estimate in connection
with this work- was conduct bordering
on dishonesty. In 1902-8 there was oil
the Estimates a sum of £4,000, and in
1908-4 X7',500 was passed by Parlia-
ment, the estimated expenditure for the
whole of the work being £15,600. It
was the idea, of the late Treasurer,
Mr. Gardiner, that the Estimates should
show the total cost of any work. When
tenders were to be called for the work,
the papers showed that the building was
to be of brick interlacred with stone.
We decided we would have a brick build-
ing, and were goiug to find out whether
this Donnybrook stone was fit to carry
out public buildings in Perth, and we
insisted on the building being carried out
in Donnybrook stone. That had shown
that Donnybrook stone was a good stone,
and it opened up a new industry. [In-
terjection.] If we got to the question of
the Supreme Court he was with the
Minister, and was very much against what
was done prior to the time when Mr.
Johnson assumed office. We had been
able to show that we had a good stone in
Western Australia, and that all our public
buildings would be built of Donnybrook
stone. It was a good stone, and the
police court was one of the finest build-
ings in Perth.

MR. HENSUAW:- The virtues of the
stone had to be drummed into the bon.
member.

MR. GREGORY: Did the hon. mem-
ber opposite mean to tell him that he
from the position he held at that ltime
would be able to drum things into the
Ministry? Even at the present time he
did not think the hon. member's opinion
onl an "y matter would have much weight,
either with him (Mr. Gregory* ) or with
his own side of the House. It was
nothing of the sort; it was a strong
desire the Government had to get a
thorough test of Donnybrook stone.
They had opened up these quarries, and
although the work bad cost a couple of
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thousand pounds more than estimated,
they were, he thought, quite justified.I
The Ministry in power had to take a cer-
tain amount of responsibility. They did
so on this occasion, and he was very
proud of that responsibility they took
upon themselves, and was satisfied also
that the people of Perth would always
feel pleased that they had sufficient
stamina and judgment to be able to have
that building built of that stone, and to
give the people of the State one of the
finest buildings they at present had.

MR. CHAIRMAN left the Chair at three
minutes past twelve for a, few minutes,
so that the electric bell could be fixed up.

At: 12-12 Chair resumed.

ME. RASON said he was considerably
surprised to see what was, purported to
have been said by the Minister, as reported
in the Press. It the Minister was cor-
rectly reported, lie said that the action of
the late Government in regard to this
building amounted to political dishonesty.
The dishonesty, if there was any, was
this, that they had an estimate sub-
'iiitted to Parliament showing a total
cost of these police courts of £15,500.
That estimate was submitted on a design
for brick and cement. It was thought by
the Government, and he was glad to say
he himself took the stand very strongly
with his colleagues, that here was an
opportunity to demonstrate for good or for
evil the value of the Donnybrook stone.
A fresh design was prepare, in which
free use was made of the stone; and that
involved an increased expenditure of
about £2,000. If that amounted to
political dishonesty, he pleaded guilty to
the charge; and he would he guilty of
like dish onesty again if he had the oppor-
tunity. Had the James Ministry
remained in office the House could have
ejected them if the action taken was con-
sidered wrong. Ufnfortunately, members
who now objected to the action had not
that opportunity.

Tae MINISTER: It was true that
£15,000 odd was voted by' Parliament as
a total expenditure on the Police Cotirts;
and the lion, member asked the Com-
mittee to believe that the estimate was
for a brick and cement or stucco building.
No one inside or outside of Parliament
had advocated the claims of the Donny-
brook stone more strongly than lie (the

Minister). He emphasised that in the
first discussion on this very item of a
Police Court; and the hon. memiber (then
Minister for Works) replied that the
Government intended that the buildings
should be of Donnybrook stone. Did
the hon. member mislead him at that
time, or was he now sincere in his state-
ment that the estimate was for stucco,
and that he afterwards substituted
Donnybrook stone and incurred the
excess expenditure? If the original
intention wa's to use stucco, and the hl.
member as Minister incurred the excess
expenditure in order to use Donnybrook
stone, he heartily commended the hon.
member for using the best material
obtainable in Australia. But last year
the hon. member had told him distinctly
that time Government intended to use
Donnybrook atone; consequently when
he found tbe vote had been exceeded lie
said the Government had no right to
exceed it; but be had never stated in
connection with this vote that thme Goev-
ernument were guilty of political dis-
honesty. He had stated later on in his
speech that they were guilty of tactics
bordering on poliical dishonesty. That
exression was not used regarding this vote.
He had said that Parliament authorised
an ex penditure of about £15,000 and that
the Government incurred anexpenditure of
about £17,000, and that therefore they
had been guilty of exceeding the vote by
ahout. £2,000. In repl 'y the hon. member
took him. to task for underestimating by
£500 the amount authorised; .but he
forgot to mention. that he (the Minister)
had also underestimated the total amount
expended, which was about £800 more
than lie stated, and he thereby gave the
hon. member the benefit of £800. The
hon. member had led him to believe that
the 1)onnybrook stone 'was to be wholly
used in connection with the building.

Ma. PRANK WILSON: The Minister
commended his predecessor for construct-
ing this building out of Donnybrook
stone; and everyone would endorse that
commendation. Our local material
should be used for public buildings.
The papers in the hands of the Minister
would show whether the ex-Minister's
explanation was right or wrong. The
original tenders would show what was
his intention. This was 4 storm in
tea-cup.
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Ma. POD LEES: The Minister must
regret accusing an er-Minister of per-
mitting acts bordering an dishonesty.
Reflections on the personal charaocter of a
Minister were to be deprecated, especially
when they came fromn another Minister.
Ministers ought to be above suspicion.
The Minister's speech was made to a large
audience in East Perth, and not in this
Rouse where a reply was possible. The
present Government were to') fond of
accusing their political opponents of dis-
honesty. Government supporters, though
probably quite as honest as the Opposi-
tion, were not the only honest party in
Australia; and when they said that
everybody else was dishoneet, they were
nothing but political humbugs. The
Donnybrook freestone was a fir-st-class
building material. In Perth and Pro-
mantle limestone and brick had to be
used prior to its discovery; hence our
buildings had suffered. At last we
had the fOrLune to find a good building
stone. No more recriminations should lie
brought by one Government against the
other in reference to the stone. We only
wanted more of it.

Item-Supreme Court, £1,900:
Mt. FRANK WILSON: How was

this money to be expended. The building
was finished.

Thi MINISTER: This was providing
for a final award on a contract. The
arbitration board awarded.£1,192, which
bad to be paid. The other items wvere
made up of-final certificate, £8394; inte-
rest, £80; farther claim for interest,
£80, and law costs, £9200.

Iten-Kalgeorlie Court Rou ie, alt era,-
tions and improvements, £270:

Dn. ELLIS: What was this item for?
THE: MINISTER: For the whole of

the Government buildings in Kalgoorlie.

Item-Bunbury, Purchase of Resi-
dency, £1,500 expenditite in 1903-4:

Mn%. A. 3. WILSON: This was an-
other hideous unauthorised expenditure,
though it was a fine residency.

THE MINISTER: The resident miagis-
trate at flunburv, having retired, the
Government purchased the residency,
and got good value for the money.

MR. N. J. MOORE: The Governmnenr
got full value. It was regrettable that

I the vote of £1,200 on last year's Esti-
mates for the police court at Bun bury had
not been expended, and did not appear
on this year's items.

Item-Claremont Hfospital for Insane,
including artesian bore, £15,000:

MR. A. 3.J WILSON: Having visited
*the institution, be saw the urgent neces-
sitv to proceed wilhout apy farther delay
with the expenditure of the amount on
the Estimates. We were only asked to
vote £1 5,000 this yea r, but £20,000 was

*provided last year.
Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY: It Was

all that could be expended this year.
31R. A. 31. WILSON: The extra £5,000

could easily be spent, if it was thp desire
Iof the Government. Tbis work was
being done by day labour, and it was one

imagnificent plank in the Labour platform
that would redound to the credit of the
Minister for Works, and to the State as a,
whole.

Ma. DIAMOND regretkcd that the
full amount was not upon the Estimates.
We should have proper accomnmodation
for these poor creatures, and public
money could not he better spent than in
making their lives better, and in strength-
ening the hands of the surgeon in charge
of the institution in his endeavours to
wuake cures. Dr. Montgomery was
strongly impressed by the fact that he
could make cures, but it was not possible
under existing circumstances at Fre-
mantle. We had in charge of the depart-
ment absolutely one of the most earnest
men in the service of the State, whose
work was a labour of love. Any expen-
diture recommended by that gentleman
we were justified in spending. We had
too large a percentage of insane lpeople.

Tuu MINISTER FOR WORKS
added a word of commendation, of the
officer controlling the hospitals for the
insane. Undoubtedly we had a comn-
petent officer who lived for his profession
and not by his profession. Only recently
we adopted plans to supply sufficient ac-
commodation for the limaks at Clare-
mont and Fremnantle to overcome the
difficulties; the expenditure would be
£215,000. We were not justified in con-
tinuing to keep the inmates in the a-
commodation provided at present. He
was ashamed of the accommodation, and
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we should get over the difficulty as soon
as possible.

MR. FRANK WILSON congratulated
the Government in having provided a
large sum in making provision for the
inmates of the asylums. Years ago
members condemned the arrangements
which were then and now were in ex-
istence at Fremantle. It was urged that
a new hospital should be provided. He
thought the new building had been
placed in an unsuitable position. We
ought to have had the building erected on
better soil. If we were to try to eff ect
cures of the insane we ought to give
them as much indoor occupation as
possible. The site of the building was
unsuitable; it was on a eandhill on the
comnmonage.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It Was an
ideal site.

MR. FRANK WILSON: Itmighthe an
ideal site as far as situation was concerned,
but it was a bad position for gardening.
For every five shillings' worthof vegetables
grown it would cost the country £1. [Re
protested against this large sum of money
being expended on the day-labour system.
It was the' only building of size that
had been constructed under that system.
Members would find the public moneys
of the State were being wasted by
adopting this principle. The work
ought to be let on contract. Did the
Minister invite tenders for the con-
struction of the work as against the
estimate made by his own department F
Whenever we went in for departmental
construction we ought to adopt a system
of making the Works Department pro-
duce their estimate in a sealed envelope
and putting it in with the tenders
from outsiders so as to have a6 check on
the work. We were adopting a very
dangerous method by constructing all
works unde-r the day-labour system.

Tax MINISTEAl FOR WORKS: The
site at Claremont was very suitable. The
building was erected on high ground, but
below in .the t'alley there was good soil
for a garden. It was necessary that the
inmates should have an opportunity of
working in that garden. What mostly
inluenced him in his determination to
construct the work departmentally was'because wie could not specify every detail
in connection with the building. It was
impossible in buildings of this kind to

specifyv every detail necessary to safeguard
the lives of the inmates, who took every
opportunity they could to take their own
lives. Every provision should be made
to prevent this being done. The Chief
Architect said that it was hard to specifyIevery detail and he could not guarantee

Ithat there would be nao extras. If the
work had been carried out by contractors
it would have been more expensive than
being carried out departmentally. He
denied that contract work wats cheaper
than departmental construction.

AIR. A. J. WILSON: The Minister had
received most cordial support, and it was
the duty of memibers who believed in the
princil e of day laboar to back the
Minister up.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WoanX, progress reported and leave
given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Houte adjourned at ten minutes

past 1 o'clock Wednesday afternoon (thus
ending the extended sitting) ; to resume
the same afternoon at 2-30 o'clock.

irqis5I at ibe C ~a u rI.
Wednesday, 21st December, 1904.

PeiinEarly Closing Act.................. 2102
eave ci1Absence.......... ..........- 2102

Motion: Fires in Agriculua Districtspak 2102
li":Prmanent Resev Releiationut ed

feg.............................21520Public Screice, select Committee's Report .. 2104
City of Perth Tramaways Act Amendment,

third reading......... ....... 2104
North Perth Tramways, second rendin, In

Commdittee, reported................. 2104
Victoria Park Tramways, second reading, in

Committee, reported ........... ... 2104
North Fremantle Streets Dedication, first

reading .. 2106
Brands, second reading (adjourned)......... 2106
Local Courts, Council's Amendments ... .. 2109
Noiu W"eeds, Aesembly's Amendments . 2110
Law of Libel Act (Imperial) Adoption, second

diqmoved (deferred 5 months) ... 2110
Early GLos Act Amendment, in Committee 2115
Roads Act Amendment (jetties), in committee

resumed reported ... .. 2115
Private Bill U Uagor and Boulder Racing Club.,20

third reai e ... .... _2.

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-302 o'clock, P.M.

PRAYERS.
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